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GRNTTLEM Ex, B's 


Hope you will excule the 
Liberty I have taken, i in 
dedicating, without yout 
Knowledge or Permiſſion, the 
YOUNG SCARRON to you. 
a You 


uv DEDICATION. 


You are, or ought to be, the 
beſt Judges of the theatrical 
World ; and therefore I rather 
chuſe to ſubmit my Hiſtory to 
you, than to thoſe half-ſighted 
Criticks, who only behold the 
Characters I ſhall preſent you 
with, in Maſquerade, and by 
Candle-light. 


Moſt Hiſtories of this Kind, 
which are defign'd for Enter- 
tainment only, are form'd upon 
one Plan, vis. That of ex- 
poſing the Follies or Paſſions of 
particular Perſons : Nor is the 
Scheme wholly without its 
YU; 
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Uſe; for tho' the Incidents 
may be feign'd, yet, if a Per- 
ſon ſhould find ſome Reſem- 
blance to his ownCharatter, and 
be convinc'd of the Abſurdity 
of it in a Production of this 
Sort, he certainly cannot be fo 
blinded by Self-love, as not to 
endeavour to ſhun thoſe Od- 
dities for the future, left he 
ſhould fall, in hi Turn, under 
the ſame Cenſure of Ridicule. 


To this End, the following 
Chapters were written; not 
with any Intention, by point- 


ing out the Whimſies and falſe 
a 2 Con- 
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Conſequence of Actors, to leflen 
em in your Eſteem : Or, if I 
had any ſuch ungenerous De- 
fign, my Malice would be dif. 
appointed; for the wiſeſt 
Manager of you all would be 
puzzled to know to whom my 
Pictures belong, unleſs you had 
attended the Originals to the 
Place where I have laid my 
Scene. Don't imagine, by this, 
I arraign your Judgment, or 
am diffident of my own want 
of Ability in hitting Like- 
neſſes No: Here ariſes the 
Myſtery —- In your Winter 
Reign, you only ſee your Sub- 


jects 
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jects as bound and model'd by 
your Laws, and in the Cha- 
racers you aſſign em; not in 
their natural Paſſions, nor in 
the Parts they would chuſe for 
themſelves: And, indeed, there 
is as much Difference between 
Actors in the Winter and in the 
Summer, as between the Sea- 


When the Time draws near 
that the Theatres Royal disband 
their Troops, or rather grant 
their Furloes till the next Cam- 
paign, each private Man be- 
comes an Officer ; and they = 

wy 
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for nine Months before ſubmit- 
ted to monarchical Govern- 
ment, now form themſelves 
into ſeveral Republicks for the 
remaining three. Then each 
Hero. takes the Path of his own 
Ambition; the different Parties 
afſemble at different Places; 
where each has a Vote for Laws, 
a Choice of Parts, and a Title 
to particular Dreſſes; and the 
Man that was but juſt of Con- 
ſequence enough to make one 
of his Body Guard in Decem- 
ber, 1s ſcarce contented with 
Alexander himſelf in June. 


The 
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The various whimſical' Diſ- 
putes that ariſe from this Kind 
of Emulation, are, in Part, 
the Subject of the following 
Sheets --— A Work, however 
trifling it may appear to ſome, 
has been thought worthy the 
Notice of that celebrated French 
Wit, to whom, in the Title- 
Page, I have ventur'd to con- 
feſs myſelf Related His thea- 
trical Heroes gave general Sa- 
tisfaction in the Country where 
he livd; and, I doubt not, 
however deficient I may be, 
the Enghih Stage, eſpecially 

the 
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the itenerant Members of it, can 
furniſh us with Characters and 
Incidents, equal to any in Eu- 
” For, as Dryden obſerves, 
at 
Prieſts of all Religions art the ſame. 
So, I ſay 5 | | 
Players of &v'ry Nation are the ſam. 
I could enlarge upon this Head ; 
but, as a longer Epiſtle would 
defer the Pleaſure I intend you 
of reading the following Sheets, 
I ſhall finiſh my Dedication to 
you, with as little Ceremony as 
I began it; I 


And am, Gentlemen, 
Your humble Servant, &c. 
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The Scheme firſt ſtarted, and the Arguments it 
produc'd. | 


ILL GLITTER, an old Stroller (late- 

ly initiated into one of the Honourable 
heatrical Societies) and myſelf, being in 

the Middle of pril at an Alehouſe in Covent-Gar- 
den lamenting the Narrowneſs of our Circum- 
ſtances over a Pint of Beer, which in all Likeli- 
hood would be much worſe as the Summer came 
on, began to think of making an Expedition into 
the Country, of getting a few Actors under our 
Command, and commencing Managers immediate- 
ly. This Scheme, though ſtarted by Vill, who, 
as he ſaid, had thought of it for ſome Months paſt, 
was embrac'd more eagerly by me, than reſoly d 


upon by the Projector. 
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Will, ſeeing my Raſhneſs, laid down his Pipe, 
and began to talk coolly upon the Affair; for Vu 
was a cunning Fellow, and underſtood (as the 
Phraſe is) the — Buſineſs, as well as any 
Man that ever travell'd. 

You don't conſider, Bob, ſaid he, the Money that 
is requir'd for ſuch an Undertaking, and the Difficul- 
ties that attend it. In the firſt Place <ve have neither 
Cloaths nor Scenes, nor any Proſpect of procuring them, 
for our Appearance will never gain us any Credit; be- 
ſides, the only Perſon that can furniſh us out, is too 
well acquainted with our Circumſtances to depend upon 
our Security: You have taken the Benefit of the laſt 
Act of Inſolvency ; and, if Times don't mend, I believe 
I muſt be oblig d to the next. | 

Zonnds ] ſays I, a Man that ſits down contented 
evith his Poverty, and is afraid to venture his Liberty 
to better his Fortune, will always be a Beggar or a 
Priſoner ; and, if the wvorſt happens, Ireland, you 
know, is always open to receive the Unſucceſsful. Pr i 
thee Will, continu'd I, don't let fooliſh Whims deter 
you from your — for tis the only Project that can 
make us hapty C loaths and Scenes ['l] engage for- 
For I knoxv a Manager that has left off Trade, ard 
evill let out his Stock upon very ſlight Security, rather 


than let them lie idle. 


Will ſeem'd rejoic'd to hear this, and promis'd 
to proſecute his Project with all imaginable Vi- 
gour ; upon which we ſhook Hands, call'd for 
t other Pint of Beer, and vow'd to ſtand by one 
another to the laſt Hour of our Lives. 

We than began to talk a little farther upon our 
Company, and I hinted at ſeveral that W 
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lad to get a Summer's Expences ; eſpecially at 
Ir. Short, a very fone Comedian, and one whom 


thought would gladly join us: But Vl objected 
to him, ſaying, He was of ſo reftleſs and ungovern- 
able a Temper, that it <vould be impoſſible to keep a 
Company together for a Month, if he cas in it: Be- 


ſides, continu'd he, Je plays in my li ay, and ['l] not 


let a Perſon in to hurt me in my Walk ; but if we could 
et Mr. Spruce and ir. I'runcheon----Zomnds, ſaid 
, Interrupting him, they are both in my Way ; one 
in free Comedy, the other in Tragedy, and I <von't give 
a Part I have ſet my iind upon to the beſt Actor in 
England: No, no, as little as you think I knoep of the 
Country Buſineſs, I am ſenſible, he that plays the firſt 
Charatters is always reckon d the beſt Actor, and the 
beſt Actor is ſure of the beſt Benefits, and I'll not give 
up my Intereſt to ere a Squirt upon the Stage. Aye, but, 
ſays Will, with a ſcorntul Sneer, you are too vain 
of your own Parts : We muſt have a better Trage dy- 
þ Cog you are not Figure good enough for the ff Cha- 
racters, and if you ſhould appear in em it would knock 
our Company ; and the People cuil! ſay of you, as 

they did at Glouceſter when you play'd Alexander, 
« That they believ d they had put one of the Dancing- 
« Dogs in Buskins.”'---ethinks, Will, ſaid I, with 
ſome Warmth, you need not mention that fooliſh Story; 
«oben, to your — it was only the Impudence 


7 a Butcher. Prentice, that <vas drunk ; for you 
now the Mayor, the Parſon, and his Wife, ſaid [ 
kept up the Dignity of the Character, and promys d to 
come to my Benefit : And as to young Truncheon, he 
knows no more of Character than a Mill-Horſe ; but be- 
cauſe he has pick'd up a re Scraps from other People, 

2 as 
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as frowning like Mr. Q----, and dying like Air. G, 
he is reckon'd a better Actor than I am, that am al- 
ways clean and perfect, and know the Buſineſs of every 
Part that is ated. | 

Well, well, ſays Will, don't be in a Paſſion, for 
this Affair is eaſily ſettled; if -= are determin'd to 
play all the Parts yourſelf, you'll 775 get a Company 
to go with you, no doubt : But Il have no Concern 
evith it, ſo here's your Health. 

This Coolneſs of Will's made me more enrag'd, 
and I accus'd him of propoſing a Scheme to me of 
making my Fortune, and then ftriking at the very 
Baſis of it, my Intereſt, only to gratify his own 
Vanity: At laſt Mill, ſeeing me ſo obſtinate, con- 
ſented to think no more of Mr. Truncheon, pro- 
vided I would conſent to Mr. Sruce's being one of 
our Party ; to which I acquieſc'd, and we call'd 
for t'other Pint. | | 

We mention'd many other Performers, both 
Men and Women, but could not come to any De- 
termination, nor form any Judgment how. ſtrong 
our Company would be, till we had conſulted 
their inclinations; ſo we dropp'd the Converſation 
of them, with this Obſervation, Thar as there 
were many Actors in the Theatres as poor as our- 
ſelves, they would be equally glad to ſpend the 
—_— where there was any Proſpect of Suc- 
ceſs, K 8 | DIR 

We then confider'd what Place to fix our Tents 
in ; and, after running over the whole. Map of 
England (which my Friend knew perfectly well, 
having been oblig'd, in his Time, to run from 
moſt Places in it) we at laſt fixt upon a Town = 

| rac 
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the North, as the moſt likely Place to ſucceed in ; 
for he obſerv'd there were three or four Pariſh- 
Churches in it, and above forty Gentlemens 
Coaches — | 9 

Having thus far agreed, we reſolv'd, as ſoon as 
we could procure a little Money, and get him 
equip'd with a new Suit of Cloaths, that he ſhould 
go down and * take the Town. 

We were ſo hot now upon our Project, that we 
call'd for t'other Pint to allay the Fever of our 
Hopes, but could not forbear indulging in imagi- 
nary Pleaſures; ſuch as, Eating and Drinki 
comfortably, not being afraid of Bailiffs, 
wearing clean Linnen : In ſhort, we wound up 
our Fancies to ſuch a Pitch, that before we had 
finiſh'd our Beer, we had each of us as compleat a 
Wardrobe as any Hero of the Stage, were careſs'd 
by the fineſt Women, and cntertain'd by the beſt 
Gentlemen of the Country. 

Theſe Tranſports ſo buſy'd our Thoughts, that 
we found, when the Reckoning was call'd, we 
had out-ran our Pockets Allowance. This was 
diſagreeable, for the Landlord had been an Actor 
himſelf, and had ſuch a Regard for the Frater- 
nity, that he would not, upon any Account, be 
Acceſlary to their running in Debt: But Vill had 
a Handkerchief in his Pocket, which he put into 
the Hands of a common Friend at the Corner of 
the Street, and produc'd a Shilling immediately; 
ſo we had t'other Pint, and then parted, with a 

* Reſolution 


* A Phraſe as common in Strolling, as War- 
Get Leave of the Ju ſtices to play, 
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Reſolution to put our Deſign in Execution as faſt 
as poſſible. In the Morning, I was to ſolicite for 
Cloaths and Scenes, and my Friend Hl! to ſound 
the Actors. 


CHAP. II. 


The Converſation that happen d at the firjt Meeting 
evith ſome of our Performers.-----T heiv afters. 


FT HE next Morning I waited upon the Per- 
ſon concerning our Cloaths and Scenes ; 

who no ſooner had heard my Propoſition, than he 
told me, That he had, at that Time, no leſs than 
five Companies treating with him for his Dreſſes, 
and that he could not give me an Anſwer, till he 
knew their Reſolution, which in a few Days he 


mould have, and I ſhould hear from him. 


This Anſwer, though not ſo good as I would 
have had it, was yet better than a Refuſal : Be- 
ſides, what pleas'd me more than all the reſt, was, 
in our Converſation he never mention'd any 
Thing about Security; ſo that IJ had Hopes of be- 
ing compleatly furniſh'd, if his other Engage- 
ments did not prevent 1t.-----I did not ſee my 
Part'ner 'till Night, for he had been all Day in 
Search of his Comedians ; but we met, after the 
Play, at the Place appointed, where I told h 0 
Hat 


| 
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what Succeſs I had met with concerning. onr 1 
Cloaths, and deſir'd to hear his about the Actors. 
He told me, he had been with Miſs V hiſfi, 
who had declar'd never to go with the Company 
ſhe was with laſt Year, becauſe they would nor 
ler her Dog come behind the Scenes in Play- 
Time; which ſhock'd her ſo, that ſhe could never 
recollect herſelf, and be 1 enough for her 
Parts, for thinking how dull the poor Creature 
muſt be lock d up at Home.------So, ſays Will, I 
romis'd her Dog ſhould have the Liberty of the 
ouſe. You know, continu'd he, eve can but poiſon 
him, if he grows troubleſome. This ſo pleas d her, 
that ſhe would engage herſelf dire&ly, provided 
we would take her Mother for a Dreſſer.— This 
I alſo promis'd, and I now look upen her as one 

of the Company. | 

Well, ſaid I, this is ſome Luck, for ſhe's 4 good 
Woman, is <vell ſtudy d, and then ſo dexterous at In- 
trigues, that ſhe'll draxv all the young Fellows for ten 
Miles round the Country to the Play. But have you 
ſeen Mr. Spruce } Yes, ſaid my Part ner, but yow 
know he is too proud to give his Anſaver in private, un- 
lefs it be to his Creditors. When I told him our De- 
ſign, he took a Pinch of Snuff, and laughing, ſaid, He 
ſhould be glad of a Meeting with my Fellow-Manager ; 
and, if be lik'd our Propoſals, he did not know but be 
might make one in our * Vagabond-Syſtem,----I told 
him of our meeting here To-night ; and withal, 
we ſhould be glad of his Company. He told mos 
| 8 


A common Cant among Strollers, 
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He was to * Wait in the Play (at the ſame Time 
damn'd the Prompter for putting ſo ſervile an Em- 
ployment upon him) and would come to us, as ſoon 
as he had done ----T hough I can't be certain, con- 
tinu'd he, for I ſhall, perhaps, be oblig d to wait upon 
a Lady Home from the Play ; and ſup there, if [ can 
an Order for her 

Theſe, ſaid Will, are all I could meet with Fo- 
2; for, as there vas a Maſquerade laſt Night, moſt 

the People of the T heatres ere there, and <vere ſuo- 
ring in Bed till I hree this Afternoon. 

e had not Time for any farther Converſation, 
being interrupted by Mr. —_ He approach'd 
us with an ironical Bow; ſaying, S, Gentlemen, 
Managers of the Ragged Comedians, I am come, you 
ſee, according to Promiſe ; and ſhould be glad to have a 
little Touch of your Project, before I venture to make 
one in your 1 | 

Vill and I call d for a Pot of Beer, and imme- 
diately laid open our Deſign ; told him the Hopes 
we had of Succeſs, and the great Opinion we had 
of the Place where we intended to exhibir. 
When we had done, he ſtroak'd his Ruffles; 
and, after a litile Pauſe, cry'd, Jm afraid you are 
a wrong Scent ; and, if you are, I ſhall be hel- 
liſhly hamm'd ; for, .D----me, my Finances are great- 
ly out of Order. I believe I had better ſtay in Town 
all the Summer, and live * my Women. I ſhamm'd 
a Laugh at this; and, knowing his Vanity, 
Zoundt, ſaid I, yon need not fear Women where be 


are 


F * A Phraſe for going upon the Stage, and ſaying no- 
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are going, for they reckon there is ten Nomen to a 
Man; and I'm ſure Mr. Spruce, who is ſuch a Favou- 
rite here wvith the Fair Sex, <uhere they have Plenty 
of Admirers, oan't fail of Succeſs in a Town <where 
there is a Scarcity of Lovers.----Who knows ? you may 
carry off a Fortune. bat, reply'd he, by marry- 
ing her, I ſuppoſe you mean ?------ Aye, ſaid I, <oby 


not? Lord help your Head, ſaid he: No, no, [ 


know better how to diſpoſe of my Youth. Indeed a 
Nichts Lodging, or ſo, <vith a Squire s Wife, or an 
Alderman's Daughter, might do cell enough, in order 
to roll myſelf in her * Shiners ; that's enough for me, 
let the Devil marry em, if be cvill, tis all one to 
Harry Spruce. | 
With this, and a thouſand other ſuch vain and 
unmeaning Expreſſions, ſufficient to prove him # 
Coxcomb, he entertain'd us for above an Hour ; 
which we were oblig'd to attend to, leſt he ſhould 
have gone off in a Huff: For though very few 
car'd tor his Converſation in private, his Perfor- 
mance was juſt good enough to make him of Con- 
ſequence in a ſtrolling Company. 
hen he had ran himſelf hs out of Breath 
with a Catalogue of his Perfections, I re-aflum'd 
the Subject of Buſineſs, and enlarg'd ſo much upon 
the fair Proſpe& before us, that he ſeem'd con- 
vinc'd; and acknowledg'd, in theſe Words, our 
ſuperior Judgment----Really, Gentlemen, you are ſo 
much better read in the itinerant Exhibitions, that [ 
muſt ſubmit to your wiſe Experience; and will go with 
you, if a particular Affair 8 prevent me. -See- 
- ing 


* Guineas. 
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ing my Friend ſtart at theſe Words, he continu'd ; 
y, Gentlemen, to tell you the Truth, there is a 
Lady of Faſhion has made' a Sort of Propoſal to me, to 
ſpend the Summer at her Seat; but, as [ hate Con- 
nement, if I can get off with Honour, and without 
diſobliging her Lachſbip, I promiſe faithfully to make 
one of your 8 So, without expecting a Reply, 
or pay ing his Reckoning, hopp'd out of the Room 
with the Conceit and Alacrity of a French Dancing- 
Maſter. 
We had not Time to deſcant at full upon 
Spruce's Folly, before we were interrupted by a 
hoarſe Voice, which I immediately knew to be 
Mr. Grammar's, calling out, Pray is Bob Love- 
play here? and, being anſwer d in the Affirma- 
tive, ran up to me, Crying, S, you are making 
a Hy. my to carry docun to the North this Summer. 
Tes, ſays my Friend Will, and we Hanes be glad if 
you would make one with us.---T be Scheme, ſays 
r'other, in the World I have been there; the whole 
Town are Play-going People. Go with you ! why 
Idas thinking of making up a Company for that T own 
myſelf, only 1 could not raiſe the Wind. V 
know all the leading Ladies of the Place; the Mayor 
is my Godfather ; and my Lord Grig, that lives but 
two Miles from the Town, and I are Hand and Glove. 
When I was dewn there, I us d to dine with the But- 
ler five Times a Week ----Give me your Hand; [ll 
go with you, D----me: And ſo here's good Succeſs 


#0 . 


I was glad Mr. Grammar had ſo good an Opi- 
nion of our Project, and that he would be con- 
cern d in it; for he was a good Comedian, on 


). Az A _ 4. 


« v4 = MS. oa oat. .< . GG MEE. Wt. Abe. 


5  .. 6. wt... +. a. i@. LH 


Young SCARRON. 27 


he was ſober, and if we could, by any Means, 
keep him from Liquor, might be of Service 
to us. 

When he had ſpent an Hour, or more, in En- 
comiums upon the Place, the People, and his In- 
tereſt there, and drank his Guts full of Beer, he 
call'd me out; and, in a Whiſper, ask'd me, If I 
was ſure of the Town; for, to his Knowledge, 
there had been Attempts made by two or three 
others to get it: But hoewever, continu'd he, don't 
you be nneaſy, for Il <prite to my Friend the Mayor 

o-morroww, and I'm ſure he'll oblige me. 

I thank'd him for his Good-nature, and was re- 
turning to my 8 ; when he pull'd me back, 
and, putting his Mouth to my Ear, ſaid, Can't you 
lend me a Simon? I had not much fur myſelf, but 
rather than loſe the Intereſt of one that had pro- 
feſs'd fo much in our Favour, I let him have it 
directly; upon which he took his Leave, ſtill pro- 
miſing what great Service he would do us. 

When I return'd, Hill ask'd me what Grammar 
faid to me in private, upon which I told him the 
whole Affair; and withal, that I was greatly 
pleas'd with his 1 ſaid Will, ta h- 
ing, you don't knocu the Man; but I have been ſo long 
acquainted with him, that I now make it a Rule 
never to believe one Word be ſays ; for, when he wants 
Money, be is every Man's Friend he meets, and, <vhen 
he has ſerv d his Purpoſe, oets into Company by Means 
of that very Supply, and diverts himſelf and his Com- 
panions at the Expence of his Benefaftor. 4 Sort of 

lonfter in Morals, and is admir d only for his De- 


mity. 
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CHAP. II. 


An unlucky Accident that happen d to a young Hero; 
evith ſome [ncidents that made for our Project. 


HE next Morning I was wak'd out of my 
| Sleep, by a Rap at my Door with a Fan; 
and, upon enquiring who was there, found it was 
old Mrs. Formal, who deſir'd to ſpeak with me, 
upon earneſt Buſineſs. I immediately flip'd on my 
Cloaths, and gave the Lady Admittance ; but was 
ſurpriz d to find her accompany'd by a young Fel- 
low, about the Age of Twenty, dreis'd in the 
Extremity of the Mode ; very gay and faſhion- 
able, but not over and above clean. 

His Compliments were very fantaſtic and nu- 
merable ; 5 that they almoſt tir d me, for I was 
but Half dreſs'd. I could not, without much Dif- 
ficulty, keep pace with him in Ceremony ; but, 
before I betray'd my Want of Gentility, Mrs. 


ing, continu'd, Nay, if it mon t ſuit you, I believe I 
can make ſhift without ; for 1 believe my Friend here 
(polncing to the young Fellow) will ſupply me. 
To be ſure, Mame, ſaid he, bowing very low. 
Aye, ſaid ſhe, you are a good- natur d — 2 
ope 


* 


* * 
7 * 
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I o' have no Reaſon to repent your Genero- 
„2h Gentleman, Mr. Loveplay, continu d 
ſhe, though of a very great Family, has a mind to 


4 


come upon the Stage. He has read a Number of 
which, you, know, 


Plays, and has a charming Study; 
will be of Uſe to us. 


I then apply'd to the Youth, and ask'd him, | 


What Manner of Acting he had moſt Inclination 
to, Comedy or Tragedy. O Sir, reply d he, Mr. 
Barry's Way entirely; for I am tall and thin, you 
ſee, and Hamid make no Figure in My. Quin g or Mr. 
Garrick's Parts. 124 
I immediately found what Sort of a Performer 
he would make, by the Quickneſs of his Under» 
ſanding. But there are many ſuch Pretenders, 
who think Figure the firſt Ingredient of an Actor; 
and vainly imagine, if they are near the Size of 2 
Performer, they muſt be poſſeſs'd of his Merit, 
and that their Parts will ſer as eaſy on em as their 
8131 his Inel I 
U pon a farther Enquiry into his Inclinations, 
fs be el taken — Pains with Mare 
and that Mrs. Formal had been his Inſtructor 1 
the Mein, Grace, and Deportment of rhat Hero; 
for ſhe told me, That he was perfectly right in 
every Particular, and underſtood the Character 
better than ſome Folks (here ſhe whiſper'd) , be 
don't do it better than B----y, II be hang d. Indeod 
I gave him a few Hints; for, you know, I remember. 
Booth: But dium. Come, Air. Humphry, 'give' 
us 4 Speech. Y | 
« They tell me, tit my Birth-Day,” &c. 
Come, begin, and mind your Grace. 
After 


* 
— 
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After adjuſting himſelf, according to Mrs. 
Formal's Inſtructions, the poor young Fellow re- 
tir d behind the Bed - Curtain, and then began his 
March in a moſt heroic Manner, while his Tu- 
toreſs ſtood in Raptures at ſo promiſing a Pupil ; 
breaking out, between whiles, with an Extacy of 
Applauſe ; as, Bravo {------O fine !------T his will 
do ! &c. 

But the poor Hero was ſo fir'd with theſe 
Praiſes, that, when he came to throw himſelf upon 
the Ground, he did it with ſuch Force, that his 
Noſe, not being able to ſtand the Violence of his 
Genius, guſh'd out with Blood, which was attend- 
ed with a great Scream from Mrs. Formal. I had 
not Time to raiſe the unfortunate Prince, before 
my Landlady, and the reſt of the Lodgers, ran 
up to know what was the Occaſion of ſuch a ſud- 
den Uproar ; and, ſeeing a Man bleedin _ 
the Floor, ſeem'd to ſuſpect we had an ill De ign 
the young Fellow: But we ſoon explain d 

the Affair, and told her, The Gentleman cba: only 
rebearſing a Part.----- A Part, cry'd ſhe, I am ſure 
I muſt part with you, or the reſt of my Lodgers «will 
foon heave my Houſe ; for here's ſuch a roaring, rant- 
ing and calling upon the Gods all Day, that the very 
Cobler in the Cellar can't reſt in his Bed for you, and 
the Quilter . Women over-head neglect their Work, to 
2 to your Tragedy. You ſhould conſider, theſe are 
eople that muſt work hard for their Living, or elſe 
arve. Here you gave my Maid an Order, as you call 
it, for the Play laſt Week, and the Jade, ever ſince, 
does no earthly Thing but ſing the Songs in the Beg- 


She 


\ 
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She would have gone on, but a few fair Words, 
and Promiſe of Amendment, brought her into 
Temper; which I was glad to obtain, for as I 
ow'd ſome Money for Rent, her Anger might 
have been of bad Conſequence. 

This Misfortune put an End to our Hero's 
Proceedings ; ſo, after placing a Piece of wet 
Brown Paper upon the Warrior's Noſe, accord- 
ing to Mr. Bayes's Receipt, he took his Tutoreſs 
by the Hand; and, with the ſame Flouriſhes that 
he enter d, march'd off---.--But not before Mrs. 
Formal had made me appoint a Time to drink a 
Diſh of Tea with her, and hear her Friend re- 
hearſe the Part all through.-----This, though I 
never intended to perform, I was oblig'd to pro- 
miſe, in order to get rid of em: For ſure nothin 
is ſo irkſome to an Actor, as to hear a Ce 
Coxcomb pretend to judge of Action, and attempt 
Rhetorick, when the utmoſt of his Capacity is not 
beyond the Attendance of a Counter. 

i dreſs'd as faſt as I could, in order to wait upon 
Mrs. Meggot ; a Woman, though not very young, 
tollerable in her Performance, and of great Uſe 
in the Country, being perfect in almoſt all the 
common Plays. 

As I went out, I met a Porter with a Letter for 
me; in which, to my great Diſappointment, I 
read thus : | 


SIR, 
am oblig'd to furniſh out ſeveral of my old 


Cuſtomers, I can't poſſibly receive any further 


Propoſals from you, my wwhole Stock being engag'd, ex- 
| ceps 
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t a Skeletons Dreſs, three Dancers Habits, and ay 


old Ghoſt, <obich you muſt repair at your own Expence. 
I theſe will be of any Service, you ſhall have then; 


very reaſonable. 
Yours 


TIMOTHY RAGROBE 


This Letter was a great Impediment to our Un- 
dertaking : Nay, ſo much, that 1 almoſt refolv4 } 


to give over all Thoughts of it However, | 
walk'd on towards Mrs. Mieggots, whom I found | 
at Breakfaſt. We immediately began to diſcourſe } 
of the Expedition I had propos'd to her for the 
Summer, and I found ſhe was mighty willing to | 
make-one in the Party.-----I then told her, 'That | 
though we had all the Proſpect of Succeſs that 
could be, yet I was afraid we ſhould be oblig'd to 
drop it, not being able to compaſs either Cloaths 
or Scenes. | 

' Nay, Ar. now » faid the, I am ſure you muſt 
have ſome other Objection, for there are People enough 
will be glad to furniſh you : For Erumple, there are 
three or four in Monmouth-Street that make it their 
Buſineſs Les, Madam, reply'd I, but thoſe Peo- 
ple bave had Dealings fo long with the Actors, that 
they don't care to part with their Goods quithout Part 
of the Money down, or good Security for the Payment, 
at our return to London; neither f <vhich can cue 
find, therefore I am afraid we muſt drop our A115 
Mrs. Meegot paus'd a little upon this Misfor- 
tune; and was near Half an Hour before ſhe 
2 ſpoke, 


an 
ce. 
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ſpoke, more than----/t's 2 great Pity—- / wiſh «ve 
could go, and the like----Ar laſt, finding I could 
not think of any Scheme to furniſh out our Com- 

any, ſhe ſpoke thus Lookye, Mr. Loveplay, 
Rad ſhe, if / could be fure of your good Behaviour to a 
Friend of mine, <vho has an Inclination to the Stage, 
but not for any Hopes of Profit, I believe I could im- 
mediately remove the Difficulty you have ftarted.-----I 
told her, She might be ſure of my Intereſt in Be- 
half of any Perſon ſhe ſhould recommend, eſpe- 
Pros after ſerving me in ſo material a Circum- 

Ce. | 

Why then, ſaid ſhe, there is a Gentleman <vho has 
a Mind to try bis Capacity upon the Stage ; and, tho' 
be is a Man of Family and Fortune, is determin d to 
make his Appearance there. I have been long ac- 
2 with him; and, t other Day, ben I told 

im I intended to go with you into the North, be de- 
fir'd I <vould introduce him as one of the Company. I 
was ama d at his Requeſt ; but, as he perſiſted, J 
conld not, after the Favours I had veceiv'd from him, 
refuſe to comply with it. BY 0 

I preſently concluded it was arc Antony, that 1 
had juſt parted from; ſo reply d, I believe, Madam, 
I bave juſt ſeen the Gentleman; Mrs. Formal brought 
him to rehearſe to me this Morning. 

Mrs. Formal! reply'd ſhe haftily ; I aſſure you 
be is acquainted with no ſuch Creatures. He has 
never communicated his Thoughts to any Body but my- 
felt. But I know be has a Deſire fo the Stage, and 
is determin'd to make his firſt Aſſay in the Tocun you 
mention d in ths North: Nays be is ſo * 
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fond of that Place, that I don't believe he would begin 
any where elſe upon any Account. 

Pray, Madam, ſaid I, what is the Gentleman's 
Name ?----Lard, reply'd ſhe, what ſignifies bis 
Name to you ? If he can ſupply your Wants, and per- 
form among us, what Buſineſs have you to enquire any 
farther ?----- And I would adviſe you not to be too in- 
quiſitive----Look upon him as your Friend, and ask no 

ue tin]. 

his ſurprizing Turn of Fortune, and the odd 
Manner it was told, ſo amaz'd me, that I was in- 
capable of making any other Reply, than that 
the Gentleman might be ſure of any Aſſiſtance I 
could give him; and, if he help'd me out in this 
Circumſtance, Gratitude would oblige me never 
to forget the Favour. 

Hell then, ſaid Mrs. Meggot, meet me here in the 
Afternoon, and Ill appoint my Friend, and dare ſwear 
be il anſwer all your Expefations. I then got up, to 
take my Leave; but ſhe would not let me ſtir till 
T had promis'd not to let any Perſon know of this 
Affair, not even my Part'ner, Vill Glitter. 

Though I was glad of this Opportunity to com- 
pleat my Project, yet I could not help wondering 
at the ſtrange Injunctions that were laid upon 
me----Not to tell it to my Friend----Nor to enquire the 
Perſon's Name----It ſeem'd a little ftrange ; for Fa- 
vours of this Sort, where Money 1s concern'd, 
are very rarely deſir d to be kept a Secret by the 
BenefaCtor.----She told me he was young; and, if 
by any bad Means he had got this Money, I might 
come into a Scrape by partaking of it: However, 
though my Tongue itchid ſtrangely to ask PR 

eter- 
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F derermin'd to keep it to myſelf till I had ſeen 
the Perſon, and then reſolve upon my future Be- 
haviour. 

In the Afrernoon I went tomy Appointment, where 
I ſaw a fine blooming young Fellow, about twenty- 
three Years old, bur of a grave Caſt, and rather 
inclin'd to Melancholly than Mirth. Mrs. Meg- 

„who ſeldom wanted for Tongue, immediately 
introduc'd the Gentleman to me; giving, at the 
ſame Time, a long Catalogue of his excellent 
Qualifications for the Stage; and every now and 
then an enigmatical Saying, which I did not un- 
derftand-----ſuch as, I <varrant he'll prove a Hero. 
Ha |! Sir----Stranger T hings have come to paſs. 
Then applying herſelf to me, cry'd out, O, Ar. 
Lo it is the Inckieſt Thing, your going into the 
North, for my Friend has a particular Fancy to that 
Place---- Have you not, Sir ? (giving him a Pull) 
Come, up with your Spirits; the North Wind; though 
a bad Wind, may blow you into ſafe Harbour. | 

With this Sort of myſterious Diſcourſe ſhe en- 
tertain'd us for near an Hour; during which 
Time the young Fellow's Colour came and went, 
I believe, a hundred Times: At laſh, not being 
able to get the better of his Confuſion, he went 
out of the Room, and ſtaid about five Minutes. 
At his Return, to prevent Mrs. Meggot's beginni 
again, he ſaid, with ſome Spirit eil, Sir, 7 
ſuppoſe this Lady bas told ' os of my Inclinations to the 
Stage, and that I ſhould be willing to 7 . 
in the Country with you this Summer. I told him, I 
had been 10 inform'd----But, continu'd he, my 
Friend ſays, you can't eaſily procure proper * 

2 
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A am a young Beginner, I will very evillingly ad- 


dance a ſmall Sum to ſet you forward, if it was only 
to pleaſe myſelf; beſides, I think I ſhould pay my En- 
terance---- How much Money wwill be ſufficient ? | 
told him about twenty Guineas Well, ſaid he, 
there's the Money, and threw it down upon the Ta- 
ble. I offer'd my Note, but he refus'd it; fay« 
ing, If the Scheme anſever'd, he ſhould expect to be re- 
pay d; if not, he ſhould know bow to behave. 

Mrs. Meggot was ſo tranſported at this Affair's 
being ſettled, that ſhe began to run on, as before ; 
wiſhing him Succeſs, kiſſing him, and ſuch odd 
Behaviour, that a Stranger could not imagine leſs 
than his Life and Fortune depended upon this 
Engagement. I own, I was ſurpriz'd ; which, I 
believe, the young Gentleman perceiv'd, for he 
got up, ſaid he out-ſtay'd an Appointment, and 
muſt be gone that Minute ; at the ſame Time ask- 
ing me, Which Way I was walking, as if he had 
a Mind to ſpeak to me in private. I took the 
Hint, and we went out together. 

When we had got to the Door, he ſaid, He had 
ſomething of Conſequence to communicate to me, 
and deſir d I would take Share of a Bottle with 
him, at the firſt Tavern.----I was,glad of this Op- 
portunity, and follow'd him. 

Soon as we had ſeated ourſelves, and the 
Drawer was out of Hearing, he began thus 
Perhaps, My. Loveplay, you may think, that my De- 
fire of being an Actor is owing to my Neceſſity ; and, 
indeed, with Reaſon : For who could ſuppoſe I ſbould 
make an Acquaintance cuith Mrs. Meggot, pen any 
other Foot ing than Intereſt * But, I aſſure you, that 
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ts not my Motive, for my Father is a Merchant of as 
much Reputation as any in the City ; but for diſobey- 
ing his Commands in a Point on which my whole Hap- 
pineſs depended, I am now excluded his Houſe, and 
ſhould be oblig d to fly to the Stave, or ſome worſe 
Means for Support, did not an Uncle ſupply me wvith 
what is ſufficient to maintain me like a Gentleman: 
And Iucky enough, he is oblig d to go for France; but, 
before he went, gave me a Hundred Pounds to main- 
tain me "till bis Return. T: eenty Guineas I bave lent 
you, to fit out your Company; and would willingly 
double the Sum, without expecting One Shilling in re- 
turn, could I ſucceed in my Project. 

I told him, though I was not acquainted with 
his Deſign ; yet, if he thought fit to truſt me with 
it, he might be aſſur d of my utmoſt Diligence ro 
ſerve him. He then took me by the Hand, and 
told me, Secrecy was all he would deſire of me. 
Upon giving him my Word in that Point, he im- 
mediately — thus. 


1 
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CHAP. IV. 


Hr. Valentine's Story. 


0 BO UT two Years ago my Father took 
A me with him to a ſmall Village, not far 
« from the Town you are going to, to ſpend two 
« Months with a particular 6— 
Name 


i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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« Name was Bevi/; a Gentleman of a large Eſtate, 
« and fair Character. We were receiv'd with 
« all the Marks of Friendſhip, and entertain'd 
« nobly. 

1 fs Gentleman had a. Danghter, of about 
« Nineteen; whoſe Beauty, though it's Idea is 
« rooted in my Heart, is far beyond my Power to 
« deſcribe. I too ſoon felt the fatal Effects of 
« her Charms. I grew diſpleas d with all the 
« Country Sports I formerly delighted in. I was 
« fond of Solitude; and never was eaſy, but 
« when Diana was in Company. 

« Having borne this Diſtraction ſome Time in 
« ſecret, I at length grew ſo unguarded, that the 
« Lady perceiv'd my Paſſion; who, ſo far from 
« avoiding me, ſeem'd to court every Opportu- 
« nity of — with me in private, till, by 
« Degrees, I found Means to diſcover the whole 
« Secret of ww Heart, which Diana receiv'd with 
great Tenderneſs and good Nature; neither 
« with affected Coyneſs nor wanton Fondneſs, but 
« with a diſcreet Modeſty, that ſpoke ber Mind 
« ſuited to her Perſon. 

« But, not to tire you with a Lover's Praiſes, 
« and a long Scene of Courtſhip, in a Month's 
« Time the Lady and I underſtood one another 
« ſo well, that we vow'd a mutual Love and Con- 
" fancy, and agreed to take the firſt Opportunity 
« of asking our Parents Conſent, to compleat our 


« Happineſs.— We did fo, and met with a Re- 
« ply, agreeable to our fondeſt Wiſhes : In ſhort, 
« every Thing was agreed on, except the Day of 

b E Marriage, 
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cc iage, and we. thought ourſelves the hap- 
« pieft Pair that ever Love had join d. 

« While we were waiting for the old Gentle“ 
« mens Appointment, an Election for Member of 
« the Borough happen'd to come on. Now Mr. 
« Bevil was a ſtrenuous Oppoſer of the O, 
« and my Father as ſtrongly attach'd to it, Their 
« different Inclinations, though for ſome Time 
« ſmother'd in good Manners, ſoon made their 
« Appearance; tor we hardly ever ſat down to a 
« Meal, but ſome Invective, from one Side or 
« ther, was thrown at the oppolite Party ; which 
6 uc'd hot and violent Arguments, cloath'd 
« 1n ſuch opprobrious Terms, that I ſtood amaz'd 


« here Gentlemen of their Education could find 


« ſuch vulgar Dialogue. 
„J endeavour'd all I could to moderate their 


« Fury, but all in vain: At length Mr. Bevil 


« ſaid, '7is a great Mercy, as yen bave had the Pri- 
« vilege of my Houſe, that cue are all alive; but if 
« once get rid of you, ['ll know my Gueſt better, be- 
« fore [ make any more Invitations. At theſe 
« Words he ſeizd Diana by the Hand; and, 
« without giving her Time to take more than a 
“ Farewel with her Eyes, dragg'd her with him 
« into another Apartment. | 

« My Father, you may be ſure, was not be- 
« hind hand with him in Reſentment ; but hol- 
« low d after him, Aye, aye, take your Daughter, 
and marry her to one of your own Tribe, for ſe is 
« not fit for a Proteſtant Family: Then, turning to 
me, How happy are we, Val, that che have diſ- 
e cover d this Fellow's Principles? If you bad mar- 
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*-ried his Daughter, ſhe would have wheedled you int. 
« 2 Plot.----Go, Boy, get the Horſes, for I don't think 
% <ve are ſafe in this Houſe. If we flay longs they d 
% have ſome Scheme to blow us up- Methinks I ſmell 
Eunpocuder already.----Go, make Haſte, Bey; or- 
der the Horſes, and away. 
„I knew eit was in vain to talk to him in thi 
Humour, fo obey'd, without making any Re- 
„ ply----Though my Heart was ready to burſt at 
« this cruel Separation from my dear Diana. 
« We had no ſooner got clear of the Crowd 
<« the En Election had drawn together, 
but my Father ſlacken d his Pace; and, calling 
me to his Side, ſaid, Val, chat I am now goim 
to ſay, I charge you always have in your Mind. 
Too well I gueſs'd his Drift, and was incaps- 
ble, through my 3 Confuſion, of making 
any Reply; which he perceiving, ſaid, in a 
« ftern Manner, I charge you mind me, and reſolts 
i xeon a punctaa Obedience to what I ſhall direct, o 
neter more know me for your Father.----1 wa 
« forc'd to make a Bow of Conſem, though my 
Heart was averſe to any Propoſal that could be 
made againft Mr. Bevil, or any Attempt to alter 
% my Love for the charming Diana, which | 
« ſuſpected would be the End of this Diſcourſe. 
1 Fal, ſaid my Father, I am ſorry I ever carry li 
jon to that Fools Houſe, leſt that Witch, bis 
Dang hier, ſhould hade engag d your Heart in « 
Paſſon, that I am determin d, though your Death 
be the Conſequence, to put an immediate Stop to. | 
was going to reply, but was prevented, by my 
Father's ſwearing, That if J ever went or ſent 
a « tg 
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« to her, or even ſo much as thought of her again, 
« he would turn me out of Doors to ſeek my For- 
« tune. This he utter'd with great Vehemence. 
« You'll eaſily believe my Journey was not 
« very = to me after this. I thought 
« every Mile a Hundred, and every Minute a 
« Day, 'till I got to London; for I long'd to be 
« alone, that I might indulge my Fancy with re- 
« flecting on my charming Diana. About Nine 
« ar Night, on the third Day, I arriv'd ſafe in 
London, where my Father remain'd in the ſame 
ill Humour he had been in, ever ſince his Con- 
« yverſation with me about Diana; which was 
« now more agrecable than upon the Road, for as 
« ſpan as we came Home he parted from me, with- 
« out leaving me any Orders for Buſineſs, or de- 
« firing any more of my Company. | 
« I then went into my Chamber, where I 
« wreck'd my Invention to find Means once more 
© to ſee Diana, but ell in yain: The more I 
« thought, the more perplex'd was my Imagina- 
tion, nor could I form any Deſign likely to 
& ſucceed ; for as her Father was now acquainted 
« with my Paſſion, and utterly avers'd to it, I did 
« not doubt but he would take all Meaſures to 
« prevent a future Interview; and any Attempt 
to ſee her, either by Art or Force, might, if 
« diſcover'd, prove fatal to the poor Lady, and 
« perhaps make her a Priſoner in her Chamber, 
or haſten her Marriage with ſome other Perſon 
« of her Father's chuſing. : 
« In this uneaſy State of Mind, I paſs'd u 
« wards of three „ but ſo well conceal'd 
* ni 
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« my Inclinations from my Father, that I believe 
« the 'old Gentleman thought me as much re- 
« ſoly'd againſt the Match as himſelf. But hoy 
« was he miſtaken! for I could now no longer 
« ſupport my Spirits, without ſeeing or hearing 
« from Diana. 

« As I had no Hopes of her coming to Town, 
« fo I found it impoſſible for me to go into the 
« Country; for as I had the Care of my Father's 
« Books, I could not ſtir out a without his 
« Leave; and, had I ask'd it for ſo long a Time, 
« he would have ſuſpected where I was going. 
« In this Situation I could expect no Relief, but 
« what a Letter might produce, In ſhort, I 
« yrote to Diana a full Account of all that had 
« happen'd ſince I left her, mixt with the ten- 
« dereſt Expreſſions of Love, and begg'd her 
« Anſwer by the Perſon who brought that ; who 
« was a young Man, Clerk to a neighbouring 
« Merchant, that was going into that Country 
« upon ſome Buſineſs of his Maſter's, and in 
* won! I had a thorough Confidence. 

« I gave him the Letter, and conjur'd him by 
« our Friendſhip to uſe all Endeavours to deliver 
« jt; and, if poſhble, to get an Anſwer. 

« It is needleſs to relate the Hopes and Fears I 
« felt on this Occaſion, and how anxious I was to 
« know the Conſequence of this Epiſtle But a 
« Fortnight's Time convinc'd me. 

„ One Morning, as I was looking over the 
« Books in the Counting-Houſe, my Father came 
« in; and with a Swing, enough to tear off the 
« Hinges, clapp'd to the Door.----Harkye, Me. 

« fal 
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« ſaid he, do you know this Letter? Here he 
« gave me the very Letter, open'd, that I had 
« ſent to Diana. 

« My Confuſion, had he not been acquainted 
« with my Hand, was enough to convince him 
„ who had wrote it. Before I was enough re- 
« coyer'd to reply, he went on-----"7is very well, 
« Hy; 7 Commands, I ſee, have no Weight with 
« you. But I'll have no more to ſay to you ; follow 
« your own Ways, and ſtarve and be d-—=1n'd, i 
« you will, but J not be ruin'd.-----Here I am af- 
« fronted, and us d like a Scoundrel, and all upon your 
« Account !---- Affronted, Sir, ſaid I, who durſt af. 
« front on? Tou you Dog ! you Dog ! reply'd 
« he violently, and your W hore, and the Rebel her 
Father. Read there, Raſcal ! de] He 
« * a Paper, in which I read theſe 
«& Words: 


« H? durſt you ſuffer your Son to wwrite Letters 
* to my Daughter ?----But I have paid the 
« Meſſenger as he deſerv'd; and, if I had you or your | 
« Son in my Pocuer, I would treat either of you in the 
* ſame Manner: For I ſwear, I would ſooner ſell my 
Daughter for a Slave in Guinea, than let her 
* 2 with a 1 „ Scoundrel, that <would ſell 
[ 


% bis Country for T hree Farthings. 


J BEVIL. 


tt J had no ſooner read it, than the Letter fell 
« from my Hand, nor could I regain Speech or 
E 2 « Motion 
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1 Motion for ſome Minutes. During this Pauſe, 
% my Father call'd his Man, order'd him to pack 
« up my Linnen and Cloaths, and bring them 
* down Stairs. While this was doing, I reco- 
« ver'd a little, and endeavour'd to Excuſe my- 
« ſelf; pleading, That my Diſobedience was ow. 
« ing to the great Love I had for Diana.-----My 
& Father, at the Word Love, took up one of the 
« great Account-Books, and . threw it at my 
Head; which, if I had not ſtoop'd, would have 
« probably put an End to all my Troubles at 
« once. 

© This Noiſe alarm'd my Mother, the Clerks, 
« and all the Servants of the Houſe, who imme- 
« diately Jaid hold of my Father, and prevented 
« a Miſchief that would have beet the End of us 


 « both; for, juſt as the Family came in, he was 


% endeavouring to reach a Piſtol that hung over 
« the Chimney ; with what Deſign, you may 
«eaſily gueſs. | 3 : 

* Though I was never any great Favourite of 
ic my Mother's, ſhe did not, upon this Occaſion, 
1 ſhew ſo much ill Nature as I expeCted ; but ra- 
„ther excus'd, than aggravated my Offence, 
* which my Father reſented by turning her out 
of the Room, bidding her mind her own Buſi- 
« neſs, for he deſt knew what I had done, and 
« what Puniſhment I defery'd. She was tbo well 
« acYuainted with his Temper to reply, and 
t therefore-prudently withdrew. 

« He then turn'd to the Servant he had order'd 
« to pack up my Cloaths ; and, finding he had 


not brought them down, he gave him a violent 


« Blow 
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« Blow on the Face, and bid him mind his Orders 


« better another Time. 

« At laſt my Trunk was brought, which my 

« Father gave to one of his Porters, ſaying, Here, 
carry this <vherever that Scoundrel bids you : And, 
« Sirrahy turning to me, if ever you attempt to enter 
'® my Doors again, I'll be the Death of you With 
wy a Words he gave me a Puſh, and ſhut the 
« Door againſt me. 
Thus ſuddenly diſcarded, I could not think 
e of any Friend to go to, nor of any Place where 
might truſt my Cloaths. The Porter ask d 
« me ſeveral Times where he ſhould go; and, 
te ſęeing me at a Loſs to anſwer, he told me, If I 
« would venture my Things with him, he would 
carry them Home to his Wife, who would take 
« Care of them, and provide me with a Bed, till 
« T could find Means to reconcile myſelf to my 
« Father. This Offer I gladly accepted, and 
« we went Home together, where the good Wo- 
man receiv'd us chearfully, and ſeem'd glad 
e the could oblige me. 

After opening my Trunk, and dreſſing my- 
« (elf, I went into the Temple-Halk, in order to 
« conſider of my Condition, and in what Manner 
to proceed, while my Friend, the Porter, re- 
« turn'd to his Buſineſs. 

« When the good Man came Home at Night, 
« he brought me a ſmall Packet from my Mother 
« (for he had told her where I was plac'd) in 
« which I found twenty Guineas, but without 
« either Note or Line. I enquir'd whether he 
« had any Meſlage from my Mother: He an- 


cke, 
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% ſwer'd, Sir, all ſhe ſaid was, Give my Son thit, 
and tell him his Father is determin'd never to ad- 
* mit him into his Houſe again; and <vould be 

« angry, if he knew I had ſent this, and therefore de- 
« ſire him not to ſend me any Anſwer. 

« This Money, though I had not ten Shillings 
« in the World, gave me no great Satisfaction; 
« nor was I much concern'd about my Father's 
„ Favour, for ſince he had declar'd himſelf an 
« Enemy to Diana, I was not very ſollicitous to 
« make him my Friend. | 

« Diana engroſs'd my whole Thoughts ; nor 
« did I ever dream of Happineſs, when ſhe was 
“ not concern'd. All my Diſtreſs aroſe from the 
« improbable Proſpect I had of ever getting near 
« her, and the Fear of a Change in her Inclina- 
« tions. I wrote a Hundred Letters, without any 
« View of ſending one, for I knew her Father's 
«© Petection of laſt muſt now put him more 
« upon his — * ever; and, ſhould he ſtop 
« another, who knew what Cruelty his Rage 
« might urge him to practiſe upon the poor 
« Diana? 

« While I was in this diĩſtracted State of Mind, 
an Accident happen'd that ſeem'd to hurry on 
« my Diſtreſs.----Five of the.. twenty Guineas I 
« preſented my Hoſteſs, as an Acknowledgment 
« for her kind Entertainment, two I put into my 
Pocket, and ſecur'd the Remainder in my 
& Trunk. | 

« A few Days after this my Landlord's Son 
« came from Sea, who had been abſent three 
« Years. You may be ſure his. Arrival gave 

| « great 
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« t Toy to the old Couple; eſpecially when 
« great Joy know he we above — Hundred 
Pounds Prize-Money, which he was to receive 
the beſt Part of in three Days. Though I was 
« not capable of Mirth, yet, as I was look d upon 
« as one of the Family, I was oblig'd to partake 
« of their Entertainments, which were very fre- 
« quent and 3 ; for the Sailor was a 
« ſturdy young Fellow, of about twenty-three 
« Years of Age, and — fluſh'd with his Suc- 
« ceſs at Sea, ſeem'd reſolv'd to indulge his Ap- 
« petites on Shore : And I can't ſay but he gave 
« ſome Relief to my Melancholly, for the many 
« ftrange, unaccountable Accidents he and his 
« Companions, who often viſitted him, had met 
« with Abroad, according to their own Account, 
« whether true or falſe I can't ſay, could not fail 
« of entertaining a Perſon who had never been 
© acquainted with thoſe Scenes of Life. 
« Soon as he had receiv'd his Money, and in- 
« dulg'd himſelf and his Companions as long as he 
« thought proper, he began to find out Amuſe- 
ments Abroad; till, by Degrees, he quite left 
« his Father's Houſe. This turn'd all their for- 
© mer Mirth into Tears and Reproaches, for I 
« found the poor old Folks had not as yet touch'd 
one Penny of their Son's Money. This Diſa 
* pointment ſo diſturb'd my Hoſt and his Wife, 
« that at laſt they unburthen'd their Griefs to 
«* me. 
* The Sorrow the old People were in upon 
* this Occaſion touch'd me ſtrangely ; and, while 
« I waz endeayouring to comfort them, an — 
| « gent 
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« dent came in, that ſtill encreas'd their Afflic- 
« tion. This young Tar, while he was fond of 
« Home, in one of his „ Fits had ſent for 
« 2 Taylor, and order'd him to make his Father 
« a Suir of ſuperfine Cloth Cloaths, which the 
„Man, juſt at this Moment, brought Home. 
« 'They came to fix Guineas ; but, alas! the poor 
« Father had not ſo much in the World, and 
« therefore deſir d the Taylor to take them back; 
* which occafion'd ſome murmuring, and would 
i have roſe to very high Words, had not I im. 
« mediately paid the Money, and prevented the 
& Clamour, 

J went every Day in Search of our [of 
Sailor, but without being able to hear the leaf 
% News of him. In about ten Days Time he ſent 
« a Letter, giving us a full Account of his Con. 
« dition: In ſhort, he was arreſted for a Note of 
% Hand he had given a Lady in Drury-Lane, for 
e nine Guineas ; and, not being able to pay the 
„ Money, or give Bail, was carry d to the Aar 

: 1 N Priſon. 

* I thought the old Folks would have gone 
« mad at this News; for, beſides their Concern 
« for their Son's Confinement, they were nov 


EL  « convinc'd, the Money he had been three Years 


labouf ing for, was all ſquander'd away and 

« loſt: However, we went to the Priſon, to en- 
« quire farther into the Affair. | 

Of all the ſhocking Scenes that Folly occa- 

e ſion'd, or Miſery could produce, ſure this ws 


“ the moſt dreadful! I ſhudder'd with oy 
; 11 e 
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« left any Miſconduct, or Misfortune, ſhould 


« ever bring me to that Place.” 

Mr. Yalentize was going on with a Deſcription 
of the Priſon ; but I could not help ſighing, and 
ſaying, % Sir, I am too <vell acquainted with that 
Place.----Mr. Valentine was ſorry I had ever been 
ſo unhappy, wiſh'd I might never be ſo again, and 
purſu'd his Story. 

« ] think our Sailor was the moſt terrible Fi- 
« gure of the whole Group. We found him 
« dead drunk, and aſleep in the Woman's Lap, 
« as the Turnkey inform'd us, who had brought 
« him, to that Miſery, Upon the old Man's ask- 
« ing her, What ſhe did with his Son; the told 
« him, He was her Husband, and as ſhe heard he 
« was going to Sea and leave her, ſhe had pur 
« him there to ſecure him. Husband ! ſays the 
« Father amaz d, pray <vho married you ? What's 
« that to you, you old Thief, cry'd ſhe ; and if you 
« ſay a Word more [ Il rap you into Newgate. Here 
« ſhe ſwore all the unaccountable Oaths that 
« Wickedneſs could invent; and I believe ſhe 
% would have beat the poor old Man, it I and the 
« Tailors had not been preſent to prevent hex. 

The Noiſe of this Wrangle wak'd the Tar ; 
« who was ſo little ſenſible of the Injury this 
« Creature had done him, that he cry'd out, My 
« dear Molly, don't make ſuch a Noiſe, but let me 
* Sleep an Hour or tevo; and fo laid his Head down 

again. ö 

% The old Man, d at this Behaviour, 
* flew at him, tore him from the Woman, who 
« immediately reveng'd — upon his —_— 

44 
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% and laid her cover'd with Blood upon the 
« Ground, before we could take her off. 
The old Folks went Home in Grief, quite in- 
« capable of taking any Advice----However, I 
e took another Way, and went to a young Attor- 
ney of my Acquaintance, and told him the Affair; 
and withal, that I believ'd the Action would 
not ſtand the Teſt, if a Perſon who underſtood 
it would appear in the young Fellow's Be- 
| half. He promis'd his Afſifiance, and that! 
ſhould hear from him the next Day. 
« As I was coming back, I met my Friend, the 
« Clerk, that carry'd my Letter to Diana. He 
« began Nr and told me how Mr. Bevil had 
« treated him for his Meſſage -I hen the Ser- 
« vant, ſaid he, inform'd Diana à Gentleman would 
e ſpeak with her, her Father unluckily over-heard 
« him; and, as ſoon as ſhè came out, ſtood upon tle 
« Stairs to liſten to the Buſineſs. I hen I kad told 
« her from whom I came, and given her the Letter, 
« he ruſh'd upon her, ſnatch'd it out ef her Hand, and 
« with a Stick he had fell upon me, as if he would 
« murder me. For ſome Time [ bore his Rage, and 
* endeavour'd to pacify it; but, finding he ſtill per- 
« ſiſted, I up with my Whip, and attack d him as 
40 rcely in my Turn; at cobich he voar'd out, and 
« the Servants coming, be order'd them to throw me 
« into the Horſe-pond, which they immediately did 
« Not being ſatisfy d <with this, he would have had 
« me befors a Magiſtrate, and ſent me to Priſon for 
* attempting to rob his Houſe ; and I was oblig d to 
e ſend for. ſome Relations 1 have there, before ¶ could 


« , 
get releas d. 
« Icould 
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I could not make a proper Apology for the 
ill Uſage he had receiv'd on my Account, be- 
« fore I enquir'd how Diana behav'd on this Oc- 
« caſion.— -OH ſaid he, the Moment I told her my 
« Errand, there was a viſible Pleaſure in her Face 
« and Eyes ; and the Agony ſbe <vas in when her Fa- 
« ther ſeix d the Letter, ſhew'd how ſerſibly ſhe felt 
« the Diſappointment. ; 

« This Account of Diana's Behaviour gave me 
« freſh Comfort; for, while I was ſecure of her 
« TInclinations, I did not doubt bur ſome Time or 
« other a lucky Accident might bring us toge- 
ether. 

« I then told my Friend the Conſequence of 
« that Letter, and, of my Father's barbarous 
« Treatment, which he heard wich all the Marks 
« of Pity and Friendſhip; and, notwithſtanding 
he had got well drubb'd upon my Account, he 
only ſeem d concern'd that he could not ſucceed 
« as he wiſh'd, and promis'd me his Aſſiſtance 
« whenever I ſtood in need of it. | 

« The next Day I mer my Attorney, according 
« to Appointment ; who inform'd me, He had en- 
& quir'd about the Affair, and found they had a 
Note, though he belicv'd got from him when 
« he was drunk : Yet, ſaid he, as the young Fellow 
* is in the Hands of People cobo will ſwear any 
* Thing, it would be better to compound <vith them, 
than fo fraud Trial. / 

« left it entirely to his Management; and, in 
« the Afternoon, he brought me Word the 
« Plaintiff had conſented to take three Guineas 
* down, and a Note — the Remainder, payable 
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« in a Year's Time.----I had now not much above 
<« ſeven Guineas left; however, I was determin'd 
« to releaſe the unfortunate young Fellow, ſo 
«K gave = Friend five Guineas, which paid the 
6 * ition and Charges, and the Attorney 
& brought him in the Evening Home to his Fa- 
ce ther. 

« By my Advice there was not any Thing aid 
« to him that Night; but he was put to Bed, in 
« order to recover his Senſes, which I imagine he 
« had not been Maſter of for many Days. 

« When Sleep had a little brought him to him- 
« ſelf, he ſeem'd full of Repentance ; and told us, 
« That he had receiv'd only One Hundred 
Pounds, which was ſpent ; but that he had a 
« Right to another in two -Months, which he 
% would give his Father Power to receive. This 
« Offer reconcil'd the old Folks, and once more 
« we were happy: But it did not laſt long, for 
« next Day brought a Misfortune with it, greater 
« than any theſe poor People had felt before. 

4 My Father, Dy wii Means I could never 
learn, having heard that I was lodg'd at the 
« Porter's Houſe, had frequent Entertainments 
« there with a Pack of Sailors, and was after- 
« wards concern'd with a Gang of infamous Peo- 
« ple at the Marſhalſea, when rhe Porter went to 
6 bis Buſineſs, as uſual, turn'd him out of his 
6 Houſe, and threaten'd to proſecute him for de- 
« bauching his Son. The ſaid all he could 
« to juſtify his Innocence, but all in vain, for my 
« Father flew to a Magiſtrate, in order to get a 
« Warrant to ſend the poor Fellow to Priſon, as 
« a diſorderly 
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« a diſorderly Perſon, and an Encourager of 
« Youth in all Sorts of Vice. 

« This Threat ſo terrify'd the Man, that he 
« ran Home like one diſtracted, hid himſelf in a 
« Cloſet, and could hardly be prevail'd with to 
« come out to take any Refreſhment ; while his 
« Wife ſtood trembling at the Door, alarm'd at 
« every Foot that ſtirr'd, leſt it ſhould be Officers 
© to take away her Husband. 

« Theſe poor People's Misfortune ſhock'd me 
« more than any that had, or could happen to 
« myſelf; ſince I was partly the Cauſe of it, and 
« had not any Power or Means to deliver them 
« from it. 

During this Ruffle, their Son went out every 
« Day ; and, by the Conſequence, I ſuppoſe, di- 
« yerred himſelf with his old Companions ; for 
« in about a Week's Time, he ſtripp d my Trunk 
« of every Thing of Value. ith theſe, and 
« ſome Trifles of his Parents, he went off, and 
has never ſince been heard of. 

This ungrateful Action was freſh Cauſe of 
« Grief to his Father and Mother ; and, though 
« I made light of my Loſs, that they might not 
be too much afflicted, yet ir was a very ſevere 
« Trial of my Patience, tor he had left me no- 
thing but three Shirts and two Pair of Stock- 
« ings; which, with the Cloaths I happen'd to 
« have on, was all the Stock I had to appear in: 
« However, Fortune ſcem'd now inclin'd to make 
« me Amends ; for, juſt at this Time, my Friend 
« that carried my Letter to Diana, brought me 
* Word my Uncle had been in Town two Dave. 
«cc 18 
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This News reviv'd me, for he was always more 


« tender of me than either of my Parents: Nay, 


« though my Father and he had a Diſpute in 
« Law, and were avow'd Enemies, yet his Kind- 
« neſs for me ſtill continu'd, and would often give 
*« our Servant Money to let him ſee me, unknown 
« to my Father. 

« How the Abſence of nine Years, ſpent in the 
& Indies, might have raz d me ſrom his Affections 
« could not tell, bu: I was de:ermin'd to wait on 
« him, and try my Fortune: Beſides, as I had nor 
« been guilty of any baſe Action, my Father's 
« cruel Treatment of me (as they were at Vari- 
« ance) might more induce him to take me under 
4 his Protection; at leaſt I had great Hope from 
« his former Love, and thought it would be bet- 
« ter to tell my own Story, before he had heard 
te it from a leſs honeſt Perſon. 

« Þ went the next Morning, and was receiv'd 
« with Marks of the meek Affection; nay, fo 
« much that he could not forbear ſhedding Tears 
« at this Meeting. When his firſt Tranſports 
« were over, he began to enquire after my Fa- 
« ther, what he deſign'd me for, and whether he 
« had yet introduc'd me into Buſineſs. 

« Theſe Queſtions fill'd my Heart with Sor- 
« row. I burſt into a Flood of Tears, and told 
« him plainly the whole Truth, from my going 
« to Mr. Bevil's with my Father, to the Sailor“ 
« ſtripping me of my Cloaths. After a little 
« Pauſe, Are you ſure, ſaid he, this is true that you 
« have told me? I averr'd it with the moſt ſolemn 
« Protcſtations ; and begg'd, if he found me falſe 

; «in 
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„ jn the leaſt Tittle, to abandon me for ever. 
« ell, reply'd he, riſing from his Chair, then 
« hereafter [ll look upon you as my Son, and perhaps 
40 you'll have no Cauſe to repent the Change; fir I'm 
« as able to protect you as your Father, and, by what 
« jon have 2 [ am ſure much more inclin d to it. 

© He immediately gave Orders to fit me out 
« like a Gentleman, and made me a Preſent of a 
Fifty Pounds Bill-----And, in a few Days, pro- 
« cur'd the Porter a Place in the India Houle, as 
«4 a Reward for his Fidelity to me. 

« For two Years I have been ſupply'd by his 
« Bounty, which has enragd my Father (for 
« they are ſtil] at Law) beyond all Hopes of Re- 
« concilement. He threatens me in all Company, 
« and vows he'll never leave me till Iam ruin'd: 
« But my Uncle's good Nature and Liberality 
« make all his Threats of no Effect. -He 1s 
« now gone to France, upon ſome great Affair that 
« requir'd his Preſence to ſettle, and won't re- 
« turn theſe four Months: But, left my Father 
« ſhould form any miſchievous Deſign againſt me 
« in his Abſence, he has given me a Hundred 
« Pounds, and left Orders with his Attorney to 
« ſupply me farther, if any Accident ſhould hap- 
p 8 before he comes back.” | 

ere I ask'd him, Whether he had entirely 
acquainted his Uncle with the Paſſion he had for 
Diana? He told me, He had, but that his Un- 
cle advis'd him to forget her; ſaying, That Mr. 
Bevil and he were never upon good Terms, and 
that any Interceſſion of his would but turn againſt 


him, 
40 As 
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« As I loſt my Father upon this Lady's Ac. 
4 count, I did not care to trouble my Uncle any 
« more with her; and, tho' ſhe is never out of 
«© my Thoughts, I have never ſince mention'd her 
« to him.” 

Pray, Mr. Valentine, ſaid I, how came you ſo in- 
timately acquainted with Mrs. Meggot ? Sir, re- 
ply'd he, an Accident brought me into her Company ; 
and, it is not 10 but ſhe may prove the jeans 
of my obtaining Diana. Sr, ſaid I, as you have en- 
truſted me cuith the other Particulars of your Lite, | 
ſhould be glad to know how it can be in her Poxver to 
ſerve you ? = 

« Why after my Friend, ſaid he, had done ne 
« ſuch ſignal Service, in informing me of ny 
«6. Uncle's Return, we grew more and more inti- 
« mate; till, at length, we ſeldom viſited, or 
« took 2 unleſs we were together. 

One Day he carried me to drink Tea with 
« Mrs. A/eggot. What particular Joy he had in 
« her Company I can't ſay : Whether he found it 
« in her own Perſon, or whether through her 
« Means he had it of another, I never enquit d; 
« but he was very intimate with her, and many 
« more of the Actreſſes who us'd to viſit at her 
« Houſe. But my Friend was always a Dangler 
« after the Stage ; and I doubt not but you hare 
« many ſuch behind the Scenes, who are never ſo 
d happy as when within the Smell of Tragedy- 
« Petticoats. 

« Among the reſt of our Diſcourſe, Mrs. Jleg- 
« got began to tell of a Misfortune that befel her 


the Year before; which was, that after ſhe had 


«6 play 4 
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« play d a whole Summer without Succeſs in the 
« North, as ſhe was coming up in the Waggon, 
« jr over- ſet; by which Accident, ſhe broke her 
« Collar-bone, and was forc'd to be left at an Inn 
« upon the Road, with only Eleven Shillings in 
« her Pocket, and nor a Friend near the Place : 
And there, continu'd ſhe, I muſt have periſb d, if 
« jt had not been for the good Nature of a young Lady. 
 « [ eprote to her t other Day, and ſent her ſome Pam- 
« pblets: Any Thing diverts in the Country, you 
« noc and the good Creature ſent me up a 
« Turkey and Chine, and a Guinea to drink ber 
« Health.--—-- Drink your Health! Ob! my dear 
« Lady Diana Bevil, J never ſleep without re- 
« membering your Goodneſs to me ! 

« Had ſhe come into the Room, it could not 
« have ſurpriz'd me more, than Mrs. Meggot's 
« mentioning her Name! I was all over Tranſ- 


« port and Trembling! My Confuſion was ſo 
great, that the 1 took Notice of it; 
« P tend to make his Viſit as 


I whiſper'd my Fr 
« ſhort as he oped; for I wanted to ſpeak to 
© him upon particular Buſineſs, He ſeem'd ſur- 
« priz'd at my Haſte, but took his Leave, and we 
« went out topether. 

8 05947 knew all the Story of my Love, 
« but had forgot the Lady's Name. I was now 
« oblig'd to el him plainly, in hopeg he would 
« engage Mrs. Jieggot to my Intereſt, that the 
« Lady ſhe had mention'd was the dear Creature, 
4 for whom I had ſuffer d ſo much Diſgrace and 


« Trouble. 
3 viſbp 
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« [ cvifp, ſaid he, you had told me ſo before; for 
ever fonce Mrs. Meggot was in that Diſtreſs, 
& Diana has taken a particular Fancy to her, and 
44 keeps up a Correſpondence with her. She ſends ber 
« frequent Preſents; and Mrs. Meggot, in Return, 
4 ſends ber all the new Pamplets, Songs, and other 
% Things of Wit and Humour, to divert ber leiſure 


nfs, 
« This News tranſported me. I begg'd him to 
« uſe his utmoſt Endeavours with Mrs. Meggot to 
« convey a Letter to her ; adding, I was ſure 
« Diana would be as much oblig'd to her as my- 
« felf.---- 7 don't know reply d he, whether ſbe can 
« do that; but ['ll anſwer for her, ſhe ſhall de you 
&« all the Service ſhe can.---- She was talking t other 
« Day, that ſbe had an Offer to play at a Town in 
« the North, juſt by where Diana lives. I can 
44 toll whether ſbe has veſolu'd, or not; but I know 
* ſhe had vather go there than to any Place in Eng- 
« land, purely for the ſake of ſeeing her dear Lady 
« Diatta, 4s foe calls ber. | 1 
My Friend promis d to break the Affair to 
« Mrs, Aeggot, and appointed next Day for re- 
« newing, our Viſit to her.----- Accordingly we 
« met, and waited on her together. 
« As ſhe was luckily alone, my Friend im- 
&« mediately eas d my Impatience, and began upon 
« the Buſineſs; In ſhort, told che whole Affair; 
« and that he ſhould look upon it as a Favour 
« done to himſelf, if ſhe could ſerve me. 
« Mrs. Meggot, you know, is never ſo happy as 
« when ſhe can pet at a Secret; and, if the is 
« te be concern d, raiſes Difficulties to 1 
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te the Obligation. This was the Caſe now; for, 
after a long Conſideration, and many important 
« Looks, ſhe told me, the Thing I requeſted 
« would be quite inconſiſtent with Diana's preſent 
« Circumſtances : For, ſaid ſhe, ſhe wrote me 
« Gord in ber laſt but one, that ſhe wa, almoſt a 
« Priſoner, being never ſuffer d to ſtir Abroad, with- 
« out her Father; nor to receive, or curite any Let- 
« ters, but <vhat he had the firſt _ of. And 
« am afraid, Continu'd ſhe, tis upon your 
Account that ſhe is thus confind: I ſhall hate 
« the ſight of you ---- O my poor Diana (Here 
« ſhe fell a crying) ----- that ſhe ſhould be brought 
4 to this Condition for a Man. Gad, Id ſee em 
« all hang'd * I'd ſuffer ſo much. 

« rich this, and a great deal more im- 
« pertinent Nonſenſe of the ſame Sort, ſhe kept 
us near an Hour: At length my Friend reduc'd 
« her to Reaſon, and made her anſwer to the 
« Purpoſe. 

« She then told me you had made her a Pro- 
„ poſal to go with a Company of Players there 
this Seaſon ; and that, upon my Account, the 
« would go with them, in they could get 
« Neceflaries fit for ſuch an Undertaking : That 
« when ſhe was there, ſhe would wait upon Lady 
« Diana, and would undertake to deliver any 
Letter or Meſſage I would defire. This 1 
« greatly approv'd of, and gave her Five Guineas 
* as a retaining Fee: But finding your Scheme 
likely to be deſtroy'd, for want of Money, 1 
deſir d Mrs. Aleggot to introduce me, as a Per- 
« ſon willing to be an 8 ; and to tell you, 

2 
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«Ky our admitting me into the Company, 
« 8 advance a mall Sum to — © 
« Deſign. | 

« I have now let you into the Whole, and 
« beg you'll never mention a Circumſtance of it 
« to any Perſon whatſoever ; and, as my Name 
« will cauſe me to be ſuſpected, pray know me 
« by the Name of Ramble, a young Gentleman 
« bred to the Law; but, having a ſtrong In- 
« clination to the Srage, came down there to try 
«© my Capacity, before I ventur'd to appear in 
c London. * 

I promis'd Mr. Ramble, (as we may now call 
him) a punctual Obſervance of all he deſir d; 
and wiſh'd for an Opportunity of ſerving him, to 
deſerve the Confidence he plac'd in me. 


CAE: TY. 


The Difficulty of fitting Actor: with Cloaths and 
Parts; with ſome Reftections on young Players. 


HE next Day Mr. Glitter and Mr. 
Grammar were to go down; and, as 

the Phraſe is, Take the Town. ----- Accordingly, 
we fitted them out, and gave them Two Guiness 
a-piece, that I had borrow'd of Mr. Rambh. 
hile they were gone, I employ'd myſelf in 
fitting the People with Cloaths, which was - 
calf 
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eaſy Task; for Mr. 2 who was to play on! 
Tragedy and fine Gentlemen, would have all 
Sorts of Neceſſaries for Low - Comedy; and 
Mr. Pepper, who was a Low - Comedian, and 
fir for no Character, but fuch as a Gomez ar 
a Miſer, inſiſted upon the fineſt Suits for him- 
ſeit. This produc'd ſuch warm Arguments on 
all Sides, that I was afraid ſome of our Troo 
would deſert; but Mr. Pepper's Folly found a 
Remedy, when all my Reaſon was exhauſted ; 
which was this-----Among the Cloaths deſign'd 
for us by the Lender, note ſeem'd ſo handſome 
as a Dreſs made for King Richard the Third. 
This was luckily produc'd in the Height of the 
Wrangle. Mr. Pepper, upon ſeeing it, ſtopt 
ſhort ; and, after a ſhort Pauſe, told Mr. Spruce 
that he ſhould take the firſt Choice of the 
Cloaths, provided he would give him the Part of 
Richard (which was defign'd for Mr. Spruce) that 
he might wear that Dreſs.----Sruce awhile deny d 
this; bur, upon Pepper's Condeſcenſion, and pro- 
ducing many Arguments in his Favour; the 
chief of which was, that he was exactly the 
Size of Mr. G it was given up, and for 
the preſent all Animoſity ceas'd between theſe two 
Heroes. | 
Nor was there leſs Confuſion among the Wo- 
men: Indeed they were not quite ſo outrageous, 
but full as malicious. Mrs. Broad was the moſt 
unreaſonable ; for there was not a Dreſs that was 
clean or genteel, but ſhe fixt on for her own Uſe, 
but ſtill found fault with them, and recommended 
all the old, rarniſh'd Habits, to her Siſter _ 
treſſes. 
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treſſes. This Miſs Jbiffle (tho' ſhe kept up the 
Gentlewoman) reſented ; and told her, with : 
Sneer, ſhe had more Cloaths than Parts: Adding, 
if ſhe had Folly enough to expect a Suit for 
every Character ſhe was to play, they would be 
more than a dozen Waggons could carry. Bu, 
continu'sd ſhe, you may put up —_ you pleaſe fu 
me; I ſball diſtingui elf enoug my Pera 
mance. "i ib he Works the | —.— of th 
Room, and gave Mrs. Broad an Opportunity of 
venting her Rage, which ſhe threw all at Mi 
Whiffle's Character. She reckon'd up all the 
Amours ſhe had had, how many Gallants ſhe had 
Jilted, and young Fellows taken in: In ſhort, re- 
counted her whole Life; and, in fo ſcandalous a 


Manner, that the Actors bluſh'd to hear her. I 


was afraid this Breach would hurt our Scheme; 


but, to = great Surprize, I found Mrs. Broad 
ea 


drinking at Miſs }/biffle's the next Day. 
The reſt were as mutinous about their Cloaths 
as theſe ; ſo that my whole Work for four Days, 


was not, as 1 deſign d, to pick out proper Drelles 


for the Company, but to prevent the Company's 
picking page paar — Eyes.----As fer le 
Ramble, they would not ſuffer him to have a 
Suit; for they ſaid, It was Time enough to ft 
Strollers, <vhen the Houſe- Actors were ſerv'd. 
Ir may'nt be improper here, nor thought im- 
pertinent to the Reader, to take Notice of the 
different Claſs of Actors; and the Diſtinction 
there is. between a Houſe - Actor (as they are 
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The Principals of the Theatres in London, were 

encrally made Actors by their own Genius: 

o prove this true, many have left better Pro- 
ſeſſons, where they had great Proſpects of 
Succeſs, for the e, drawn to it meerl 
Inclination. On the contrary, the Strolling- 
Companies are commonly a Set of undutiful 
Prentices, idle Artificers, and Boys run mad 
with reading what they don't underſtand. This 
Aſſertion, I think, can't be call'd falſe by 
any----- but thoſe who have not had Curioſity to 
ſee a Play at the Texnis-Court : But notwithſtand- 
ing, ſome of theſe, after long Practice, and great 
Hardſhip in the Country, get into the Theatres, 
and prove uſeful (tho' not excellent) Performers: 
For they all bring home a Whine of their Educa- 
tion; and tis as caſy to know a Country-Actor 
from a Town one, as tis a French from an Engliſh 
Man, Here they immediately commence Gentle- 
men; yet, tho' their Income is greater, find their 
Fortune leſs, and in a Year's Time are more afraid 
of Bailiffs, than they were before of Conſtables: 
As I have experienc'd this, I could ſay more of 
it; but my Friend Glitter being juſt arriv'd from 
the North, I muft leave my Obſervations to ano- 
ther Opportunity, and hear his Succeſs. 
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CHAP. VI. | 
Glitter and Grammar's Expedition into the North, 


EEING Glitter alone, I could not help ff 
enquiring after Grammar. Ah! ſays Glitter, 
* I with I had never ſcen his Face; he has put 
« me to more Expence and Trouble than al] 
4 8 beſides. He has been drunk all the 
« Way, quarrel'd at every Houſe he came to, 
and was in a fair Way of ruining all our 

Scheme? I was amaz'd at Grammar's Be- 
haviour, and begg*'d my Friend to tell the 
— — which he did, thus: 

„ Yqu know, ſaid he, we fat out on Foot; 
« but, before we got a Mile from Town, Gran- 
« na muſt needs reſt himſelf, which he did at an 
+ Alchouſe, and drank two Drams of Gin and a 
Quart of Ale; with much ado I got him onto 
« Highgate, where he again complain'd of being 


4 tir'd, and repeated his Dang In ſhort, 
l 


« before we had walk'd eight Miles, the Liquor 
0 had got ſo much Maſter of him, that he could 
« ſcarce move a Leg; and, when I accus'd him of 
«« being lazy, he immediately affected a hundred 
* Diſorders : Sometimes he had the Gout, ſome- 
1 times the Rheumatiſm, and at laſt declar'd he 
„ could go no farther that Night; fo I ws 
« obligd to go into an Inn, and order Beds. 


„While I turn'd my Back, he order d a Coop 
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« of Ducks for Supper ; which, though it was 
© more Expence than I deſign'd to run into, yet 
jn hopes 1t would comfort my Fellow-Traveller, 
« ] readily conſented to it, | 
« While Supper was dreſſing, he Entertain'd 
« himſelf with a Pipe and Bottle of Wine ; for- 
got all his Diſeaſes, and went ſeveral Times 
« into the Kitchen to enquire after the Ducks. 
« Ar laſt, being by this pretty drunk, he call'd 
« out, Here, Cook, pray an't you troubled with Lo- 
« cuſts in this Go The Maid anſwer'd, very 
« N No, Lat I never ſaw one. No! re- 
« ply'd he, ww e's one going to prey. upon 
« Ducks ; * 1. to a Trooper, who had juſt ſer jj 
« himſelf down by the Fire-Side. The Fellow | 
« immediately roſe up in a Paſſion ; told him he | 
« was a Scoundrel, for he was ſure no Gentleman ; 
« would caſt a Reflection upon the Army. Gram- 
« ar, ſo far from purſuing his Point, or making. '2 
| WH © a reaſonable Reply, ask d him if he could ſpea i] 
« Greek. The Nees repeated his Abuſe, 
| « Grammar began, and ſpoke out of Homer, faſter # 
| than the Trooper could call Names. When 


te they were both out of Breath, Grammar con- 
« cluded with ſaying, There, you Blockhead, do that i 
« if yau can. This, with tones laughing, fo en- J. 
« rag'd the Soldier, that he fairly hit him a Box 

on the Ear; and, if we had not interpos d, 

« would have made him lame in good earneſt. 

« Grammar, finding the Company between, gave 

* his Antagoniſt aff the ſcurrilous he 

*'conld think of; but Supper being ready, — | 
* mar follow'd it, ß he never fought with 
I « Scoundrels | | 
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« Scoundrels without a Juſtice of Peace for. hi; 
« Second. When he had ſupp'd, and drank beſ 
« Part of another Bottle, he wanted to fight the 
« Soldier for a Guinea; and it was not without 
40 oy Aſſiſtance of the Drawers that I got him to 
« Bed. | 

«,Next Morning he wak'd betimes, and hur. 
©« ried me out of the Inn without my Breakfaf. 
J ſuppoſe he recollected what he had done over 
« Ni 4 and was glad to get away before the 
« Soldier met with him. 
He made a haſty March for a Mile or tuo, 
* without ſpeaking one Word; but then, think- 
« ing himſelf out of Danger, he — to Inveigh 
« bitterly againſt the Trooper; and, indeed, the 
« Army in general. I kept my Patience as lo 
« as I could; but he grew ſo abuſive, that 
« could not help giving him a Caution of ſuch 
% Behaviour, ſaying, that ſome Time or other he 
« would get his Bones broke for his Scurrility, 
« 'This Diſcourſe did not at all pleaſe Grammar 
« He began immediately to be tir'd, and all his 
« Lameneſs and Diſeaſes return'd, till he was in 
'« the ſame Condition as he had been the Day be- 
« fore. At every Alchouſe we came to his Pain 
ac were ſo exquiſite, he was oblig'd to ſtop aud 
« drink: In ſhort, before we had walk'd five 
« Miles, he was as drunk as he had been over 
« Night. 

« 'It was * in this Condition, to get 
him forward; and, after waſting the Day Till 


« Six o' Clock, I was forc'd to put him into a 
Waggon that was going to St. Alban s, where 


« he 
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« he immediately fell aſleep, while I walk'd for- 
« ward. About Nine o Clock he arriv'd, a little 
« recover'd with the Nap he had taken; but he 
« no ſooner came in than he began again, and 
« would not go to Bed 'till he was almoſt ſtupi- 
« fed, When I ſaw him in Bed, I went into the 
« Kitchen, and ſmoak'd a Pipe with two or three 
« hearty Gentlemen, whoſe Converſation pleas' d 
« me; but we had not enjoy'd ourſelves long, be- 
« fore we, and all the Houſe, were alarm'd with 
« an Outcry of Thieves ! Murder ! Whore ! and 
« the like: When running to the Stairs, from 
« whence the Noiſe came, we met the Servant- 
« Maid of the Inn, with her Hair about. her 
« Shoulders, and in a terrible Fright, ſcreamin 
« out for Help, and Grammar in his Shirt, wit 
« his Oak-Stick in his Hand, following, as intend- 
ing to knock her Brains out; and bawling out, 
« Stop ber; ſhe's a Thief.------After ſeparating the 
« Combatants, and en wag + into the Aﬀair, we 
found, the Maid, after ſhe thought Grammar 
« was aſleep, went into the Room, in order to 
« take care of his Candle ; but he being drunk, 
« and but half aſleep, flew out of Bed, ſwore ſhe 
© intended to rob him; and, if the poor Girl had 
« not had the Heels of him, he would certainly 
« have murder'd her : Nay, after we explain'd 
« the Fact to him, he ſtill perſiſted, and ſwore he 
« ſaw her take a Guinea out of his Pocket. This 
« I knew to be falſe; for, to my certain Know- 
« ledge, he could have but ree Shillin 
« which I lent him when he firſt went into the 
« Waggon, Two of which we now found in his 
H 2 « Pocket; 
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« Pocket ; the other, I ſuppoſe, he had ſpent by 
« the Way. Upon this I acquitted the Girl, but 
could not get Grammar to Bed, till I had pro- 
« mis'd he ſhould have Satisfaction in the Morn- 
„ inp. 

« Daring this Fray the Landlord of the In 
« was gone to a neighbouring Fair, fo that his 
„ Wife, who was big with Child, was ten times 
« more terrified than ſhe would have been had 
« her Husband been at Home. She had a Num- 
« ber of Fits, and I really thought would have 
« expir'd in the Frighr. 

a Next Morning, before we were up, my Hoſt 
« arrivd; and, hearing of this Diſorder from 


e his Wife, who painted ir, no doubt, as her 


« Fears conceiv'd it, much worſe than it was, 
40 grew quite outrageous ; and, in his Paſſion, ſen: 
« for a Conſtable, and ſeizʒ d poor Grammar in 


** Bed. They would not give him Time to put 


© on more than his Breeches ; and, in this Condi- 
« tion, would have haul'd him before a Juſtice, 
had not my Entreaties prevented them, 

« Upon talking a little with the Landlord, I 
found he was a ſtiff, proud Fellow, who having 
« been a Slave to the World 'rill he had fill'd his 
Purſe, now took Pleaſure in oppreſling all that 
« fell into his Power.-----I preſently made Gram- 
& mary a Sacrifice to his Pride, and propos'd he 
« ſhould ask his Pardon in any Manner he 
« pleas'd. He ſaid, Lzt the Fellow ask my Wife's, 
« and the Maid's Pardon ; as for myſelf, J dont re- 
« qutire any dirty Submiſſion. This Grammar did, 
« upon which he was diſcharg'd ; and we mo 

. — | | | « the 
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« the beſt of our Way, not a little rejoic'd at 
« this Eſcape. "SW 


CHAP. vn. 


The Mayor and Conftable's Behaviour, witb Gram- 
mar's going to Church. 


« T TPON repreſenting to Grammar the ill 
« Conſequences that might attend his Beha- 
« yiour, in a ſtrange Place, he immediately grew 
« tir'd, and wanted to purſue his old Courſe of 
drinking at every Houſe.----—-Luckily che firſt 
« Inn we ſtopp'd at, there was a Coach and Four; 


« which, upon Enquiry, I found was going within 
three Miles of our Journey's End. This made 
me conſider, if we could get a Paſſage for a 
« ſmall Sum, it would be better and cheaper than 
* ſtopping at every Houſe, and be liable to the 
« Inconveniences Grammar's Drunkenneſs might 
« bring us into. I immediately talk'd with the 
* Coachman, who agreed for Twelve Shillings to 
* carry us. Grammar was greatly pleas'd with 


this Bargain, drank two or three more, 


and got into the Coach; where he ſoon fell 
© aſleep, and never wak'd till we ſtopp'd to dine. 
After we had eat and drank heartily, we pur- 
«© ſud our Journey, and Grammar renew'd his 

| “ Nap; 


* 
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« Nap; which was broke into but once, till we 
« came to the Place to which the Coachman 
« had agreed to carry us, and where we arriv'd 45 
« about a Quarter after Ten at Night. | 

% We ſpent that Night with the Coachman, 
« ho entertain'd us very well with an Account 
te of the different Humours of the Family he lived 

in; and Grammar behav'd now more like a rea- 

« ſonable Creature, than he had done all tlie « 
« Way upon the Road. 

„ The next Day we clean'd ourſelves, and 
« waited upon the Mayor. He is call'd a Grocer, 
but his Houſe has more the Appearance of a 
« Chandler's Shop. He is a great, fat Man, of 
te about ſixty Years of Age, with an Importance 
« about him that makes the Poor tremble, and 
« thoſe out of his Power laugh. He receiv'd us 
« with great Solemnity, and ask'd us into his Par- 
« lour, where his Lady far in State, pinn'd up in 
« a Double-Clout, in an Elbow-Chair, writing 
« out her Husband's Bills, and ſettling his Ac- 
« counts. Upon our Entrance, the Mayor gave 
« her a Nod; which ſhe not obſerving, he fhut 4 
« up the Book before her, and wav'd his Hand 
« for her to withdraw. The Lady immediately 
« acknowledg'd his Power, and went out with a 
« low Curtely, while the Magiſtrate took her 
« Place. | 55 

« We told our Buſineſs with great Submiſſion, 
« and begg d his Protection to our Undertaking. 
When we had done, we paus'd for his Anſwer. 
« He look'd hard at us; and, in a few Minutes, 
* call'd his Man, and bid him bring a Pipe of 
« Tobacco 
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Tobacco and a Candle. When he had taken 
two or three Whiffs, he with great Dignity 
« told us, he had conſider'd of what we ask'd ; 
« and, if our Behaviour was malienant (theſe 
« were his Words) he gave us free Leave to oc- 
« cupy our Ingenuity. e thank'd him kindly for 
« his Indulgence : Upon this, he call'd for a 
« Tankard, which he took u 5 , ſhaking 
« Grammar by the Hand, ſaid, Here's your Health : 
« /'/] protef you. Grammar return'd his Favour 
« by doing him hearty Juſtice in the Ale, attend- 
« ed with great Encomiums upon the Goodneſs of 
« the Liquor. | 
© The Mayor, it ſeems, valu'd himſelf upon his 
« Ale, therefore this high Approbation of Gram- 
« mar's could not fail of pleaſing him; and fo 
« much, that he call'd for t'other Bottle, and 
three more after that. As I found the Effects 
« of it a little in my own Head, I was afraid it 
would put my Companion into his Tantrums, 
therefore declin'd drinking any more at that 
Time but the Mayor inſiſted that we ſhould 
« dine with him. I would have excus'd myſelf; 
« but Grammar, who never wanted twice aski 
« to good Eating, pull'd me by the Sleeve, a 
« ſaid, very civilly, he would do himſelf the 
« Honour to wait on him.-----As we were gol 
«* out, the Mayor call'd us back, and told us he 
« was going to Church, and deſir d we would ac- 
company him; adding, I aſſure you, Gentlemen, 
„ there are Curioſities <vorth your notifying. I lik d 
* this Propoſal very well, as it would keep us 
* from drinking any more, but found it did not 
* . | , « at 
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* at all reliſh with Grammar; for as he had be. 
de the Day with toping, he wanted to purſte 
« jt *rill Dinner: But notwithſtanding his Aver. 
1 ſion, he was oblig'd to comply with the Mayor 
« Requeſt. | 
We march'd in great State after the Magi(. 
« trate, who pointed out to us every Thing re. 
©« markable as we walk d; but was very particy- 
©« lar about a Pair of Stocks that he had order 
« to be mov'd and new painted, ſaying, It a; 
* now an Ornament to the Town; and, by being 
« plac'd fo publickly, frighted People from Swearing 
« and Curſing, as they us d to do. And then, in a 
« Whiſper, ſaid, I Jong to have em handſell d 
13 s dry Diſcourſe, with the Ale he had 
« drank in the Morning, ſet Grammar a gaping 
„ and, while the Firſt Leflon was reading, he 
< fairly fell aſleep. As we fat with the Mayor 
« all the People's Eyes were upon us, and I ws 
greatly afraid we ſhould loſe his Favour by 
this indecent Behaviour, but he took no Notice 
« of it; and tho* I kick'd and nudg'd Grammar as 
*© much as I could, it was all in vain, it was out 
« of my Power to diſturb him: But, to my great 
« Satisfaction, when the Service was over, I 
< found rhe Mayor upon his Knees, in as ſound a 
Sleep as Grammar was. Whether the Mayor 
« did this in Complaiſance to his Company, or 
* for his own Emolument, I can't tell, but it was 
„ with much Difficulty I got em out of the 
« Church. 
* Soon as we were clear of the People, the 

„Mayor propvs'd a Gill and Bitters, which raisd 
1 „ Grammar 
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« Grammar's Spirits. This being agreed to, we 
« pur it into xecution at the firſt Tavern we 
« came at.----By this Dinner was ready, and Mrs. 
« Mayoreſs dreſs d to receive us. 

« 'The Table was furniſh'd with good Fowls 
« and Bacon, and a Joint of Mutton. The Mayer 
« tuck'd in his Napkin and paid away heartily, 
« all the 'Time commending the Goodneſs of his 
Bacon; telling us, tho'ir was of his own fat- 
« ting, and the beſt in Zngland, his Neighbours 
« ſcrupled to give a Groat a Pound for it: Add- 
« ing, A Pox upon em, they ought to be all {© in the 
« Stocks for their Impudence. Some of em keep Hogs 
« of their own ; but, rabbit me, if I catch em about 
« Town II pound every Snout of em. Grammar 
« commended all he ſaid, and kept pace with him 
« in every Thing he did, viz. Eating and Drink- 
« ing.— Mrs. Mayoreſs repeated every Thing 
her Husband ſaid ; and, with great Reverence, 
« drank his Health three or four Times, which 
Grammar as reſpectfully pledg d. 

Dinner over, the magiſterial Nod was given 
4 for Mrs. Mayoreſs to withdraw, which ſhe ac- 
« cordingly did, and Pipes and Tobacco took 
« their Place.------By that Time we had drank a 
« Glaſs, a Meſſage was brought that Mr. Conſta- 
« ble was without.----Let him come in, ſays the 
% Mayor. Immediately a poor, ſhrivell'd, hagged 
Object, full of inftgnificant Importance, made 
% his Appearance. He came to complain of ſome 
* Rubbiſh that was illegally laid in the High- 
© way. Let the Fellocy be ſet in the Stocks, cry d 
«* ous. the Mayor; ['// make him an Example. 
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« Noe, Gentlemen, continu'd he, you ſhall ſee thy 
% Uſe of my Stocks. However, this Affair was ad- 
juſted ſome other Way, to the great Diſap- 
« pointment of the Magiſtrate. 


: 


CHAP. VIII. 
Our taking a Barn to 7 — in, and ſetting out fir 


a R. Conſtable, of Courſe, was ask'd to 
60 drink a Glaſs, and accordingly he took 
« his Chair with great Deference to his ſuperior 
« Officer. We were very complaiſant to this 
« Man of Power, and he very reſpectful to us, a 
« the Mayor's Gueſts. 

« Soon after the Mayor explain'd who ve 
« were; and told Mr. Conftable, that he had 
given us Leave to Tricks in the Town, for 
« the Summer; taking us, I ſuppoſe, for Tum- 
« blers or Mountebanks. The 6 ſtable, I ſaw, 
„ immediately chang'd his civil Looks, and re- 
4 ed us with an Eye of Authority. While 
« he was taking a Survey of us, the Mayor, 
« ſmoaking his Pipe, ask d us a Queſtion that 
« greatly ſurpriz d me. Pray, Gentlemen, ſaid he, 
« are your Acters alive? As I did not underſtand 
« him, he was oblig'd to repeat his Queſtion. I 
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« was ſo confus d, that it was ſome Time before I 
« could tell him we were two of the Performers. 
10 Nay, nay, reply d he, 1 only ank; becauſe J re- 
« member ſome Years ago, when I was in your Office, 
« My. Conſtable, I went to execute a Warrant that 
« qyas taken out againſt a Set of Players ; and, when 
4 made Seizure of their Bodies, I found they <vere 
« thing but Rags, ſo was forc'd to return the Mar- 
« rant not eſt inventus.-----Tho' this Story made 
« me laugh, I was a little nettled to find they put 
« us upon the Footing of Puppets. 

10 The Conſtable, by this Time, having finiſh'd 
« his Obſervations of us, began to enquire our 
« Names, what Playhouſe we belong'd to, and 
« the like. I anſwer'd every Queſtion to his Sa- 
« tisfaction, which drew us into a Converſation 
« about the two "Theatres (for I found he had 
« been often at London, and nor ſo ignorant of our 
« Buſineſs as Mr. Mayor) and I found he was 
« moſtly pleas d with Pantomimes, by the extra- 
« ordinary Opinion he had of the New Houſe. 
This I thought a proper Perſon to conſult 
« with about a Place to play in- He told me, the 
« laſt Company that was there perform'd in the 
« Bull Yard ; and he believ'd we 5 have ir, 
« if we ſpoke in Time. I told him I ſhould be 
very willing, if he would be kind enough to in- 
* troduce me, which he promis d to do 
* this Time Mr. Mayor's Pipe fell from his 
« Mouth, and he was faſt aſleep in his Elbow- 
„Chair. His Wife threw a Napkin over his 
« Head, which was * and, after taking our 

2 * ve 
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& Leave of Mrs. Mayoreſs, we went with My 
«© Conſtable to ſurvey the Ground. 

Upon the Way, the Conſtable told us, tha 

« notwithſtanding the Mayor had given us Leaye 
« to play, it was in his Power to ſend us all 10 
« Priſon. This Diſcourſe ſtartled me; and! 
« ſaid, I know, Sir, you may; but, I preſume, yy 
4% chu not oppoſe what Mr. Mayor had conſent 
% 10. Piſb, 1aid he, a little haſty, a May! 
« ephat is a Mayor] I have more Power by Hat 
«6 dye ſee, than any Mayor of em all. No, 10, J 
« don't intend to medale cvith Jo d ye fee, but [ 
« cyould not have Mr. Mayor, Forſooth, take all the 
« Merit to himſelf ; and he has not us'd me cvell, d ) 
« ſee, in granting Leave without firſt conſulting 
c me ----But I ſhan t hurt yon; only remember it i; 
« in my Power to do it. The Mayor is a good Sort of 
*© a Man, dye ſee, but knows nothing of Law or god 
«. Manners.----But don't be afraid, I give you Leave. 
« You have Leave, d'ye ſee, and ſay no more. 
„ By that Time we had paid our Compliments 
« to this Othcer, whoſe Pride, I found, wa 
< piqu'd by not being properly ſollicited, we ar- 
« riv'd at the Bull. | 

« The Place he had mention'd for our Perfor- 
& mance, was a large, handſome, til'd Barn, in 
« the Middle of the Town, and very fir for our 
« Bufineſs.----The Landlord was civil, and rea- 
„% ſonable in his Demands ; for he ask'd but Eight 
« Guineas for the Uſe of it, during the Summer. 
% This I agreed to, and a Lawyer, Mr. Conſtable 
« ſent for, drew up a Paper to that Purpoſe. The 
« Matter being thus ſettled, the Conſtable * 

| « $ 
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« Glaſs, and ſaid, Come, Gentlemen, let us drink 10 
« the Aclors Succeſs : For I ſhall never trouble em, 
« obſerve me, d ye ſee, tho' you all know tis in my 
« Poqyer There had been more of this Dii- 
« courſe, had not the Lawyer's Wife and two 
Children interrupted us. They came in, full 
« of Curioſity, to know what we were about; or 
« for the ſake of a Glaſs of Wine, which was im- 
« mediately handed to em. We had ſcarce 
« ſery'd theſe, before the Conftable's Lady and 
« his Brother, a Carpenter, join'd us, whom we 
« entertain'd in the ſame Manner. Mr. Conſta- 
« ble introduc'd his Relation, by ſaying, Lookye, 
« dye ſee, obſerve me; this is my Brother, aud if 
« have any Buſineſs in his Way, be ſhall do it: For, 
« gbſerve me, he's a good Workman, and will do it 
« cheap. For my Part, d e ſee, I ſhall never trou- 
& ble you, notwithſtanding tis in my Power. 

« In this Crowd of Interlopers I loſt Grammar. 
« He had ſet very ſurly a long Time, and had 
« now withdrawn himſelf, but where I could not 
« tell, All I could learn in the Houſe, was, that 
« the Gentleman went up the Town. I was con- 
« cern'd at his Abſence, left he ſhould fall into 
« ſome Scrape ; and, as ſoon as I could get rid of 
« my Company, which I did not do without ſome 
« Difficulty, I went in Search of him. 

After I had walk'd the Town over, without 
« hearing any Tidings of him, I went to the 
« Mayors; where the firſt People I met with 
« were the Mayor and Grammar, both drunk, diſ- 
« puting about Politicks. My Entrance broke off 
the Argument; and I was very glad it happen'd 
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a ſo, for as they were both tenatious of their own 15 
« Opinion, a Glaſs or two more would have made 
« Grammar abuſe the Mayor and all his Family: tha 
But, as Luck would have it, we [parted very W. 


« pood Friends. ; 
« The next Morning I hir'd a Couple of re. Po! 
« turn'd Horſes, and we ſet out for London; but bee 


Grammar was ſo gall'd and tir'd with riding ten and 
« Miles, that I was forc'd to ſend back his Horſe, off 
« put him into a Waggon, and make the beſt of nel 
« my Way without him.“ ; 


CHAP. NX. 


Theatrical Diſputes about Parts ; and other Points, 
never to be ſettled. 


T HE next Step, in this great Undertaking, 
| was to — the . and caſt the 
Parts, for the Scaſon of Acting in London was al- 
moſt concluded. Accordingly the next Evening 
we had a Meeting, and began our Buſineſs. 

The firſt Thing that caus'd a Diſpute was the 
unfortunate Marc Antony, who had, fince I faw 
him, got in with ſome of the Company, by treat- 
ing em, or ſome ſuch Means, and they were 
very ſtrenuous for his going with us into the 
Country. My Partner and I were as: reſolute 
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aoainſt it; and told em, we would not run the 
fare of being put down, by taking a Prentice 
into the Company, unknown to his Maſter ; and, 
that if they perſiſted, we would immediately ſend 
Word to his Maſter of his Deſign. f 

After a great many Words we carry'd our 
Point, I went down (where this renter Mina had 
been waiting an Hour or two for his Admittance) 
and gave him our final Reſolution, and he bounc'd 
off with all the Indignation of a disbanded Ge- 
neral. | 

The next Diſpute was between Mr. Pepper and 
Mr. Hruce, about the Part of Lothario. Pepper in- 
ſiſted upon it as his Right, which Sprace laugh 'd 
at 2 great while; but as the A ent grew 
higher, he faid, 7ou do Lothario f <yby Caliſta 
ou7ht * be 2 2 ek any Th 8 do with 
uch a bandy-legg d Baſtard as you are. is P 
— uh 2 Cin $ of Wine in e's . 
which, not hitting quite the Mark, of it flew 
over Miſs Grin, who was ſo provok'd at her Cap 
and Handkerchief _ ſtain d, together with the 
Indignity offer d to Mr. Spruce (for it was whiſ- 
per'd among the Company they had an Intrigue 
together) that ſhe nr flew at Pepper, and 
hit him a Slap o th' Face. As he was a Man not 
over complaiſant to the Fair Sex, he catch'd hold 
of her, and ſwore he'd ſet her A—ſe upon the 
Fire; and, if we had not prevented him, I be- 
lieve would have been as good as his Word 
Aker a little gentee} Language on all Sides, it was 


reed Pepper and Sruce ſhould toſs up for the 
» Which was won by Mr. Spruce. 
During 
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During this Controverſy Mrs. Broad and Mrs, 
Robe had been, in a friendly Manner, upon ſome 
private Buſineſs of their own down Stairs, but now 
return'd ſcolding all the Way up like two Oyſter. 
Women. Upon Enquiry, we found that while 
they were below they had heard, by ſome of the 
Drawers, of the Quarrel about Lothario-----Upon 
which Mrs. Broad ſaid, She hop'd Mr. Spruce 
would carry it, for ſhe could not bear to play Ca- 
liſa with Pepper, becauſe he chew'd Tobacco, 

ay, Madam, reply'd Miſs Grin, it won't affet 
you ; I ſball ſuffer by that, for the Part of Caliſta «va; 
caſt to me when I firſt engag d, and I would not give 


it up to Mrs. C r herſelf.------From hence the 
uarrel aroſe, and they came up to have it 
decided by the Company. 


They. had no ſooner told their Story, than Mrs, 
Pepper roſe up in a great Heat, and ſaid, That 
Part was her's, and Lothario ought to be her Hus- 
band's, and if they robb'd em of all the Capital 
Characters, they might as well go down without 
**m. She would have ſaid more, but Mr. Pepper, 
who could not bear to have any Body hot but 
himſelf, bad her hold her Tongue. This, and 2 
ſevere Frown, put an End to her Argument. 

Miſs Grin ſaid, ſhe thought it was not fit for 
either of tlioſe two Ladies; for it ought to be a 
flim Girl, with a pretty Innocence in her Face. 
This was what Miſs Grin valu'd herſelf upon, 
Miſs biste reply d, (getting up to the Glaks)[ 
can't ſee, Madam, the great Innocence of the Charac- 
ter; but I think it ſbould-be an agreeable young Mo- 
man, and Mr. Glitter told me I was to do the m_ 
* F ar 
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O har, Madam, ſaid Mrs. Formal, there's a great 
deal Judgment requir d to keep up the Spirit of ſuch 
a Part. I am ſure I never took more Pains with a 
Character in my Lije, than 1 did with the Fair Peni- 
tent. 

By this Time all their Tongues went together. 
The Old and Young, the Far and Lean, all put 
in their Claims to Caliſta: And, finding the Men 
were going to renew their Diſpute about Lothario, 
we were forc'd to paſs the Play over, to prevent 
farther quarrelling. 

This Affair was hardly ſettled before Grammar 
join d us, juſt come off his Journey in the Wag- 
gon ; and, if poſſible, drunker than he had been 
all the Time Glitter was with him.-----He was no 
ſooner ſeared than he began to abuſe Glitter, for 
riding before, and leaving him to follow in a 
Waggon. This he urg'd as the higheſt Ingrati- 
tude, after (as he ſaid) he had introduc'd him to 
the Mayor, and got him fo genteelly entertain'd 
upon his Account. This might have gain'd ſome 
Credit, to Glitter's Diſadvantage, had not all the 
Company been acquainted with his Story, and as 
familiar with Grammar's Character; for they all 
knew he would lye beyond the Villainy of a com- 
mon Invention, and atteſt it with as many Oaths 
as Words could make up : So that he did him no 
particular Injury, more than ſetting the Com 
A langhing, and putting a Stop to our Buſineſs for 
that Night. 

Not to tire the Reader with too many Particu- 
lars, I ſhall only inform him, we met four or five 
Times, which were 8 2 with a kundred Diſ- 
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utes about Parts, and Quarrels about their ſeve- 
Tal Merits, which often came to Blows ; for Mr. 
Pepper, when any Thing croſs'd him, was for im- 
mediate Action, without regard 10 Right or 
rong, Sex or Condition. : 

By this Time I found theſe Meetings produc'd 
nothing but Drinking and Wrangling, and the 
more we attempted to ſettle our Buſineſs, the 
more Confuſion we ran into; and ſiuce, with 
great Difficulty, I had caſt about nine Plays, I re- 
olv'd to go out of Town, and leave the reſt to 
be agreed on in the Country, thinking their own 
Intereft might then oblige em to hear Reaſon : 
Belides, 45 Mr. Spruce was making a Party 
to diſtreſs us, and draw off ſome of our Forces, 
which would have broke the Company, and poor 
Gluten and 1 ſhould have been great Loſers in the 
Attempt. This Deſign I communicated to Mr. 
Ramble, who applauded the Scheme, and lent me 
Five Guineas more to hire Carriages for the 
Company; for though each Member was to go 
down at his own Expence, yet I was oblig'd to 
advance the Money, or ſome of em would have 

left us in the Lurch. 7 
I can't leave this Chapter without obſerving the 
unaccountable Opinion this Claſs of Actors have 
of their own Merit, which is never ſeen while 
they are under the Direction of a regular 'Thea- 
tre; but as ſoon as they engage in a Summer Ex- 
pedition, it breaks out moſt extravagantly, and 
hardly one but what would - ſacrifice his beſt 
Friend, rather than give up a Part. This Emu- 
lation would be meritorious, were Kk but rightly 
| plc d; 
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plac'd ; but here it is quite the reverſe, for it is 
not one Time in a Hundred but the Perſon that 
begins a Diſpute of this Sort is no more fit for the 
Part he contends for, than a Negro would be to 
repreſent Fair Roſamond. But it is the common 
Error, to wiſh to be what Nature has deny'd em. 
The Comedians would play Heroes; and the Peo- 
ple fir for nothing bur "Tragedy, would fain ſhew 
themſelves in the moſt humourous Characters. 
How many Diſputes did this miſtaken Notion raiſe 
in our little Company? For Example: Mr. Pep- 

„who is really a good Comedian, and may in 

ime riſe to the Fame of a Johnſon or a Griffin, 
could not be fatisfy'd without playing King 
Richard; and 1s better pleas'd when ſtrutting in 
Tragedy, with the Contempt of the Audience; 
{which indeed his Vanity won't let him ſee) than 
he would be in playing a Fonadlecvife or a Manuel, 
to their entire Satisfaction and Approbation. 
And ſo among the Women. The Reader may re- 
member the Age Diſpute we had about Caliſta ; 
not one but thought ſhe was quality'd to play it: 
Nay, even Mrs. Formal, whoſe Excellence is in 
an old Bawd or a Nurſe, thought herſelf highly 
injur'd in not appearing in ſome of the Heroines. 

This is a general Folly in our Fraternity 
which has hitherto only been ſaugh'd at; bur L 
think it a Vice which ought to be ſeriouſly cor- 
rected, for if it ſhould ever take Root among the 
principal Performers of our London Theatres, the 
Authors would be wreng'd, the World robb'd of 
its Diverſion, and my Brothers of the Stage never 
riſe to the Pinnacle of Fame I with em: But, 
K 2 whatever 
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whatever their Inclinations may be, I hope there 
will be always a Reſtrain of Judgment to confine 
em to their proper Talents; for had ſome of em 


their own Heads, they would loſe more Reputa- 


tion, by going our of their Road, in one Night, 
than they could recover in a Twelvemonth.-----I 
could give many Proofs of this Fact, but the 
Company waits, and J mult prepare for my Jour- 
ney. 


CHAT. . 


Our ſetting out of London. Afr. Spruce's Impor- 
tance, and ſome travelling Accidents. 


VERY Member (as I obſerv'd before) was 

to pay their own Expences of Travelling, 
tho* I was oblig'd to advance the Money; and, as 
they knew I ſhould ſtop it out of their Shares of 
the Profits in the Country, they choſe different 


Vehicles for their Expedition. Some were for 


the Coach, and ſome for the Waggon. As Miſs 
I hiffle had reſolv'd upon the firſt, all the reſt of 
the Ladies came into her Opinion, and would not 


| ſtep into any other Carriage, ſo I hir'd a Coach 


and Four for fix of our Ladies, viz. Miſs }hiffe, 
Mrs. Formal, Mrs. Broad, Mrs. Pepper, Mrs. Robe, 
and Miſs Griz.------Miſs }bifle would fain ** 
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had her Mother crowded into the Company, but 
there being a general Objection to it, ſhe ſaid 
her Mother ſhould go by the Waggon, provided 
they would ler her take Flora (her Lap-Dog) 
with her in the Coach. This being agreed to, all 
Diſputes ceas'd for this Time.----Mr. Ramble and 
myſelf took ſingle Horſes, and Mrs. Meggot was 
complaiſant enough to bear us Company. Mr. 
Broad rid behind the Coach, arm'd with an old 
ruſty Cutlaſs, in order to take Care of his Wife. 
The Party for the Waggon, was Mr. Grammar, 
Mr. Pepper, Mr. [dle, the * * Mr. Stickup, 
the Stage-Keeper, and old . Yhiffe. Mr. 
Spruce and Will Glitter was to have been a 


em; but Will, finding Grammar was to go by the 


Waggon, took a Horſe and join'd us, declaring 
he would never travel where Grammar was in 
Company. 

As to Mr. Spruce, when we came to the Inn we 
found him reading a Letter, with great Atten- 
tion ; and when we told him we were juſt going 
to ſet off, he reply'd, He could not go as he de- 
ſign d, for a Perſon of Diſtinction, who was going 
that Way, had ſent him a Note to deſire the Fa- 
your of his Company in his Chariot. Tho we did 
not believe him, we all ſer out together, and left 
him to follow at his Leiſure. 

The Waggon ſet out two Hours before us, for 
the Horſemen ſtaid out of Complaiſance to attend 
the Ladies in the Coach. About Nine o'Clock 
ve paſs'd 'em upon the Road. We had not gone 
a (Quarter of a Mile further, before we overtook 


Grammar, with a Pipe in his Mouth, walking by 


bimſelf. 


— 
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again he d leave him behind. 
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himſelf, The Moment Glitter ſaw him, he cry'd 
out, Ab, there he is, at the old Game: Five Pounds 
to One he's drunk before Dinner. When we came up 
to him, we ask'd why he had left his Company.---- 
Company] damn em, reply d he, I think I was be- 
witch d to go with that old W---e, Mrs. Whiffle. 
She has teix d me to Death with her hypocritical Siohs 
and Groans; with her (here he mimick'd her) 
« Ab! am ſure it is the firſt Time I ever <vent in 
« a Waggon. Lord! what would my Relations ſay 
« if they. ſaw me! J _= my Daughter <vill take 
care of the Dog ; poor Fool, ſhe'll flarve him, I'm 
« afraid.” Theſe, and a Thouſand other nonſenſical 
Sayings (continu'd Grammar) mix d with an impu- 
dent Boaſting, ſo took ub the <whole Attention of the 
Paſſengers, that I could neither ſleep nor ſpeak; ſo I 
een left em, and am reſolu'd to <valk and ſmoak m 

Pipe all the May: And I <iſh with all my Heart 


ſhe may break her Neck before Night. We pity d his 


Diſtreſs, gave him a Dram, which Glitter had in 
his Pocket, and purſu'd the Coach. 

Nothing particular happen'd here as yet, only a 
flight Quarrel Mr. Broad had with the Coachman, 
which was occaſion'd by Mr. Broad's calling out 
every Mile to ſtop the Coach, that he might ſa- 
lute and ask his Wife how ſhe did. This the Fel- 
low grumbled at, and told him, He had better 
take the Lady behind the Coach with him, for if 
he ſtop d ſo often he ſhould not get to Dinner till 
Midnight; upon which Words enſu'd, but the 
Coachman drove on, ſwearing if he got down 


Juſt 
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Juſt as we arriv'd at the Inn where we were to 
dine, our Misfortunes began ; for the Coachman 
turning too ſhort into the Yard, tore off one of 
the Hind-W heels, threw the Man off the Box, 
and Broad from behind, and fer the Ladies a 
ſcreaming to that Degree that the whole Town 
was alarm'd. 

The poor Coachman was ſadly bruisd, and 
Broad had like to have been kill'd ; for the Cuts 
Jaſs he had taken to guard his Deary with havin 
loſt Part of the Scabboard, the Point, in the Fall, 
had run into his Side, thro' all his Cloaths, and 
confeſs a little ſtartled me; for, as I ſaw ſome 
Blood, I was afraid it had gone deeper than we 
afterwards found ir. The People within receiv'd 
no Damage, more than being frighted at the Ac- 
cident ; except Mrs. Broad, who fainted away upon 
ſecing her Husband in the Condition we took 

im up. 

The Damage done to the Coach, and the 
Bruiſes the poor Fellow had got by the Fall, pre- 
— our proceeding in our Journey for that 


y. 
About Five o Clock Grammar came up, reeling 
drunk. We would 1 ſhun'd him; but, 
as we were unluckily at the Door, he immediate- 
ly join'd Us, ſay ing, Ab, ha, Maſter Glitter 3 what 
has old Grammar beat your Coach and Four? U r 
telling him the Accident that befel us, he laugh d 
hearuly, ſaying, How glad I am I have met with 
you : I wiſh the Coach may break down every Day, 
for then I ſhall know where to meet Company. 
then fell to drinking; and ſeeing _ — a 
ight- 
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Night-Gown, after his Wound being dreſs d, ſaid, 
Zounds, I ciſh you had been kill d and then there had 
been reom in the Coach for me, and I could have made 
love to your Widow. He went on in this Stile for 
a great while, till at laſt he grew ſo drunk and 
ſo abuſive, that we were forc'd, as uſual, to put 
him to Bed. 

When he was gone, we were in a fair Way of 
being pleaſant for the Evening ; but it was not 
long before Mrs. Broad began to complain of 
Miſs V biſtes Dog being in the Coach, ſaying, 
A Woman might as well travel in a Dog-Kennel, 
That the Cur had been fick, had daub'd her 
Gown, and was a Beaſt not fit for a genteel Con- 
veyance. Miſs Whiffle reſented this, and began 
with telling her, She had always had a good Opi- 
nion of Mrs. Broad, but ſhe was now convinc'd 
ſhe did not deſerve it; for, added ſhe, Love me, 
love my Dog. Madam, reply d Mrs. Broad, I love 
Dogs in their Place, but I think you had better have 


fent him in the Waggon with your Mother.---- No, ſaid 


Miſs & biſfie yawning, as I love the Creature, I choſe 
to have him cvith me; but if it offends you, I'll 
bim bebind the Coach with your Husband. From this 
a high Diſpute aroſe, and a great deal of Malice 
and ill Nature found vent on both Sides.------At 
laſt Mr. Broad (who by this Time had finiſh'd the 
Punch) ſaid to his Wife in a Whiſper, loud 
enough for all the Company to hear, Ay Love, let 
the Dog go with me behind the Coach, and the ff 
Place you ſtop at you ſhall find him hung to t 
Braces. J | 1 
T. 
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Mr. Broad's political Scheme ſet us all a laugh- 
ing which ſo offended him, that he took his 


ife by the Hand and-went to Bed, leaving us 


once more in Peace. 


The reſt of the Evening we ſpent over a Pipe 
and a Bottle, which- the Ladies (now all in good 
Humour) freely partook of. Mrs. Meggot drank 
Succeſs to Mr. Ramble, and the reſt pledg'd her. 
1 Gentleman was no leſs complaiſant in 
his Turn, and behav'd himſelf in every Point fo 
genteelly, that the whole Company was in Love 
with him, but eſpecially Miſs Grin ſeem'd to take 
particular Pleaſure in his Converſation : Whether 
ſhe look'd on him as a Lover, or whether ſhe had 
any other View in getting into his Acquaintance, 
ar that Time I could not tell; but the Conſe- 
quence, which will appear in its proper Place, 
convinc'd me. = 


CH AP. XI. 


Grammar's /illainy.----Suſpicion of ſome Amony — 
Spruce's Aligfortune. - 


HEN I got up in the Morning, as I went 
to open the Window that look'd into the 


Yard, who ſhould I ſee but Grammar and the 
Maſter of the Inn, each A a Pipe in bis Mouth, 
i 1 in 
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in deep Diſcourſe together. As I was curious to 
know how they came ſo intimate, I made bold to 
lien to their Talk, and found that Grammar had 
been entertaining the Hoſt with all the Particulars 
ot our Buſineſs, and given the Lives and Charac- 
ters of every one of our Performers; and that in 
ſo villainous a Stile, thar, if the Landlord believ'd 
him, he muſt think us the moſt debauch'd People 
upon the Face of the Earth; which I imagine he 
did, for he was not behind hand in abufing the 
Actors in general, calling em all Vagabonds, and 
the like. He was particularly inquiſitive about 
Mr. Ramble; ask'd how long he had play'd, and 
what Sort of Sbecut he was beſt in. Pub ! aid 
Grammar, ſome idle Boy that has run from bis Clerk- 
ſhip, 1 ſuppoſe. But he has got ſome Money; and, as 
long as that laſts, cur People will be civil to bim. 1 
could not bear this Reflection upon one who had 
behav'd himſelf ſo much like a Gentleman, and 
particularly to Grammar, for we had not been in 
the Inn an Hour before he borrow d Half a 
Crown of him. | 

I dreſs'd myſelf and went down as faſt as I 
could, with Deſign to expoſe him before his neu- 
made Acquaintance ; but before I got into the 
Yard they had finiſh'd their Converſation, and 
Grammar was alone. I attack'd him about the. 
ſcandalous Aſperſions he had thrown upon the 
Company in general, and eſpecially upon Mr, 
Ramble, ſwearing I would let him know whiat he 
had ſaid of him, and if he did not break his Bones 
he ought to be poſted for a Fool. Grammar, who 
was a rank Coward, hearing me talk in this Man- 
ner, 


. Enen. itt. 


. 
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ner, look'd grave for a Minute, and then burſt 
into a loud Laugh; ſaying, Well, its an old Say- 
ing, and a true ones, Harkeners never hear any Good 
« of themſelves.” Why, continu'd he, are you-ſuch+ 
a Fool to be taken in ſo? I had only a ind to hear 
what this Fellow would ſay. I found be wat a 
Blockhead, and ſo had a Mind to Hum bim. Lord 
help your Head, I am ſorry for you !----- He went on 
with a great deal of ſuch evaſive Stuff; but I was 
too ſerious, and too angry to hear any ſuch paul- 
try Excuſes. I told him roundly of his Beha- 
viour, and I don't know how far my Paſſion might 
have carry'd me, had not the Company come 
down to Breakfaſt: But I was unwilling to let 
them into the Matter, leſt it ſnould e more 
Uneaſineſs. | 

As this was a Sort of Lecture Grammar had not 
been us'd to, he did not know how to take it: But 
People had been ſo us'd to laugh at his Shanders, 
that he was perſuaded his Scurrilicy and Impu- 
dence were Wit and Humour. 

When we were met at Breakfaſt the Subject of 
the Dog was again renew'd among the Ladies, bur 
not with ſo much Violence as 1t had been over 
Night: Only Mr. Broad ſeem'd uneaſy it ſhould 
ride behind the Coach with him, and poſitively 


.declar'd he would not conſent to it; ſo it was 


agreed that Grammar ſhould go behind with 

Broad, and the Dog ſhould keep his Place. 
All this Time Miſs Grin had no Share of the 
Converſation. Her * if we might judge 
2 Y 


A genteel Phraſe for making People Fools. 


- 


| ſenſible and deaf. I doubt not 
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her Eyes, were otherways employ'd ; and, 1 
believe, wholly about Mr. Ramble. To every 
Thing he ſaid ſhe was all Attention, and ſeem'd 
to receive the higheſt Satisfaction; while, on the 
contrary, to the reſt of the — ſhe was in- 

ut he obſerv'd 
her, for when ſhe ſometimes was rivetting her 
yes to his, I could ſee him turn 'em, with a 


| modeſt Bluſh, as unwilling to give her any En- 


couragement. 
But that I knew my Friend's Heart was already 
engag'd, and therefore in no Danger of being de- 
Juded by this Girl, I ſhould have caution'd him 
_ her Arts: For though ſhe was not above 
ghteen, ſhe had all the Management and Skill 
of a compleat Coquet ; and, with the feign'd Garb 
of Modeſty, had entic'd twenty to like her, with 
no other Intent but to get Preſents, and then 
laugh at em for their good Nature: Beſides 
which, ſhe had more Malice and Spleen than 
could be imagin'd in one ſo young, and though 
ſhe never enter'd into a publick Quarrel with 
any of her Siſters, yet behind their Backs was 
more ſcandalous abuſive, if poſſible, than 
Grammar. | 
About Eleven o'Clock our Equipage' was re- 
pair'd, and we ſet forward on our Journey. 


About Two we got to Dinner, without any re- 


markable Circumſtance an nm, n the Road. 

"vm as the Meat came upon Table Miſs Grin 
fell into Fits, which continu'd ſo long that we 
were all forc'd to take up with a cold Dinner, ex- 


cept Grammar ; for, while the reſt of the Com- 
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ny were employ'd in recovering Miſs, he fat 

imſelf down, very compos'd, eat heartily, 
without any regard to the Girl's Illneſs, or the 
Confuſion this Accident had thrown us into. 

This drew on the Reſentment of the Ladies. 
They call'd him inhuman Brute, Glutton, ill-bred 
Swine, and the like; and indeed he deſerv'd it, 
for he had not only ſat down rudely before the 
reſt of the Company, bur had ſo mammock'd and 
defac'd the Meat, that ir was diſagreeable to look 
at. Mrs. Formal ſaid, Sure he could not be a 
Man, that had no more Concern for a young Crea- 
ture in ſuch a ſudden Sickneſs. Jy, replies 
Grammar, I don't underſtand Womens Sickneſs, not J. 
If bad ſtaid any longer without my Dinner, I ſhou'd 
have fainted too. I ſuppoſe ſhe's Breeding, and in ſuch 
a Caſe theſe Fits are very common. During this 
Diſpute, Grammar was feeding Miſs V hiffle's 
Dog; which ſo pleas'd her, that though all the 
reſt of the Women were ready to tear him to 
Pieces for what he had ſaid of Miſs Grin, ſhe 
took his Part; ſaying, He was a good-natur'd 
Man, and though he was a little. rude ſomerimes, 
he meant no Harm by ir. To prevent a Diftur- 
bance, the Men join'd in her Opinion ; and when 
Miſs Grin was come to herſelf, we made as good 
a Mea] as Grammar's Leavings could afford us. 

When Dinner was over, Vill Glitter, Ramble, 
and I, weat into the Yard to order the Coach to 
be got ready; when, on a ſudden, we were 
alarm'd with the Noife of a Hundred young 
Voices, crying out, 4 Lick behind ! a Lick behind ! 
Upon going to the Gate, we ſaw all the * 
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the Village following a Coach and Four, ſtill 
crying out in the ſame Manner as when we firſt 
heard them. As the Coach came near, we ſaw the 
Man whip ing behind as. hard as he could, and 
an Object ſhe rering himſelf from the Laſh under 
the Braces; who, when he was within ten Yards 
of us, leap'd down into the Road; and fell upon 
his Back. We ran immediately to the Aſſiſtance 
of the fallen Man, who was now ſo cover'd with 
Duſt that it was impoſſible to diſcover one Fea- 
ture in his Face ; but after wiping him a little, 
to our great Surprize, we found it was our Friend 


Spruce. 


Though he was in Diſtreſs, we could not help 
laughing at him, when we remember'd his refu- 
ſing our Company to travel with his Lord; 
however we had Good-nature enough not to 
let him ſee us, in his preſent Condition: But 
Grammar, who never felt for any Body but him- 
ſelf, no ſooner ſaw him, than he cry'd out, I hy, 
Maſter Spruce, what bas my Lord kick d you out of 
Company? This ſet the Women ſo upon the Titter, 
that it was impoſſible but the poor unforiunate 
Count (for ſo we us'd to call him) muſt perceive 
he was the. Jeſt of the Company : But leſt he ſhould 
not underſtand em, Miſs I biff explain'd her 
Opinion, by ſaying, Ty, Ay. Spruce, I fancy 
you have got into my Lord Dunghill's Service, for 
you ſeem to have his Livery on As Spruce found 
the Laugh was againſt him, he made uſe of an 
Excuſe, that Good-nature muſt have bluſh'd not 
to look upon as ſufficient----//by, Gentlemen, ſaid 


he, I borrow'd a ſmall Sum of Money of Air. Live 
. Play, 
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ys in order to bear you Company upon the Road; 
my Rogue of a Taylor, hearing I was going out 

of Town, arreſted me at the Inn. I was forc d to 
pacify him <vith the Money I had borraw'd for my 
Journey ; and the Letter you Jaw me reading, was 
one [ Was juſt ſending to a Friend of mine, an eminent 
Merchant in the City, for five Guineas, to carry mg 
bn; but he being unluckily out of Town, I was 
forc'd to ſet out on Foot, and got now and then a Lits 
bebind a Coach. I <was very fortunate in meeting 
with Carriages till I came within five Miles of this 
Place, <vhere the Coachman offer d me to ride, pro- 
vided I would give him a Pint of Mine; but 
Stack being almoſt exhauſted, I vas forc d to decline 
the Bargain, and <valk on. When he overtook me 
on the Road I got up unperceiv'd by him, and rods to 
this Place; and might have gone ſome Miles farther, 
bad not the Boys ſmoak'd me, upon which the Fellow 
usd me as you ſaw. | 

It has already been hinted, that Miſs Grin was 
ſuſpected to have a Tendre for Mr. Spruce, and we 
all iwagin'd ſhe would have given particular 
Marks of it upon this Occaſion ; but fo far from 
it, that ſhe ſeem'd highly delighted wich his 
Misfortune, and ſeconded Grammar in all the ill- 
natur d Jefts he broke upon him. Whether this 
proceeded from her new Pafhon for Mr. Ramble, 
or from ſome Quarrel ſhe had had with Spruce be- 
fore they came our of Town, or from this publick 
Diſcovery of his Circumſtances, I can't tell, but 
it is certain ſhe had a Mind to let the Company 
ke ſhe had not the leaſt Affection for him. 


- 
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Mrs. Robe took Notice of it, and ſaid, Real, 
Miſs, you 'muſt be very inhuman to make yourſelf 
merry with the young Gentleman's Misfortune, tho be 
had been a Stranger; but (or the Town has done you 
great Injury) as he is a particular Acquaintance of 
yours, I think he might expe a little civiller Treat- 
ment from you. Ay Acquaintance ! (reply'd ſhe, 
colouring up to the Ears) I have no more Intimacy 
evith him than you have : Or if I had, I ſuppoſe he's 

#5 good as the Mercer s Prentice that drinks Tea cvith 

you every Afternoon.----Mrs. Robe, upon this, flew 
at her, and would have demoliſh'd her Head, if 
we had not ſtop'd her. Miſs Grin ſeem'd a little 
trighten'd, but would have the laſt Word; fay- 
ing, At I <vas not bred at Billingſgate, I can't be 
4 Match for Airs. Robe in this Sort of Converſa- 
tion. | 

During. this Dialogue, the Coachman was at 
the Door, begging and praying we would fer out, 


without the lea * from mw one of us; 


*rill, having quite loft his Patience, he roar'd out, 
Da---n me if I wait your Noiſe and Nonſenſe any 
longer. If you don't come directly, ['ll put up the 
Horſes again. This put an End to the Diſpute, 
and we handed the Ladies into the Coach. 

Mr. Spruce had ſtood all this Time amaz'd at 
Miſs Grin's Behaviour, and never once thought 
how he ſhould get to his Journey's End; how- 
ever, we agreed with the Coachman to let him 
ride upon the Box. While this was doing, Spruce 
_ effer'd Miſs Grin his Hand into the Coach; but 
ſhe flung from him with great Diſdain, and de- 


ſir'd Mr. Ramble's Aſſiſtance, © Spruce a 
ö thing, 
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thing, but mounted to his Seat, though I could 
ſee he was thoroughly mortified at this Treat- 
ment. 

Every Man having taken Poſſeſſion of his 
Seat, we proceeded on our Journey. Nothing 

rticular happen'd, unleſs now and then a few 
bering Words between Mrs. Robe and Miſs 
Grin within the Coach, and ſome Jeſts of Gram- 
mar's without; ſuch as ſtopping at an Alehouſe, and 
drinking my Lord's Health to Spruce; and crying 
out at every Equipage we met, Spruce, I be- 
live my Lord has miſs'd your Company, and is come 
back to look for you. Thus the Time was ſpent till 
Nine o'Clock, when we arriv'd at the Town 
where our Journey was to end. | 


CHAP. XII. 


Our Arrival in the North. ---- Grammar's Jeſt, the 
Cauſe of 4 great Quarrel. -The Misfortune 
Spruce had like to come into, and ſeveral odd Ac- 
cidents. 


| Don't know how they had their Intelligence, 
but we no ſooner came into the Town, than all 
the Girls and Boys of the Place got round the 
Coach, crying out to one another, Here ! here ! 
the Show Folks are come; ſo that, before we got to 
our Inn, we had On as if ay 
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been going to Exccution.----One young Fellow 
(for what Reaſon I don't know) was very curious 
to know who the Gentleman upon the Coach-box 


was (meaning Spruce) and went up to Grammar to 


enquire, who very gravely anſwer'd, It was a 
Lord, whoſe Chariot had broke down u the 
Road, and had choſe to ride upon the Box, ra- 
ther than wait the mending of his own Vehicle. 
This Report got to the Inn before us; and, 
when we came in, the whole Buſineſs of the Ser- 
vants was to attend Spruce, calling him at every 
Word my Lord, and your Lordthip. Hey- day!] 
cry'd I, eve have calld you Count a great chile, 15 
T never knew you by this Title before. I really 
thought, as he was a vain Fellow, and very fond 
of Amours, that he had in ſome Part of his Life 
been at that Town, and aſſum'd the Title of Lord, 
in order to ſeduce ſome Girl with this pretended 
Dignity, and the Drawers remember'd his Face 
again. 1 

S The Servants odd Behaviour, and our Mirth, 
ſo provok'd Spruce, that he ran into the Kitchen, 
ſwearing he would break the firſt Man's Head 
that call.d him Lord again. Now the Fellow Who 
firſt rais d the Report happen'd-to be there, drink- 
ing with ſome of his Companions; and, as the 
Converſation had turn'd chiefly upon the Arrival 
of the Actors, the Story of my Lord had been 
repeated. When he came into the Kitchen, they 
all got up, paid him great Reverence, while every 
one was officious to call the Servants to receive 


his Lordſhip's Commands. Spruce was ſurpriz u 


at this Ceremony, but very gravely told dem they 


Were 
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were miſtaken, he was not the Perſon they took 
him for ; that he had, indeed, been told before 
he was like a Man of Quality in Londen, but that 
his Name was and one of the Actors come 
to play there for the Summer ; thank'd 'em for 
the Honour they had done him, and withal ask'd 
em to drink, which they readily accepted of, and 
uce return'd to Supper. 

We had not ſat Half an Hour, before the Land- 
lord call'd me out, and told me, he was ſorry to 
find us in ſuch Company. What Cy re- 
ply'd I haſtily. My my Lord there, ſaid he; ſome 
Men in the Kitchen ſay they know him; and, though 
he denies his Title, they are certain be vas in the 
3 and bave ſent for an Officer to ſecure 


I was a little puzzled how to act in this Affair; 
for though I knew rhey were miſtaken, yet if 
Spruce was ſo like the Perſon they took him for, 
it might occaſion a great deal of Trouble, before 
we could convince em of their Error. I had not 
Time to ask Advice, before Mr. Conſtable (the 
Perſon Glitter had before deſcribed) appear'd 
with a Brace of Piſtols in his Hands, and Halt a 
Dozen Fellows for his Aſſiſtants. They all 
bounc'd iuto the Room; and Spruce being pointed 
out by one of the Informers, Mr. Conſtable went 
up to him, and ſhewing his Staff of —_ ſaid, 
Aly Lord, I am orry, dye ſee, to inform your 
Lordjbid that 3 uce ſtarted 
up, crying, What the Devil does the Fellow mean 
Fellow reply d the Officer, do you nowv who you 
talk to? Here, os” x to his Followers) = 
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hold of bim, d'ye ſee; and take Care be don't eſcape, 
as you'll anſwer to the contrary.----They were now 
going to haul him out of the Room; but we 

gg'd Mr. Conſtable to fir down, and hear what 
we had to ſay. Woe then gave him all the 
Aſſurances we could that his Name was Spruce, an 


Actor in one of the Theatres in London, and had 


been ſo three or four Vears.- The Conſtable, 
after a little Pauſe, call'd the Man who had given 


him the Information, and ask'd him how he knew 


him to be a Lord.----- The Fellow immediately 
anſwer'd, that he had no perſonal Knowledge of 
him; bur ſaid he, That Man, (pointing to Gram- 
mar) <vhen this Compamy came into the Town, bor 
my asking <vho the Gentleman upon the Coach- bor <xas, 
told me it cas a Lord, <vhoſe Coach had broke down 


* ? the Road, and choſe rather to ride upon the 
0 


« Box, than cvait the mending of his own Venticle, 
« [ think he call'd i! And ſo, becauſe the Gentle- 
man <vould not own his Title <vhen he came into the 
Kitchen, due thoug bt it <vas one of the Lords in Diſ- 


guiſe, that vas making his Eſcape from the Rebellion; 


and we cvanted to carry him before the Mayor, that 
awe might get the Reward for apprehending bim. 
This Account clear'd up the whole Affair, for 
we now found it was Grammar's Roguery, in order 
to Hum (as he calls it) the Country Fellows, that 
had occaſion'd this Miſtake ; which ſe: the whole 


Company a laughing, excepr Sprxce, who was going 


to knock Grammar o th' Head for bringing him 
into this Trouble: And the Informers, ſeeing 
they were made a Jeſt of, were no leſs angry, 
and ſwore if ever they met with Grammar oo d 
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throw him into the Mill-Pond. --—- However, we 
ſoften'd em as well as we could; told em the 
Gentleman had been only merry with em, bur 
meant no Harm; and if they would go into the 
Kitchen and laugh over a Bowl of Punch, they 
ſhould be heartily welcome. This had the deſir d 
Effect, and they left the Room without any far- 
ther Threats. 

This Miſtake being ſet to rights, we began to 
drink about; bur Mr. Conſtable, who thought we 
had not paid Reſpe& enough to his Power, call'd 
out in a magiſterical Voice to Spruce, And pray, 
Sir, d'ye ſee, what do you ſay to me? To you, Hr, 
reply d Spruce, concerning cubat, pray? Kr, 
anſwer d he, for the Affront you gave me. Tous call d 
me Fell- Had you been a Lord, dye ſee, as I 
thought, Office has Pocver, d'ye ſee, to trounce 
you for ſuch Language ; but as you knew yourſelf to be 
but one of the Shew-Folks, dye ſee, I wonder at your 
Impudence, to make uſe of ſuch a Word to one of the 
King's Officers. Spruce was going to ſpeak, but 
the Conſtable ſtop'd him, by ſaving, Do you know 
the Poxyer of this Staff ; that by Virtue of this, dye 
ſee, I can ſend you to Jail as a Vagabond? Wit 
Glitter, ſeeing the Conftable ſo angry, and being 
afraid he ſhould prevent our — got up very 
fubmiſhvely, and begg'd he would nor impute 
Mr. Spruce s Behaviour to any Diſreſpect he had 
for him or his Office, but to the Confuſion this 
Affair had put him into. This the Ladies ſe- 
conded; upon which, Mr. Conſtable was ap- 
peas'd, and very gallantly ſaid, I am very happy 
to have it in my Power to oblige à Set of lach fine 

omen 


it, came in; but the principal Officer, Mr. Pep- 


102 Poung SCARRON. 


Women, d'ye ſee, by letting you act in the Jos. 
Bur could not conclude without giving us a Hint 
how eaſily his Power could ſuppreſs us, in ſpite of 
the Mayor's Teeth. He then ran on a great deal 
of the ſame Sort of Stuff Glitter had deſcrib'd, 
about the Power of a Mayor, and a Conſtable; 
for though he was good-natur d, he could not 
bear to think any Man ſhould have more Power 
erh e Treatiſe of his Im h 
is Treatiſe is Importance was chi 

addreſyd to Mrs. Robe; who, in Return, 8414 
his Vanity ſo well, that he paid her a Hundred 
Compliments, and as often drank to her Health 
and Succeſs; which ſeem'd to be a fair beginning 
of an Intrigue: Indeed, there was no great Pro- 
2 made in the Affair that Night, for Mr. 

ſtable got ſo drunk before he came to Par- 
riculars, that he fell off his Chair, and the whole 
Power of his Otkce could not take him up; but, 
by the Aſſiſtance of the Drawers, he was convey'd 
ſafe Home. E | 


gy —— — —C __@————___@__ * * _ ee 
CHAP. XII. 
The Arrival of the Waggon. Our Induftry.--Spruce's 


Vanity, with the Conſequence. —-- My. Ramble's 
Difaypobitment. 


HE next Morning the Waggon, with out 
Baggage, and the few Forces that attended 


per, 
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had deſerted em, the firſt Day's — 
Low very particular in my Enquiries after hi 
for we depended upon his Performance more than 
upon any ſingle Perſon in the Company -----I was 
id, as he was one of a techy, paſſionate Na- 
ture, that he was affronted he had not a Place in 
the Coach, and had left us out of Pique : But Mr. 
[dle ſoon eas d my Doubts; for he told me, that 
they had not been ſix Hours in the Waggon, be- 
fore Mr. * ſaid, Idle, do you think [1 travel a 
Hundred Miles thus? Indeed, ſaid Tdle, I was fur- 
hir d, Sir, you did not go in be Coach with your 
Wiſe -u Fool, reply'd he, I put ber there under 
the Colour of a liment, and myſelf in the Wacgon 
wnder the Notion of Frugality, only to get rid of ber; 
for, to tell you the Truth, I have a Girl <oaits for 
me about five Miles off in a Chaiſe and Pair, ith 
hom II Ly a Day or two, and then bring ker 
within a Ride of the Tocon <ve are going to, and in- 
all the Summer. Soon after this he agreed 
with the W r for his, Horſe to carry him a 
few Miles before us, fo wiſh'd us a good Jour- 
ney, and I have never ſeen nor heard of him 
fince ; only that he left the:Horſe, accorging to 
Appointment, which the Man took up.—— This 
Account made me eaſy, ſince it aſſur d me Pep- 


der would be there Time enough to perform. 


Mrs. M hie then kept me an Hour to hear 
her Complaints ; that not being us d ro a Waggon 
her Bones were ſo ſore, ſhe could ſcarce ſtir; 
that Mr. Grammar had behav'd himſelf like a 
Brute, and left em the firſt Day; and a great 
deal of ſuch Stuff; adding, That ſhe —— 
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been able to eat or ſleep all the Way upon the 
Road, for thinking how ſick poor Flora would be 
with riding Backwards: For, ſaid ſhe, I know ſome 
of thoſe great Ladies have no Humanity, and would 
hang the pretty little Creature, rather than go through 
the . Fatigue fer it. With this Sort of Non- 
ſenſe the would, I believe, have kept me all Day, 
had not her Daughter come down with Flora; 
which occaſion d ſuch uncommon Traniports, that 
I found Means to make my Eſcape. 
After Breakfaſt we all went to work to put up 
the Scenes, except Mr. Spruce, who objected to 
that Sort of Employment; ſay ing, He came there az 
an Actor, and not a Carpenter: But however, 
added he, TI do you more Service another Way; for 
I'll dreſs 1 go round the Town, and make ſome 
Intereſt evith'the Ladies. 

Mr. Ramble and Mrs. Meg got were toge- 
ther, conſulting how to get to the Speech of 
Diana; and it was reſolv'd, That Mr. Ramble 


mould write a Letter, and that Mrs. Megrot ſhould 


viſit Diana, and take an Opportunity of mention- 
ing Valentines Name: If ſhe then perceiv'd the 
leaſt Alteration in her, or ſeem'd fond of en- 
2 after him, Mrs. Meggot ſhould deliver 

is Letter; but if ſhe appcar'd indifferent, to 
take no Notice of it; and at all Events, not to 
let the Lady know he was there in the Quality 
of an Actor. a 

While they were in Conference, Miſs Grin 
was very uneaſy to known what private Buſineſs 
they could have together, and made a Hundred 


to 


IK A @ 


— 
W 


© © mT cy 


Ny w iwW HF * 5 5 mw & wytl W» VN - 


Sw 5 po W667 » 


Yung SCARRON, 1053 


to find out the Secret; or elſe to meet Mr. 
Ramble as he came out, and inſinuate herſelf into 
his Favour, Spruce, at the ſame Time, being 
jealous of Miſs Grin's Inclinations, watch'd, her 
as narrowly, as ſhe did Mr. Ramble.--- While 
they were chaſing one another, Mr. Conſtable 
had got Mrs. Robe into a private Room over a 
Bowl of Punch, with Deſign, I ſuppoſe, to break 
his Mind to her.----The reſt of the Company, 
particularly c Glitter and myſelf, were buſied 
in our theatrical Decorations. About Twelve 
o'Clock, Mr. Ramble came in; and, in a Whiſ- 
er, delir'd I would go with him into the 
ouſe, for he had ſomething of Conſequence to 
ſay to me.----I immediately quitted my Hammer, 
and follow'd him. 

We had ſcarce got into the Room, but Mr. 
Ramble cry'd out, with a diſtracted Air, Oh /! 
my dear Friend, I am undone ! all my Deſigns are 
fruſtrated, and my charming Diana is of for ever ! 
[ was as much ſurpriz'd as he; bur I begg'd he 
would tell me what he meant, and what Reaſon - 
he had for ſuch an Apprehenſion. Inftead of 
making me an Anſwer, he rav'd and tore like a 
mad Man. I us'd every Argument I could think 
of to bring him to Reaſon, for his Behaviour 
quite frighten'd me. I fear'd he ſhould attempt 
his own Life; or that the People of the Houſe 
ſhould over-hear him in his Diſtraction, by which 
he might be diſcover'd, and Joſe his Uncle's 
Favoyr for ever. 

With much Difficulty, at laſt I pick'd this Ac- 
count from l:im,---- Mrs, Aeggot has been, = 
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ſhe promis'd, to wait upon Diana, but was ſtop'd 
at the Door, and told, Her Father had turn'd all 
the Maid-Servants away, and had given ſtrict 
Orders that no Woman whatever ſhould come 
within his Doors. Upon her enquiring into the 
Reaſon of this ſtrange Humour, the Servant threw 
the Door in her Face, without making any Re- 
ply. Mrs. A/eggot, amaz'd at this Behaviour, and 
Fall of Curioſity io know the Cauſe of it, went to 
a Publick-Houſe not far from Mr. Bevil's, where 
ſhe had formerly been acquainted, and found out 
e whole Secret; which was this----- Mr. Bevit 
having confin'd and us'd Diana with the utmoſt 
Severity, ſince the Diſcovery of a Letter that was 
ſent to her from a young Gentleman in London, at 
length was fo provok'd at this Treatment, that 
the found Means, by the Help of her Chamber. 
maid, as it is ſuppos d, to make her Efgape out of 
the Houſe----This happen'd about two Months 
ago; and, though the utmoſt Care has been us d 
to find her out, they can't as yet learn the leaſt 
Tidings of her. This has ſo enrag'd and griev'd 
Mr. Bevil, that he has turn'd away all the Fe- 
males in his Family, and ſhut himſelf up in his 
Chamber, ſwearing never to converſe with or ſee 
one of her Sex more, unleſs his Daughter re- 
turn. He could ſcarcely finiſh this Account be- 
fore he burſt out again in Agony; crying, Do you 
mark ? that Letter J ſent has been the Ruin of poor 
Diana! I jball run diſtracted æuith the Thought ! 
That I ſnould undo what J fo dearly love ! 
This Relation, with the Effect I ſaw it had 
upon wy Friend, greatly ſhock'd me. I made uſe 


of 
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of many Arguments to appeaſe him, but found 
none ſo prevailing as telling him, It was my Opt- 
nion Diana's Paſſion for him had tempted her to 
this Raſhneſs ; and, doubtleſs, ſhe was gone to 
London in Search of him. This gave him ſome 
Eaſe, and put him upon a Project of going imme- 
diately to Town, in hopes of finding her. But T 
was forc'd to oppoſe him here; for, as he came 
down as one of our Company, his leaving us would 

reatly maim the Pertormances. ith much 
Difficulty I prevall'd with him to conceal his Un- 


calineſs, and ſtay where he was; ſaying, Her FA 


ther having made fo much Enquiry after her, it 
was = ible but a little Time muſt bring her to 
Light. 

He would have talk'd of this Affair all Day, 
had we not been interrupted by hearing Mr. 
Hruce ſwear and curſe at a great Rate, that he 
would murder Grammar the firſt Time he mer 
him. Upon Enquiry into the Cauſe of this ſud- 
den Rage, we found ir aroſe from the old Story 
of my Lord-----For after Spruce had dreſs'd him- 
ſelf in all his Beſt, to make (as he promis'd us) an 
Intereſt with the Ladies, as he went through the 
Town, this Tale of my Lord having got all over 
it, the People follow'd, and ftar'd at him as if he 
had been a Monſter ; crying, I hich is my Lord? 
while another pointed him out, and related the 
Story. This particular Behaviour put the poor 
Hero ſo to the Bluſh, that he was forc'd ro quir 
his Deſign upon the Ladies Hearts, and ſneak 
3 for Shelter from the Laugh of the Popu- 
ace. 
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We had hardly brought him to Temper before 
Miſs Grin join'd us; who, upon hearing what had 
happen'd to Spruce, burſt into a moſt immoderate 
Fir of Laughter : Which ſo provok'd him that he 
catch'd her by the Arm, and drawing her to a 
Corner of the Room, ſaid, in a great Paſſion, How 
durſt you uſe me thus! I uſe you, Fellow ! reply d 
ſhe aloud, I uſe you as you deſerve, and as all Block- 
heads ou bt to be us d: And then (running to Mr. 
Ramble) continu'd, Did you ever ſee ſuch a Prot 2—— 
—＋ ſaid no more, but I-could ſee by his Looks, 
that he was convinc'd Miſs Grin's odd Behaviour 
to him proceeded from her Kindneſs for Mr. 
Ramble. She then made uſe of all her Art and 
Airs to entertain Mr. Ramble, to all which he 
ſeem'd quite inſenſible; and if ſhe had known as 
much of his Condition as I did, Mr. Spruce would 
have been the more acceptable Gallanc to her. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


T he Co ry invited to Supper. The Conſequence.---* 
Miſs Grin's Fealouſy.----- Settling the firſt Play. 


B that Time we had finiſh'd our Stage, Mr. 
Conſtable, with five or fix Gentlemen of the 
Town, came to Supper with us at our Inn, and 


inſiſted that our whole Company ſaould fir down 
wil 
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with 'em; which we all agreed to, except Mr. 
Ramble, who was fo ſhock'd with the News of 
Diana, that we could by no Means prevail with 
him to leave his Chamber. Mr. Sruce came, as 
he promis'd ; but had ſcarce finiſh'd his Compli- 
ments before he ſaw the Strangers ſtare — at 
him, and then whiſper one another. Spruce imme- 
diately colour'd like Scarlet ; and, tearing the 
Story of my Lord was going to be reviv'd, made 
an Excuſe out of the Room, and we ſaw him no 
more that Night. ------As our Company was com- 
d of ſome of the molt leading People of the 
Town, his Behaviour here hurt — for, after 
they had heard the Story, laugh'd at it, and found 
Mr. Spruce had left them fo abruptly, they call'd 
him prodigal Coxcomb, and techy Fool ; N 
He ought never to be admitted into Company, i 
evou'dn't let bis Friends laugh at an innocent */eſt upon 
him. This was their Opinion of Spruce, while 
Grammar was highly alin for his Wit. 
Fearing their Cenſure might fall in the ſame 
Manner upon Mr. Ramble, I made a formal Apo- 
logy for him, ſaying, He was ſeiz'd ſuddenly wich 
a violent Head-ach, and was oblig'd to go to Bed. 
Mr. Conſtable and Mrs. Robe had much the 
largeſt Share of the publick Converſation But 
one of the Company, a Doctor of Phy ſick in the 
Town, was not behind em with Miſs V biste; 
for, trom the Time Supper was over 'till we 
parted, they never ceas'd whiſpering. Though I 
could not over-hcar Particulars, yet by their Ac- 
tions I perceiv'd Love was the chief Subject af 
their Diſcourſe, | _ 
| While 
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While the Company were thus differently em. 
* Miſs Grin ſtole out of the Room. I ſaw 

r go, and . ſhe was affronted that Some- 
body had not made their Addreſſes to her: But it 
ſeems ſhe had other Matters in her Head, which 
will appear in a proper Place. 

When the Company broke up, before I went 
to Reſt, I call'd upon my Friend Ramble, for I 
was very uneaſy to ſee him ſo much cut of Order. 
When I came in, I found him in his Cloaths, faſt 
aſleep upon the Bed, with the Letter he had ſent 
by irs. Megget to Diana lying upon the Pillow 
by him. I awak'd him, and with much Difficulty 
prevail'd with him to 80 to Bed. When he was 
there, I begg'd him for the future to be more 
careful of his Health, than to hazard it by that 
indiſcreet Manner of Slecping.----He told me, he 
did not do it by Deſign ; But, ſaid he, ever ſince 
= ſat down to Supper, I have been thinking of poor 

iana I have read the Letter I deſign d for her 4 
hundred Times over, and indulg d my Fancy with 
imagining how much ſhe <vould have been ſurprix d 
and pleas'd, if ſbe had read it; till being quite jaded 
evithT hought, I ſunk, inſenſibly, into the Sleep in which 
you found me. After a little farther Converſation 
with him, I recommended Patience and Repoſe, 
as the only Medicines that could ſerve him, and 
ſo went to Bed. 
| * next Morning we — — at = Theatre 
{for u purpos'd opening t lowing) in 
order to — a. Play to begin with ; 2 as 
Mr. Pepper. was not yet arriv'd, our Schemes were 
much diſconcerted. Many Comedies and Trage- 
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dies were mention'd, for each would have had the 
Play that himſelf was moſt Principal in--Mr. 
would hear of nothing but Richard the Third ; 
others objected to ir, eſpecially Mrs. Pepper, who 
faid, The Part belong'd to her Husband, and no 


Body ſhould take ir from him in his Abſence. 


Spruce reply'd, I can't fee <vhy the whole Company 
ſhould ſuffer, for Mr. Pepper's [dleneſs. I am _—_ 
in the Part, and [ believe it is the Opinion of t 
whole Company, that it is the — Play we can 
open with, and will ſuffer the leaſt by your Husband a 
Abſence. After many Arguments, pro and con, 
Spruce carry'd his Point, and every one agreed to 
begin with Richard the next Day. 

uring our Diſputes in this important Affair, 
Miſs Grin was very remarkable in her ill-natur'd 
Looks and malicious Sayings to Mr. Ramble ; and 
no leſs ſo, for coming into every Thing Mr. 
Hruce advanc'd, with many Encomiums on his 
great Merit. This Alteration in her Behaviour, 
could not paſs unobſerv'd by any of us; but Mrs. 
Robe, who ow'd her a Spite ever fſtnce their 


Quarrel upon the Road, took publick Notice of 


it, by ſaying, Ny, Miſs, you are a very Weather- 
cock in ow [nclinations : However, I am glad to 
ſee Mr. Spruce and you hade made it up, notwith- 


ſtanding my good Wiſhes to Mr. Ramble.--- Perhaps, 


faid J/iſs Whiffle, wich a Sneer, Mr. Spruce is 
the better Man.---Miſs Grin, though ready to burſt 
at theſe Taunts, turn'd her Back upon the Ladies; 
and, looking full at Mr. Ramble, ſaid, Tour 
Tongues are no Slander ; for Diana herſelf <wwould 
never get your good Hords.----- This Speech, * 

che 
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the Looks attending it, ſtruck poor Ramble into 


Amazement. His Colour came and went, that 
all preſent took Notice of his Confuſion ; but they 


Imputed it to Miſs Gyin's Behaviour to him, think- 


ing, I ſuppoſe, he had a Paſſion for her. For my 
Part I was not leſs ſurpriz'd than my Friend, for 


I could plainly ſee ſhe had ſome malicious Mean- 


ing under thoſe Words. 
When Ramble and I were alone, he expreſs'd 
cat Uneaſineſs at what Miſs Grin had ſaid, and 
inted that either I or Mrs. Meggot had betray d 
him to her. - I proteſted my own Innocence, and 
ſent for Mrs. Megect, who did, with all the Oaths 
ſhe could think of, declare ſhe had never once 
mention'd the Affair to any Perſon living. This 
à little pacify'd him; and he ſaid, If. we had not 
diſcover'd him, what ſhe ſaid was accidental, and 
had no particular Relation to him: However, 
Mrs. Megeot promis'd to uſe all her Art to get at 
the Truth. 


— »” , 


CHAP. Xv. 


Ar. Pepper's Arrival.---- A very tragical Fight.--- 
Grammar in Diſerace.---- 4 Challenge beteveen 
. tuo Heroes. 1 


4 next being our Day of performance, 


we were all early at Rehearſal, where every 


Thing was ſettled as well as the Shortneſs of the 
| ime 
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Time would permit. ---- Mr, Ramble rehears'd 
Richmond, and with a Spirit uncommon in one ſo 
little experienc'd in our Buſineſs. 
Seven o'Clock was the Time appointed in our 
Bills ro begin, and at Half an Hour after Six we 
had not one ſingle Spectator in the Houſe, but 
what were put in by Orders from the Actors. 
This was but a melancholly Proſpect, and greatly 
dejected our Heroes, who were all dreſs d, and 
expected much better Succeſs. ---We were every 
Moment looking out, to ſee if any Company was 
coming; but eſpecially Mr. 22 who look d 
for great Fame from this Part of Richard. While 
we were in this Situation, who ſhould appear, 
jaſt lighted from his Horſe, but Mr. Pepper: who 
having ſeen the Bills up in the Town, and Spruce's 
Name for Richard, came in, ſwearing like a mad 
Man, that he would cut any Man's Throat that 
durſt put up his Name for a Part of his----Call'd 
all the Company Scoundrels; and, drawing his 
Hanger, made a Ring of frighten'd Heroes in a 
Moment. His Rage was ſo violent, that it ftruck 
a perfeck Terror into all the Company. Mrs. 
2 who was dreſs d for Queen Elizabeth, went 
with great Temper to perſwade him to deſiſt; but 
he knock 'd her down, and gave her Majeſty the 
additional Ornament of a Black Eye. This Ac- 
tion ſo provok d the Females, that they im- 
mediately pour d their whole Force upon Mr. 
Pepper. Lady Ann (Mrs. Broad) attack d him 
with one of the Guard's Halrberts. Mrs. Meg- 
(the Dutcheſs of Lork) ſeiz'd a Tragedy- 
» and ſwore ſhe would ſtick it to his 
O Heart; 


* 
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Heart; adding, It was what a Man deſery'd, that 
dare treat any Woman ſo in a publick Place, 
Mr. Spruce, who was dreis'd for his Character, 
oing to part the Combatants, Miſs Grin catch'd 
= y the Robe to prevent him, and tore it quite 
off his Back; by which Means Pepper and he met, 
and the two Monarchs were in a Moment boxing 
for the Diadem. Miſs Grin, anxious for Mr. 
Spruce, fell furiouſly upon his Antagoniſt ; which 
Mrs. Pepper ſecing (who had but juſt recover'd 
from the Blow ſhe had receiv'd) aitack'd her, 
like a good Wife, in Behalf of her Husband; 
fo that now the Action was almoſt general, and 
the few neutral Members had much Difficulty to 
part em. As Mr. Pepper had ſomething the bet- 
ter in the Combat, Spruce was forc'd to give up 
his regal Robes to his Conqueror. By this Time 
it was paſt Eight o Clock, and no Proſpect of any 
Company. It was the general Opinion, to defer 
our Performance till next Night; beſides, the 
Time would not permit us to repair the King's 
Robe, and ſome other Accidents that had hap- 
pen'd to the Drefles in the Battle, and the 
neen's Eye, that was mark'd much below the 
Diguiry of her Character. 
— Theſe Reaſons, however ſufkcient to the reſt, 
had no Weight with Pepper. He ſwore he would 
play the Part that Night, if it was only for his 
own Diverſion: And for the Objections we had 
ſtarred, they were of no Conſequence ; For, ſaid 
he, inſtead of the Rebe, I'll make ſvift <vith a Spaniſh 
Cloak. The Rents in Lady Ann's Dreſs, as it i; 
Black, if you pin it together, <von't be ſeen ; and fur 


- 
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my Wife's Eye, ſhe may kery her Handkerchief to it 


all the Time ſhe's on, and as the Queen is a crying 
Character, it will look rather natural than ther- 
Cie. 

Huus did he reconcile all our Misfortunes, and 
the Play began. Every one was perfect and re- 

lar but Mr. Pepper, who was not Maſter of one 
E he was to ſpeak. Whether this proceeded 
from his want of Diligence in his Srudy, or 
whercher his late Paſſion had made him incapable, 
I can't tell; bur it is certain, he could not ſpeak 
one Speech without the Aſſiſtance of Mr. Idle, the 
Prompter; and though the Man took all the Pains 
he could, our Hero was ſure to blame him every 
Time he came off, for not giving him the Word. 
In this, indeed, he was not particular; for it is a 
general Rule with the Actors, when they are 
abſent in their Parts, to lay the Fault upon the 
Prompter. 

Beſides being imperfect, Mr. Pepper ſeem'd 
more concern'd to preſerve his Character as a 
Husband, than his Reputation as an Actor; for 
in all the Scenes with the Queen, inſtead of 
minding his Part, he was whiſpering, Hold up 
your Handkerchief---the People will fee your Eye---- 
which ſhe ſo nicely obſerv'd, that her Royal Face 
was ſcarce viſible the whole Night. 

Though we began our Play ro only ten or a 
dozen People, that the Actors had put in gratis 
yet, before the Second Act was over, our Ac- 
count mounted to the great Sum ot Seventeen 
Shillings and Six-pence. The Performance was 
in general approv'd of; and, if Spruce. had play d 
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Richard, I believe it would have been of Ser. 
vice to the whole Company. We were all a 
plauded, but particularly Mr. Ramble; and in- 
deed very deſervedly, for I never ſaw a Man, at 
the firſt Tryal, make ſo eaſy and genteel a Figure 
upon the Stage ſince I belong'd to it. 
When the Play was over, we went to Supper 
at our Inn, where ſeveral of the People of the 
Town join'd us; among which were the At- 
torney, the Conſtable, a Doctor of Phyſick, and 
a young Gentleman (a Viſiter from London) with 
him, whom he call'd Hunter----Notwithſtanding 
the Preſence of theſe Strangers, Mr. Pepper could 
not forbear, but immediately renew'd the Quar- 
rel with his Wife; and that ſo violently, as if he 
had a Mind to make both Eyes alike. The Rea- 
ſon he gave for his Anger was, That his Wife 
durſt ſtand by and ſec one of his Parts diſpos'd of 
to another; and her having agreed to perform in 
the Play, he look'd upon as a Proof the had con- 
ſented to the Injuſtice. The Company were very 
much in the Intereſt of the Lady, and Mr. Con- 
ſtable interfer'd with his Authority to command 
Peace; ſo, with much Difficulty, we reconcil'd 
this enrag'd Couple. Pepper ask'd his Wife“ 
Pardon---They kiſs'd, and were Friends; and, 
after ſeeing an Application put to the Lady'sEye, 
we all fat down to ſettle our next Play, which 
was to be The Way of the World ; which, being 
done, we ſup'd and enjoy'd our Bottle. | 
Poor Mr. Ramble, notwithſtanding the' Applauſe 
he had receiv'd in his Performance, could not 
raiſe his Spirits all Night. His Thoughts * 
: 0 
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ſo taken up with Diana, that he fat in a deep 
Melancholly, without the leaſt Attention to any 
of our Converſation. He was ſo particular in it, 
that every one took Notice of ir. Some imagin'd 
he was ill, and advis'd him to a Phyſician ; but 
Miſs Grin, with her uſual Malice, ſaid, Indeed 
you throw axvay your Time, for Ar. Ramble's Illneſs 
is not in our Poxver to cure. His Wound is in his 
Heart; and the Doctor that ſhould aſſiſt him, it ſeems, 
is run away ---This Speech was tollow'd by a 

reat Laugh from Mr. Spruce ; who, by his en- . 
joy ing the Jeſt, ſeem d acquainted with Miſs Grins 

eaning. Mr. Ramble, all this while, was in the 
utmoſt Confuſion, nor was Mrs. Meggot and my- 
ſelf leſs concern'd ; for by this Converſation, 
join'd to her former Speech, we could not bur 
think they had diſcover'd ſomething of Mr. 
Ramble's Amour.----Here Grammar, who was al- 
moſt drunk, for the firſt Time was of Service to 
us. As he did not underſtand what they were ſo 
merry at, he began to abuſe the Women for tak- 
ing ſo much Liberty with Mr. Ramble ; ſaying, 
Becauſe the Gentleman is a modeſt Man, yon are al- 
ways pickirg at him. Dan me, continu'd he, 
2 bad Half your Impudence, he d have twice qt 

it 


This turn'd the Converſation, drew all the Re- 
ſentment of the Women upon Grammar, and gave 
Mr. Ramble ſome little Relief. Miſs Grin and 
Mr. Hruce were Grammar's chief Opponents, and 
3 great many Things of Wir, Humour, and ill 
Manners were ſaid on all Sides; till at laſt 
Grammar told Miſs Grin, That thaugh he o_ 

ee 
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ſee plainly ſhe had a Deſign of drawing in Mr. 
Ramble to like her, he was glad to find the young 
Gentleman knew too much of the World than to 
be deceiv'd by a Rag-Doll; adding, Madam, J 
think you had better ſtick fo the Hero there, (point- 
ing to Spruce) for as he has a good Acquaintance, 
be may nowv and then give you a Lift behind my Lord's 
Coach. This Jeſt (which pleas'd the Company 
greatly) fir'd Miſs Grin beyond all Bounds, and 

e immediately threw a Glaſs at Grammar's Head, 
which he return'd by ſluicing her with a Tankard 
of Beer that ſtood by him. This engag'd Sruce,who 
fell upon poor Grammar, and would have murder'd 
him, had not it been for the Standers-by ; for he 
had ow'd him a Grudge ever fince the Story of 
my Lord. 

Pepper, upon this, took Grammar's Part, and was 
for attack ing Sruce; but, as they were both Men 
of Honour, they were eaſily prevented from Box- 
ing, ſo agreed to meet next Morning in a Field 
behind the Church, in order to vindicate them- 
ſelves in a more Gentleman-like Manner. This 
the go Ep not incerfere in, as thinking 
they would both forget it before the Time came. 
Mrs. 4eggot, during this Part of the Quarrel, 
had very artfully drawn Miſs Grin into another 
Room ; and, with a little Flattery, and ſome Ex- 
clamations againſt Grammar for his Behaviour, 
pump'd out all ſhe meant by her ſneering ſo often 
at Mr. Ramble. 

While this was doing the Company broke up, 
and every one 1 to their ſeveral Apari- 
ments. N 1 
CHAP, 


— 
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CHAP. XVI 
Hr. Ramble's Foy, upon Ars. Meggot's Dif- 
covery. 


| Had ſcarce got into my Room, but Mrs. Meg- 
got gave a great Rap ar the Door, ſaying, She 
muſt ſpeak with me that Moment. I had no 
ſooner let her in, than ſhe rold me (as well as 
her Breath would let her, which was almoſt ſpe 
with Haſte) that ſhe had got the Secret ; 
Miſs Grin, and could now let Mr. Ramble know 
the Reaſon of her Behaviour to him.---I had too 
much regard to my Friend's Eaſe to gratify my 
own Curioſity, before I had ſatisfied him; there- 
fore, withour asking any Queſtions, I led Mrs. 
Megeot directly to his Chamber, where we found 
him (in the Ine he uſually was) muſing, 
with his Arms upon the Table, about Diana; and 
writing Letters, though he was pretty well aſ⸗ 
3 he ſhould never be able to get one deliver d 
to her. 

Upon our Entrance he ſtarted up, like one 
wake d out of Sleep, and when Mrs. Aleggot told 
him ſhe had made a Diſcovery worth his hear- 
ing, he trembled all over with Expectation; hop- 
ing, I ſuppoſe, to hear ſomething of his loſt 
Miſtreſs. | 

Mrs. Meggot then told us all that had paſs'd be- 
tween her and Miſs Grin Aer I had 3 
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faid Mrs. Meggot, myſelf in her Confidence, ſhe gave 
me this Account 4h dear Meggor, laid ſhe, 
« evhen I firſt ſay Mr. Ramble, I was deſirous of 
© being nearer acquainted with him; but though 
* [ gave all the Hints and Signs to let him know my 
« Mind, that Modeſty would permit, I met with m 
« Return but Coldneſs and a ſeeming Unwillingneſ; 
« to have any Converſation with me This ſtung me 
* to the Heart, and I <vas determin d to find out the 
* Cauſe of it; for, by his deep Melancholly and 
« Averſion to me, I imagin d his Heart was already 
« engas d Accordingly I empley d every Art to know 
< the Truth ; but though I was unſucceſsful a great 
* evhile, Fortune at faſt made me Amends --- And 
« thus it wat One Night I perceiv'd Ar. Ramble 
« more dull than uſual, and kept his Chamber, tho 
4 the cubole Company <vere invited to ſup <vith ſeveral 
* Gentlemen of the Town. After Supper, I left the 
* Room ; and, going up Stairs to Bed by his Door, 
« [ perceiv'd it was Half open, a Candle upon ths 
* Table; and, as I thought, no Body within. | 
4% vas reſold d to ſatisly my Curicſity, and made 
4% bold to peep in; ere I ſaw r. Ramble lying 
* pon the Bed, faſt aſleep, with a Paper in bis 
« Hand { cent out of the Room directiy, for fear 
* he ſhould <vake, and find me there. en I had 
* got into my Chamber, this Paper ran ſo in ny 
* Flead, that I could not reſt for thinking of it: At 
« tength, I determin'd to creep docun Stairs again; 
« and, if he remain d in the ſame Poſture, endeavour 
* fo read it, which, as be cas ſtill faſt, I did cut. 


« out any Difficulty. I found it was. a Love- Letter, 
* full of the moſt paſſionate Expreſſions, to a Lady, 
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« whoſe Name is Diana---Now I fancy, continu'd 
« ſhe, this is the ſame Diana that liv'd about two 
« Miles off, and it lately run away from ber Father ; 
« but I am reſolv'd to teixe him till I find it out.--- 
TA, put a Spoke in bis Wheel there, I warrant 
« you.” 

Here, ſaid Mrs. Aieggot, I joind with her; 
ſaying, it would make us rare Sport: But at the 
ſame Time advis'd her to be certain the Lady 
mention d was the Diana be meant, leſt ſhe ſhould 
ſeandalize a Perſon of Faſhion, and ſpoil all our Be- 
nefits ; or, perhaps, get us <vhipp'd out of the Town.---= 
O reply'd ſhe, I will be certain before I proceed, for 
as yet I have not told a Soul of it, but Mr. Spruce, 
and I knoxv it <vill be as ſafe in his Breaſt as my 
own : Beſides, continu'd ſhe, / don't intend to injure 
the Lady; on the contrary, the Moment I am certain 
in the Affair, I will inform her Father and Family, 
ſo prevent her throwing herſelf away, and ſecure all 
their Intereſt for myſelf. By this Means I ſhall en- 
_—_— Friends, and have ample Revenge udon 

amble. | 

Mrs. Meggot then told us, She had ſided with 
all Miſs Grin had ſaid, and applauded her Re- 
ſolution; but, at the ſame Time, had artfull 
thrown in ſo many Cautions, concerning th 


Character of the young Lady, if ſhe ſhould be 


miſtaken, that ſhe belicv'd ſhe would not venture 


to report much of the Affair. 
Mr. Ramble ſtood like one amaz d at this Re- 
lation; and was ſo much afraid of being diſ- 
cover'd, that he was for taking Horſe that Night 
and ſetting out for Le- 


'e us'd all Argu- 
ments 
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ments to diſfuade him from ſuch Raſhneſs ; bur, 
I believe, ſhould not have prevail'd, had he nor 
recollected, that though ſhe had read the Letter, 
ſhe could not diſcover his real Name, it being 
only fign'd your unfortunate Lover. This brought 
him a little to Reaſon ; which Mrs. Megget 
ſtrengthen'd, by aſſuring him ſhe could keep 
Miſs Grin from ſaying any Thing of it ; and, if 
Spruce ſhould be impertinent upon it, I promis'd 
to call him to ſuch an Account, as he would not 
be able to anſwer: For Hrare ow d me at that 
Time upwards of Five Pounds; and, had he at- 
tack d my Friend, I would have threaten'd him 
with an Officer, which I knew would ſoon 
frighten him into Silence. 

ith this Reſolution we parted ; though 1 
could not — — vext, at hearing 
Miſs Grin and Sruce knew fo much of Mr. Ram- 
des Affairs. 


CHAP. XVII. 


The Conſequence of the Challenge. Air. Conftable's 
Importance. Our firſt Acquaintance j, Ar. 
Hunter. 


HE next Morning we repair'd to our 
Theatre, in order to rehearſe The Way of 

the Horld, which was to be acted that 3 
e 
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We waited a great while after the appointed 
Time for Mr. Sruce and Mr. Pepper; neicher of 
which appear d, nor could we hear any Tidings 
of em. At laſt Mr. ale, the Prompter, told us, 
Thar he went out early in the Morning to gather 
Muſhrooms ; and, in the Field behind the Church, 
ſaw Mr. Pepper walking in a very dejected Man- 
ner, with a long Sword under his Arm.---Upon 
asking him where he was going; he anſwer'd, 
That he came out early to — and had 
brought his Sword, leſt he ſnould meet with any 
Ruthans by the Way. This immediately broug lit 
the Quarrel that happen'd over Night freſh into 
our Minds. Mrs. Pepter gave a great Scream, 
and ran like a mad Woman towards the Place 
where her Husband had been ſeen ; and, indeed, 
the whole Company were ſo much alarm'd, thar 
molt of them follow'd her. 

Mr. Ramble and I, to avoid the Croud ſo many 
People going together occaſion d, follow'd at 
ſome Diſtance; and, in our Way, met with 
Mr. Hunter, the young Gentleman, whom the 
Doctor had introduc'd the Night before. He 
immediately ask'd us if we had ſeen Mr. Spruce ; 
and, being anſwer'd in the Negative, he cry'd 


out, Zounds, I wonder what the Fool means, for le 


as with me before I <vas up this Morning to horrocu 
a Sword; and, upon my vefuſine, be made ſuch a 
long Harangue about Diftreſs, Honour, and Courage, 
that I took him for a mad Man Mr. Ramble re- 
ply'd, I <vonder, Sir, he ſhould take ſuch Liberty 
with you, who are a Stranger to him. Nay, ſaid 


Mr. Hunter, I «yas amat'd too; for, though he had 
| P 2 never 
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never ſeen me before, he told me all his Affairs, as 
if <ve had been Intimates many Years : Among other 
Thines, ſaid, That his Misfortunes cvere ſo great, 
that <vhen he left London he cs oblig d to pledge 
his Sword for Money to bear his travelling Expences ; 
evbich, continu'd he, gave me great Concern, it being 
a Preſent from a Perſon of Diſtinction, when I w 
bis Second in Hyde-Park. 

This ſer us all a laughing, and prevented Mr, 
Hunter's Relation for ſome 'Time---At length he 
continu'd thus---44y. Spruce, ſaid he, then told me, 
That he had never been inſulted till he had parted 
cvith this Sevord; that he had lately met <vith ſeveral 
Indignities, and was now determin'd to clear his 
Honour; adding, That if I <vould equid him for the 
Field this once, he would never trouble me again; 
ſayino, © [ believe a Cudgel will be ſufficient for the 
« reſt of the Scoundrels, that have affronted me. —- 
Uyon my abſolutely refuſing to comply <vith his Requeſt, 
he left me, <vith this heroick Sentence; 0 Sir, may 
« you never want a Friend, cuben your Honour i; 
Co Danger,” 

He had ſcarce finiſh'd this Account of Spruce, 
before the whole Company appear'd with Pepper 
made Priſoner, attended by a Hundred People of 
the Town, who by this had heard (as they phras'd 
it) of a Habt between two Sbecu- Folks. --- Will 
Glitter led the Van, with Mr. Pepper's Sword, 
which he had very bravely taken from him. 
Next the Hero, with a ſulky Countenance, led 
by his weeping Wife, and the reſt of the Com- 
pany laughing behind; while, on each Side, the 

own's People walk'd, giving their GT 
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the Affair. In this whimſical Cavalcade we 
march'd towards the Playhouſe---where the firſt 
Thing we ſaw was another great Croud, and Mr. 
Hruce in the Hands of the Conſtable, who was 
explaining to the People preſent, the Nature of 
our Hero's Offence. 

This Man, ſaid he, came this Morning to my 
Houſe ; and after talking a great deal about Honour, 
cybich I did not underſtand, deſir d I would lend him 

Sword, cvhich I wore cuben I ſerv d my Country 
in the Militia : And becauſe I told bim I did not 
care to diſparage my Sword, by putting it into the 
Hands of a Stage-Player ; be ſaid ſomething, That 
I did not behave <vith the Dignity of an Officer.---[ 
did not mind his Words at firſt ; but, upon conſulting 
cvith my Wife, I found he had caſt Reflections upon 
my Office ; and farther, that by his preſſing ſo much 
for a Seyord, I apprehended he intended to murder ſome 
of bis Alajeſty's Subjects. I communicated my Si 
picions to Air. Mayor, and be has order d me to bring 
him before him---Over and above this, continu'd he, 
bis Worſhip has thought fit and convenient to grant a 
Warrant, to bring in Perſon before him the Body of 
one Pepper, a Stage-Player, <vho has been ſeen this 
Morning in a menacing and dangerous Poſture, in 4 
certain Field behind the Church : Now if any of you 
preſent know <vhere the ſaid Pepper is, I charge 
you, by Virtue of my Office, to give ſpeedy [nforma- 
tion. 

Juſt at theſe Words, Pepper and his Attendants 
came up: But Mr. Conſtable, notwithſtanding his 
former Intimacy with us, now ſeem'd a Stranger 
to us all, and with an audible Voice, call'd Vr 
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Does any one knowy the ſaid Pepper? Pepper imme. 
diately ſtep'd forward, and ſaid, I am the Milan 
Then I charge you, ſaid Mr. Conſtable, to go with 
me before his Worſhip, the Mayor. He then com- 
manded (though Pepper was very willing to attend 
him) ſome of his People to lay hold of him; and 
thus we made another Proceſſion back to the 
Mayor's Houſe. 


CHAP. XVIII. 


Ar. Mayor's Citillity to two of our Ladies.---The 
Darrel ended. ---- The Way of the World 
ated.---Grammar's Blunder. 


HEN we had got Half Way, Mr. Con- 
ſtable happen'd to ſee Mrs. Robe and Mis 
Whifle in a Milliner's Shop, upon which he 
order'd his Aſſiſtants to take care of the Priſoners, 
and went into the Ladies ; where, after chatting 
about a Quarter of an Hour,. he came out, con- 
ducting the two Ladies to the Mayor's, to hear 
the Cauſe of the Dueliſts try'd ; giving this Or- 
der as he came out---/ ſhall go before, and let the 
Fellows be brought gently after me to the Mayor's. 
This Behaviour of the Conſtable's greatly en- 
rag'd our two Heroes, 3 only expreſs'd his 
Anger by his Looks; but Pepper, who was a 
Comedian, and was not ſo much Maſter of the 
Paſſions, 
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Paſſions, roar d out, N is it not monſterous now, 
that thoſe tevo draggled tail d B ----s ſhould be carry d 
to divert themſelves with our Misfortunes? If [ wm 
in London, I <would kick a Conſtable round Covent- 
Garden that ſhould uſe me ſo. 

With this, and other Expreſſions to the ſame 
Effect, he walk'd on, 'till we reach'd the Ma- 

iſtrates Houſe. We were immediately con- 
ducted into his Hall of Audience, which was a 
little Parlour behind the Shop; where the 
Mayor was ſeated in his Elbow-Chatr, with Mrs. 
Robe on one Side, Miſs }hifle on tother, and 


Mr. Conſtable at his Back. Mr. Mayor, upon 


our Entrance, immediately began, askl 
what was the Meaning of this Diſturbance ? 
uce and Pepper were ſo chagreen'd at ſeeing 
me two Actreſſes fo honour'd, that they had not 
Power directly to reply, which gave Mr. Con- 
fable an Opportunity of ſhewing his Rhetorick 
He diſplay d, in moſt affected Terms, the Danger 
of encouraging quarrelſome People, and how 
much a Magiſtrate had to anſwer, if he let flip 
any Occaſton of puniſhing and confining to Rea- 
ſon (as he phras'd it) fach Magnanimons Ani- 
mals.----Mrs. Robe feem'd greatly pleas'd 'with 
his Speech, and was going to gtve her Opinion ; 
when Pepper, in a Fury, ſtop'd her, by asking, 
Pray <vhich is the Mayor ? This Queſtion ſur- 
priz'd every Body preſent, except Mr. Mayor, 
whoſe Ears were not the beſt in the World, and 
whoſe Eyes were now wholly engag d upon Miſs 
Whife. This occaſion'd a long Silence, which 
would have been longer, had not Mrs, Mayoreſs 
given 


— 
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given her Husband a Pat on the Shoulder, ſay- 
ing, My Dear, one of the Ators ſpeaks to you. He 
reply'd, ſtill keeping his Eye 2 Miſs //biffe, 

hat does the Man ſay? Why, ſaid ſhe, puliug 
him pretty hard, he deſires to know which is the 
Mayor---What ! chat!] anſwer'd he, ſtarting up, 
does be not know who I am ! [Il let him noch colo 
Jam, with the Devil to him. Here, Clerk, make 
bis Mittimus. Mittimus, ſaid Pepper, in a Paſſion, 
for what ! For what ? ſaid the Mayor, «<vhy ['l! 
tell you ; (here he turn'd to the Conſtable) Sr, ! 
order you to let that Fellow know <vhat he has done, 
and why I commit him.---Mr. Conſtable was going 
to ſhew his Eloquence ; but before he had hem'd, 
and haw'd enough (which he always did, to pre- 
pare his Oration) the Doctor, who was preſent 
over Night, and was acquainted with the 
whole Affair, came in, and gave ſo good-naturd 
an Account of ti.e Quarrel, that Mr. Mayor 
begg'd the Combatants Pardon, told Mr. Con- 
ſtable he had been deceiv'd in his Information; 
and, after diſmiſſing the Rabble that had follow'd 
us, defir'd he might make all Friends over a 
Bortle of his Ale. | 

This Matter being ſettled, Mr. Hunter, Mr. 
Ramble, and my ſelf came out, and left them to 
their Liquor. | 

Mr. Hunter inſiſted upon our going with him 
to his Inn to Dinner, where he entertain'd us 
very handſomely---Mr. Hunter, though young 
and wild, did not want Words to make him- 
ſelf agreeable ; ſo much, that my Friend Ram- 


ble, ſpight of his heavy Diſpoſition, was greaily 


pleas d 


e 
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pleas d with his new Acquaintance ---- From this 
ye began to be intimate ; and, when the Hour of 
our Performance drew near, we all went to the 
Playhouſe together. 

During the Play, our new Friend was for 
treating all the Company with Wine; bur, for 
the Honour of our Actors, not one would par- 
take of his Liquor: For as there was a very fine 
Audience, each Perſon was fond of doing their 
beſt to pleaſe. Nor had we a Blunder in the 
whole Play, excepting one, which was owing to 
Grammar----He did the Part of Sir Rowland, and 
was receiv'd in it with vaſt Applauſe; but the 
beſt of his Parr being over, long before the Con- 
cluſion of the Play, he began to tipple with Mr. 
Hunter; and being call'd in a Hurry to go on in 
the laſt Scene, where he is to bring on a black 
Box of Writings (much talk'd of in the Play) in 
his Confuſion, inſtead of the right, ſnatch'd up a 
ſmall Band-box, that ſome of the Women had 
brought their Head-cloaths in, and went on with 
theſe Words; « Madam, I have brought the black 
* Box you deſir d“ -This ſet the whole Houſe 
in ſuch a Fir of Laughter, that the Cataſtrophe of 
our Comedy was bur little regarded. 

Moſt of the Company retir'd to their Inn: but 
Mr. Hunter took Ramble and myſelf to the Houſe 
where we din'd, where a very handſome Supper 
was provided.----In the Courſe of our Converſa- 
tion, Mr. Hunter expreſs'd his great Love for 
Shooting, which was no leſs efteem'd by my 
Friend Ramble, ſo that theſe two Sportſmen did 


not now want for Diſcourſe : For my own Part, 


I was 
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I was ſo very ignorant of that Sort of Diverſion, 


that I did not add a little to their Merriment.— 
A Day was fixt for the Sport, and I was to go as 
a Spectator ; for Mr. Hunter ſaid he knew a Place 
where there was ſuch Game, a Man could not fail 
to be tranſported with it.----Qur Diverſion being 


thus ſettled, we parted, and went home to ouy 


ſeveral Apartments, 
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CH AP. XIX. 


Miſs Grin' Behaviour, upon the Mayor's Civility.--= 
Ars. Robe and Miſs Whiffle's Revenge. 
Alexander ſpoil d. 


UR next Performance was to be Alexander. 

Accordingly we met next Morning at the 
Theatre, in order to ſettle the Parts, and rehearſe 
ir.---Mr. Sprace was to do Alexander; Miſs Whiffe, 
Statira ; 8. Robe, Roxana; Miſs Grin, Pariſatis ; 
and rhe reft as well as our ſmall Company would 
permit.— During the Rehearfal, Miſs Grin ſaid 
ſome ſmart Things u Mrs. Robe and Miss 
Whifte, for ſitting by the Mayor, and making a 


eſt of Mr. Spruce and Mr. Pepper, when they were 


lummon'd before him.----Miſs Vite ſaid, She 
did not know there was any Crime in behaving 
in a Manner, that the beſt Perſon in the Town 

| Was 
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was glad of their Company.--- Lard, Madam, ſaid 
Mrs. Robe, you quite miſtake Miſs Grin ; ſhe is not 

with us, ſbe is at the Mayor, for not being able 
to diſtinguiſh her Perfections, and do her the Juſtice 


deſerves ---- Juſtice ! (reply d Miſs Grin very 
— 2 ice from a Magiſtrate that 


haſtily) I never e 

fats « W hore 1 1 os ich Side of his Chair. Mrs. 
P back'd this Opinion, and a general Quar- 
rel enſu'd. Reputation fell on Reputation, Cha- 
racter on Character, till 2 diſſolv'd, 
and each retir'd to conſult how to revenge them- 
ſelves. 

The next Night (the Time the Play was to 
be acted) Mrs Robe and Miſs I hiſſte came early 
to dreſs for their Parts 

Now I muſt inform my Reader that we had, in 
our Wardrobe, but four Tragedy - Drefles for 
Women, all which were very good, and very 
proper for the four Heroines in our Tragedy, viz. 
Statira, Roxana, Pariſatis, and Sſig ambis.—-Mrs. 
Robe and Miſs Whbiffe: had artfully got hold of 
all four Dreſſes, and -apply:d em to their own 
proper Uſe. Miſs big ttxt upon one to wear, 
and unrip'd another and made it into a Train. 
Mrs. Robe ſeiz d upon the other two, and put em 
on one over t other, ſaying,” li upper one would 
look ſo flimſy unleſs it had formething-ro ſer ir out, 
that ſhe ſhould look as if ſhe were ſtsutting in 
her Under-petticoat. This was de Mahee theſe 
Queens ha& been conſulting againſt their Siſters; 
who, when they came to drels, found all-their 
regal Robes diſpos'd of, and nothing leftt-for-them 
to ſhew the Heroine in, but common Gowns and 


—__ — 


Q 2 Petticoats, 
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Petticoats, ſo much beneath the Dignity of Tra 

dy, that they were ſcarce grand enough 2 
Comedy. Mrs. Pepper, after wrangling an Hour 
about it, was forc'd to content herſelf with 
one of thoſe humble Weeds ; but not before her 
Husband had promis'd to write her Caſe, and 
publiſh the ill Treatment ſhe had receiv'd to all 
the Town.---Miſs Grin deipis'd ſuch mean Re- 
dreſs, but immediately flew at Mrs. Robe, de- 
moliſh'd her Head-Dreſs, and ran out of the 
Houſe, ſwearing. ſhe would not play that _ 
and ſhe was as good as her Word, which oblig'd 
us to maim our Play, by leaving the Part of 
Pariſatis quite out. 

For ſome Days the Parties concern'd in this 

uarrel, look'd at each other with great Scorn, 
without _ one Word ; and could hardly 
diſguiſe their Hatred enough upon the Stage to 
be complaiſant, even in their Parts. 

But I muſt now grow ſhorter in my Account of 
the Quarrels that happen'd, or I ſhould ſwell my 
Book beyond the Stretch of a Seed's Chronicle.--- 
I can only ſay in general, That ſeldom a Day 

ſs'd without a Wrangle ; ſometimes about Parts, 
— ana about Cloaths, often about Merit in 
one Sex, and Virtue in the other ; beſides, theſe 
Quarrels being much the ſame, as thoſe already 
related, they would rather tire than divert 
Therefore I will only give a ſhort Account of 
the Plays we acted, and tie Miſtakes that hap- 
pen d in 'em, till we met with an Adventure of 
another Kind. 5 4 
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Our next Performance, after Alexander, was 
The Old Batchelor ; where Grammar was ſo drunk, 
that the Character of Noll Bluff was quite loſt.--- 
Then came Othello; where Mr. Spruce was fo 
violently fond of his Deſdemona, in the ſecond 
Act, and embrac'd her ſo cloſe, that, to the 
amazing Mirth of the Audience, ſhe grew black 
in the Face; which ſo ſurpriz'd him, that he 


= white, till it was imagin d they had chang d 


lexions. 

ill Glitter, who had hitherto been very 
peaceable, and had not enter'd into any Con- 
tentions with the Company, began now to 
break out. He came one Morning to Rehearſal, 
ſwearing like a mad Man, That he had been 
ill-us'd; that he had not his Share of Parts; 
but he would make em know he was Manager, 
and would have his Choice of any Characters he 
lik'd. As Will had behav'd himſelf with great 
Decency, I was ＋ to put him out of 
Humour; therefore told him, I was ſure there 
was not a Performer in the Company, but whar 
would give him up any Character, if he deſir'd 
It,---- Aye, ſaid Pepper, any of mine you are wel- 
come to, except Richard, and that I would not 

rt evith to my Father ----- Nor were the reſt 
eſs complaiſant. This Offer, though very fair, 
did not ſatisfy Will, for he had fer his Heart upon 
lay ing of Bajazet, and nothing would content 
im, but the Tragedy of Tamerlane being got 
ready againſt the next Play-Day. Though we 
were willing to oblige him, this Requeſt was 
hardly to be comply d with ; for, as we never 


againſt, it was agreed to caſt the 
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had deſign'd to act this Piece, the Company 
were not ready in the Parts; or, if they 


were, had we Dreſſes fit for em. Theſe Argu- 


ments did not avail ; he inſiſted, as he had not 
made any Demand of Parts before, to be oblig'd 
with this. After many Reaſons — for und 

lay, and the 
Parts to be ſtudy'd as faſt as poſſible. In regard 
to the Dreſſes, as we had no Eaſtern Habits, we 
conſented to make uſe of Modern Ones. This 
was all ſettled with the utmoſt Temper and Tran- 
quility, and the only Inſtance I can give of caſt- 
ing a Play without Strife and Tumult. 


* 5 * — 


CHAP. XX. 


A wery Chapter; cobich you ad better paſs 
Ho unleſs you have a good Gueſs. 


. next Day Mr. Hunter call'd Ramble and 
I; and we went, according to our Appoint- 
ment, out with him a Shooting. He carry'd us 
to a little Common, where there was only one 
Farm-Houſe, which ſtood by a Wood's Side, 
about ſix Miles from the 'Town.--- We beat about 


two Hours, without ſpringing any Game; when, 


being very weary and hot, I was for quitting the 


Sport, and ſeeking for ſome Refreſhment. Aye, 


ſays Hunter, ſuptcſe we go to the Farmer, and beg 


ſeme 
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ſame of his Ale. This Propoſal we readily agreed 
to; But, continu'd he, I aſſure you he's an odd, 
cruſty Fellow, and ten to one <yon't ak you to ſit 
down. I warrant you, ſaid I, as wwe have 1, 

in our Pockets he'll make us welcome.---In this Sort 
of Diſcourſe we ſpent the Time till we reach'd 
the Houſe, which we found faſt lock'd ; nor could 
we hear any Perfon ſtir, till we had knock'd ſe- 
veral Times: At laſt an old ſurly Fellow came 
out ; and, locking the Door after him, ask'd us 
what we wanted---- I told him, We were Gen- 
tlemen, who had been a Shooting ; and, having 
wander'd a great Way in ſearch of Game, with- 
out Succeſs, were quite fatigu'd, and almoſt f. 

for want of ſome Refreſhment. The Farmer re- 
ply'd---Gentlemen ] I have nothing fit for Gentle- 
men: If you'll drink ſome Small Beer, and eat 4 


Cruſt of Bread upon the Bench here at the Door, you 


ſhall be <velcome ; but I can't ask you into 

Houſe, for our People are buſy. Saying this, he 
unlock'd the Door, and, putting in his Head, 
bad a Girl bring a Jug of Small Beer and the 
Loaf; which being brought, he ſecur'd the 
Door again, and preſented us with the Liquor. 
Mr. Hunter took a Draught, and, while we were 
drinking, ſeem'd very curious to look into the 
Window, which the Farmer ſeem'd as diligent 
to prevent, by conſtantly getting before him. 
The Jug being empty we took our Leave, and 
the Farmer ſeem'd highly pleas'd that we in- 
tended no longer a Stay, for he look'd as if 
he had no great Inclination to our Company. 
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As we walk'd Homewards, the Farmer's Hu- 
mour took up a good deal of the Converſation--. 
But Mr. Hunter only laugh'd at his Oddity, 
ſaying, He would be even with him, for he knew 
there was excellent Sport in his Farm, and would 
ſpare no Pains to make ſure of it. Sport ] ſaid I, 
«vby I have not ſeen a Bird ſince ave came out, above 
the Degree of a Sparrow.---No matter for that, ſaid 
he, there are excellent Birds, if I could but get 'em 
from their Cover; which I don't deſpair of doing one 
Day or other, auben the Farmer is out of the May 
Notwithſtanding all he could ſay, and the Sport 
he promis'd us, Ramble and I determin'd never 
to trouble the Farm any more. 


CHAP. XXI 


An artful Scheme of Miſs Grin's to make hey Benefit--- 
and the Duarrel it occaſion d. 


E had-no ſooner got into the Inn, than 
Mr. Idle, the Prompter, met us, and ſaid, 
Tonder s the Devil to pay among the Women. With- 
out ſtaying to hear his Story, we ran into the 
Houſe, where we found Mrs. Robe, Miſs Grin, 
and Mr. Conſtable, at very high Words, and my 


Hoſt and his Wife endeavouring to pacity 4 
| 
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It was ſome Time before I could learn the Cauſe, 
but at length found it was this. 

It has been obſerv'd already, that when we firſt 
came into the Town the Conſtable was very par- 
ticular in paying his Compliments to Mrs. Ro , 
and had ever fince courted her Company, The 
Reader alſo may remember, how ceremoniouſly 
he ſeated her and Miſs White by the Mayor, 
when the Cauſe between Spruce and Pepper was 
try'd ; how much Miſs Grin was piqu'd at not 
being introduc'd in the ſame Manner, and what 
Heart-burnings and Quarrels that Affair produc'd 
among the Ladies. 

A Month having paſt ſince this Wrangle, it 
ſeem'd quite forgot, and the Ladies, in all Ap- 

rance, were as good Friends as ever ; but by 
the following Story it will appear, that Miſs Grin, 
ſo far from forgetting it, had been all this Time 
contriving her Revenge. 

So far from ſhewing any Reſentment, Miſs 
Grin ſought all Opportunities of ingratiating her- 
ſelf into Mr. Conſtable's Favour ; and though he 
was a Cloſe Attendant upon Mrs. Robe, ſhe was 
too cunning to yield to ſuch a Lover as him, 
without farther Conſideration than fine Speeches, 
notwithſtanding ſhe ſtill led him on with trifling 
Favours, ſuch as invicing him to Tea, or to Sup- 
per, and permirting him to pay the Reckoning, 
when ever he offer d it, which indeed he was not 
often guilry of. By theſe Means Mrs. Robe thought 
to engage im enough to ſecure his Intereſt at her 
Benefit, which (being in Office) was pretty con- 
ſiderable; and for any farcher Profit ſhe could nor 

R hope 
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hope it, either from his Circumſtances or Temper, 
for his Spirit was meaner than his Fortune. 

know it was with this View that Mrs. Robe 
was ſo complaiſant to her Lover; for ſhe has 
often publickly declar'd, that, though ſhe had 
not many Acquaintance in the Town, ſhe did not 
doubt but Mr. Conſtable would uſe his utmoſt In- 
tereſt at her Benefit. 

Miſs Grin ſoon introduc'd herſelf into the Con- 
ſtable's Company ; and, by granting him a few 
Liberties more than Mrs. Robe had done, quickly 
became his favourite Companion. The Conſtable 
was old, but not very wiſe; and would fain have 
been thought young, but had not Art nor Power 
to diſguiſe his Age; very fond of being lik'd by 
the Women, but had not one agreeable Quality 
to engage their Inclinations. 

This Girl, by her free Behaviour, ſoon made 
herſelf Miſtreſs of his Weakneſs, and had fo 
much the Aſcendant over him, that Mrs. Robe 
was quite neglected; which, it ſeems, ſhe had 
been ſenſible of ſome Time, but conceal'd her 
Reſentment, the better to ſecure her Revenge, 
and now Fortune threw it in her Way. 

Next Door to our Inn liv'd an Attorney, with 
whoſe Wife Mrs. Robe had contracted an Ac- 

uaintance, and was this very Morning at Break- 
aft with her. Now in the Garden belonging to 
the Inn was a Summer-Houſe, which join'd to 
another that belong d ro the Lawyer, fo cloſe, 
that nothing but a thin wooden Partition divided 
'em. Thither Mrs. Robe, after Breakfaſt, had re- 
tir'd to muſe by herſelf; but had not enjoy d her 
Contemplations 
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Contemplations long, before ſhe heard two Peo- 
ple talk in the adjoining Garden, who kept on 
their Diſcourſe till they came into the Summer- 
Houſe; and, through a Crack in the Boards, ſoon 
ſaw it was the Conſtable and Miſs Grin. U pon 
liſtening, ſhe found their Converſation was about 
the Actors, in which Miſs Grin, with her uſual 
good Nature, abus'd the whole Company round, 

1 had been particularly ſevere upon Mrs. 
Ro 


Mrs. Robe, flung with the ſcandalous Aſperſions 
ſhe had thrown upon her, and piqu'd at the Loſs 
of her Lover, in the Violence of her Paſſion flew 
to a Ladder, the Gardener had been uſing ; and, 
without fear of a broken Bone, got over the 
Wall, and ſurpriz'd the loving Couple, (as ſhe 
ſaid) in a very indecent Poſture. They ſtarted, 
and ran into the Houſe ; ſhe follow'd, and before 
all the Company fell furiouſly upon the Conſtable, 
calling him old wicked Villain, for ſeducing a 

r innocent Girl from her Virtue. Then tool 

iſs Grin by the Hand, ſaying, She wonder d 

any Man could have the Heart to ruin ſuch a 
oung Creature. Thus did Mrs. Robe, by ſeeming 
lifs Grin's Friend, very artfully expoſe her. 

Miſs Grin, on the other Hand, put on a ſimple 
Look, and ſaid, She wonder'd what the Lady 
meant---for her Part ſhe did not know any Crime 
ſhe had been guilty of---ſhe did not think it any 
Harm to go into the Garden to read a new 
Epilogue to Mr. Conſtable, that The defign'd to 
2 at her Benefit. Aye, ſaid the Officer, in 

onfuſion, and 3 at every Word, = 
2 tr 
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Girl only deſir'd, d ye ſee, I would give my Opinion 
about a new---4 new--- Prologue ---- Epilogue, ſaid 
Miſs Grin.---- Epilogue, ſaid he, that ſbe is to ſpeak, 
d'ye ſee, before hey Benefit---and really, continu'd 
he, the Prologue is very pretty, and I think---Here 
Mrs. Robe interrupted him, and ask'd him very 
ravely, Pray, Sir, was it a Prologue or an Epi- 
ue? An Epilogue, reply'd Miſs Grin, as quick 
as Lightening- An Epilogue, reply'd the Con- 
ſtable, to be ſure ; and a good Epilogue it is.--- Pray, 
ſaid Mrs. Robe, if you have-a mind to convince th 
Company of your Innocence, let us ſee this Epilogue. 
This was a cunning Stroke, and put Mils Grin 
into more Confuſion than ſhe had hitherto 


ſhewn; but ſhe ſoon recover'd her Spirits, and 


ſaid, I <vonder, Madam, at your Impudence to diſ- 
perſe my Character in this Manner. I dare let all 
the World ſee my Actions; which, I believe, is 
more than you can ſay. My Actions] reply d the 
other and from hence a Train of Scandals went 
on, that it is impoſſible to repeat, unleſs I make 
the Addition of another Volume. 

I believe this Dialogue would have laſted the 
whole Day, had it not been broke in upon by 
an Accident, which amaz'd us much more than 
the laſt ; of which the next Chapter will in- 
form you, | 11 
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CHAP. XXII. 
A ſtrange Diſcovery. 


HE Reader muſt remember Mrs. Robe found 

out Miſs Grin and the Conſtable, by being 
accidentally in the Lawyer's Garden ; and from 
thence ſcal'd the Wall, and ſurpriz'd em. Now 
it happen'd, that in getting over the Wall, ſhe 
drop'd her Pocket, which in the A ony of her 
Paſhon, ſhe had not as yer miſs'd. This Pocket 
Mrs. Brief, going into the Garden to ſee what 
was become of Mrs. Robe, pick'd up, and had 
Curioſity to examine the Contents; and, finding 
there what ſhe did not expect, came without any 
Ceremony into the Room, where the Fray was 
ſill kept up. She immediately took Mrs. Robe by 
the Arm, and ſaid, Pray, Madam, hocu came you 
by this Seal ? Mrs. Robe colour'd; and, after a 
little Pauſe, reply'd, by, Madam, I came honeſtly 
by it---That, ſaid the other, / very much ſuſpett, 
for the Seal is mine ; and though 1 left it off my 
Watch above a Fortnight ago, I can ſafely ſewear to 
it, and <vill make you give an Account hoch you came 
by it.---The Conltable here, pleas'd that rhe Ar- 


gument was chang'd, and in Hopes of being re- 


veng'd on Mrs. Robe, call'd out, Jby, Madam, 
if the Seal is yours, you may make her prove how 
ſve came by it. If you pleaſe 4% ſtep to the Mayor, 
and we'll get the Truth out, I warrant you. 
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Mrs. Brief, ſo far from thanking this officious 
Officer, reply'd with a Frown, and giving him 
a Puſh at the ſame Time, Pray, Sir, mind your 
on Buſineſs ; I know what's to be done in this Cake 
better than you can tell me : My Husband's a Lawyer, 
and it's very hard I ſhould not know how to do my- 


ſelf Juſtice. Then turning to Mrs. Robe, ſaid, 


Come, vit bout Heſitation, tell me how you came by 
it, or I ſball find Means to make yon. Mrs. Robe, 
in a Paſſion, anſwer'd, Pray, Madam, don't threaten 
me- Heep your Anger for thoſe that fear it---T he Seal 
is mine your Husband gave it me; and, I believe, 
be has more Right to it than you have.-— My Husband 
give it yu i, ſaid the, he did; and [ll kery 
it, till he takes it from me. (Here ſhe ſnatch'd it 
out of her Hand, and put it in her Breaſt) 
then, ſaid Mrs. Brief (almoſt choak'd with Rage) 
be's a Villain.---[ndeed, ſaid Miſs Grin, it is very 
cruel for any Man to give acvay his Wife's Trinkets.--- 
Why, hats that to you, you young Harlot ? ſaid 
Mrs. Brief---/ ſuppoſe you are only ſorry he did not 
give it you - Pack of lazy I reiches, that come 
down here to play their Fools Tricks, and rob us of 
our Husbands-- -But it's no M onder you are encourag'd, 
oben the Officers of Juſtice are fuch wicked, debauch'd 
Scoundrels--- Hocuever, ['ll go to the Mayor; and, if 
there's an honeſt Man in the County, to put the Lacy 
in Force, [Il have you all chip d out of Town this 
very Day. So ſaying, ſhe threw Mrs. Robe 
Pocket in her Face, and bounc'd out of the 
Room. 

This ſecond Fray, ſeem'd to reconcile the firſt; 
for Mrs. Robe now, inſtead of accuſing Miſs 
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Grin, had enough to do to clear herſelf. She 
roteſted her Innocence, declaring, She had never 
ſpoke three Times to Mr. Brief in her Life; and 
Nat he forc'd the Trinket _ her as an Or- 
nament to her Watch. Miſs Grin too, not de- 
ſiring to renew the old Argument, threw all her 
Reſentment againſt Mrs. Brief, ſaying, She was 
a low-bred Creature; and, as to her being a 
Lawyer's Wife, in her Opinion, it was not a 
Greatneſs much to be envy'd. The Conſtable 
here came in, ſaying, Don't you take any Notice of 
what has happen'd, and I' fee Air. Brief im- 
mediately, and ſet all Matters right, I warrant you. 
With theſe Words he left the Room, and ſeem'd 
glad to get off, 

He was no ſooner gone, than Grammar came 
in, half drunk, and cry'd out, S, Ladies, <vhat 
have you been rebearſi e Double Diſcovery ; cuith 
the Humours of i Workers Conftable. Mrs. 
Robe ſtar'd at him, and ſaid, Sir, I don't know 
chat you mean ---Piſh, reply d he, none of your 
ſoim-ſham, hypocritical Looks to me. Aly Landlord 
has told Spruce and I the whole Story; and fo, 
continu'd he, (applying to Miſs Grin) you are fond 
of Love in an Arbor. You are ſtrangely alter d; for, 
Spruce ſays you took up <vith him in a Cellar : But, 
Child, you are miſtaken in your Decorums ; for, if 
you'd entertain your Gallants according to their Dig- 
nity, you ſhould have took the Conſtable into the Cellar, 
and Spruce into the Arbor--- for the Devil's int if. a 
Hero is not above a Conſtable. 

He went on with this Sort of Abuſe ſo long, 
that Miſs Grin, in ſpight of all Endeavours to 
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conceal her Confufion, burſt into Tears, ran out 
of the Room, and Mrs. Robe after her. 


» 


* 


CHAP. XXII. 


Tamerlane play d but bow ? This Chapter «vill 
tell you. 


A* I went up Stairs to my own Room to 
dreſs, after my Sport, I over-heard, as I 
_ by Miſs Yhifle's Door, Mr. Spruce and 
iis Grin at very high Words. Spruce was ac- 
cuſing her of Ingratirude and Falthood, ſaying, 
(for he was very tragical in his Expreſſions) That 
the had wrong'd him in the tendereſt Part. Piſb, 
faid Miſs Weiffle, laughing, 4 fiddle of your tender 
Part; <uhy ſure the Girl may diſpoſe of herſelf as ſhe 
likes; and, if I was in her Place, I ſhould prefer a 
good Benefit to your tender Part, or any Part about 
you.---She ſaid a great many more odd Things, 
and ſome ſerious ones, in order to reconcile 'em; 
but without Effect, for Spruce ſwore he'd never 
ſpeak to her again. I would have heard more of 
this Diſcourſe ; but Jeſt one of em ſhould bolt 
out in a Paſſion, and find me liſtening, I retir'd 
to my own Room, very well pleas'd to hear of 
this Difference between Spruce and Grin, becauſe 
it would prevent their lay ing their Heads toge- 
| ther 
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ther about my Friend Ramble, or attempting an 
farther Diſcovery of Diana. r | 

The'next Morning, at the Rehearſal of Tamer- 
lane, (which was to be play'd that Night) Mr. 
Hruce and Miſs Grin, who ſo lately were ſuch 
great Intimates, could now be hardly commonly 
civil to each other. 

I don't doubt but theſe diſtant Looks, and 
party Whiſpers, would have broke into a general 
Quarrel, had not Mr. Glitter been ſo anxious 
about his Part of Bajazet, that he inſiſted upon 
the utmoſt Regularity in the Rehearſal ; and in- 
deed it had need of it, for of all the Pieces I 
ever ſaw (fo near the Time of Performance) I 
never met with one ſo imperfect. Not one of 
'em could repeat a fingle Speech, as the Author 
had wrote it, yet all ſeemd pleasd with their 
Parts, and were very confident the Play would be 
well receiv'd by the Audience. But I was ſure 
of the contrary, and could not help telling em, 
Thar if we attempted to play in that Manner, «ve 
ſhould blow ourſelves up ; and that it would be 
better to make ſome Apology, and change the 
Play, than ſo groſſy expoſe our want of Diligence. 
This brought all the Company upon me, but eſ- 
2 Will Glitter ; who roar'd out in a great 

aſſion, Pray, Hr, have not I, and every other Per- 
former, 4 eputation to riſque as evell as you. 
Mind your own Part; and, if you are perfect, the 
Audience won't blame you. For myſelf, continu'd 
he, I am fo ready in the Buſineſs of Bajazet, that 
III buſtle through it, I <varrant you ---Mr. Broad, 
who was to do Moneſes, _ He could not fay he 
was 
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was quite ready, but would remedy that by cutting 
out what he was not perfect in; ſo call'd Arpaſia 
aſide, ſaying, Come, let us lop our Scenes à little; 
while Axalla and Selima went another Way to do 
the ſame. 

As Miſs. bite had no Part in the Play, ſhe 
went with Mr. Hunter, and two other Gentlemen, 
into the Pit, to ſee the Performance; and, eve 
Time any of the Actors heſitated, or miſs'd a 
Line, ſhe burſt out a laughing, and ſet all the 
People round her upon the ſame ill Nature; which 
ſo nettled our imperfe& Performers, that they 
had much ado to conceal their Rage from the 
Audience. Mr. Bread ſaid, If he ſaw any more 
of Miſs }hiffle's Impertinence, he would make a 
Speech to the Publick that ſhould ruin her In- 
tereſt there for ever. 

Though Miſs }hifle was wrong in laugh- 
ing; yet, as it happen d, I don't know whether 
ſhe, and her Party, were not of Service to the 
Performance; which was ſo very bad, that had 
not their Mirth attracted the whole Eyes of the 
Houſe, and engag'd 'em te follow their Example, 
I am afraid our Heroes would have met with 
much worſe Treatment. 

The firſt A& went on with only Intervals of 
Laughing ; but, as ſoon as Bajazet appear'd, it 
was one general Roar. Nor could I help joining 
it; for, of all the Contrivances that ever the 
Wir of Man made uſe of, ſure the moſt unac- 
countable appear'd in his Dreſs.----He had got a 
Tallow-chandler's Frock, for an Under - ref, 
ty'd round with a Serjeant's Saſh; and, over it, a 
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blue Stuff Night - Gown, which was defign'd to 
paſs for a Robe. All theſe Rags, my Friend 
Vill had ornamented with white Paper, ſpotted 
with Ink, in order to paſs for Ermine. This, 
with the Violence of his Action (which was full 
as ridiculous as his Dreſs) made a Noiſe like a 
Kite rattling in the Wind, or a Dog running 
among Shavings. | 

The Mirth this ridiculous Hero rais'd, was not 
to be appeas'd "till he left the Stage, which was 
not long ; for, as he was not _ perfect, he 
took the Opportunity of the Noiſe, and jump'd 
over beſt Part of the Scene. 

When he was pone, Silence began to take 
Place, but could not long continue; for poor 
Moneſes, though he had cut above Half his Part, 
was not able ro repeat the little Matter that was 
left.---This ſet the Audience a hiſſing, which ſo 

rovok'd A4rpaſia (who was perfect in the whole 

lay) that ſhe could not help ſhewing it was not 
her Fault, by prompting Mr. Broad to every 
Line. This ſet the Hero upon his Mettle, and 
he ftop'd ſhort, and told her aloud, That he 
knew what he was about; and defir'd ſhe would 
mind her own Part, and not concern herſelf wich 
his; and then, addreſſing himſelf to rhe Au- 
dience, ſaid, Gentlemen, I am perfect in my 
Character; but, this Lady has fo diſconcerted me, 
by prompting me, that I ſcarce know one Line from 
another. This Speech, was follow'd by a great 
Hiſs ; upon which Mr. Broad pull'd on Jae, the 
Prompter, and deſir d his Judgment, whether 
be was perfect or not. Mr. Idle, net being pre- 
8 2 par d 
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par'd for an Anſwer, ſaid, very innocently, 27 
indeed, I think ſo, unleſs in that Part you have cut 
out.--- This Speech was follow'd by a general 
Shout; and, though it would be tedious to relate 
all the Particulars, yet there was not three 
Speeches ſpoke together, during the whole Play, 
but ſomething happen'd, to put the Audience in 
an Uproar * | | * 
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CHAP. XXIV. 


The Duarrel the Play of Tamerlane occaſton'd, and 
Grammar's Opinion upon it. 


HE Performance was no ſooner ended, 

than Moeneſes and. Arpaſia went to it. She 
accus'd him of ipoiling her Part, by not being 
perfect in his own, ſaying, I vw to Heaven [ 
vas ſo diſconcerted, I cas not right in one of the 
22 confus d, that I put my Hand into the 
eorong Pocket for my Handkerchief. The Hero, on 
the other Side, urg'd, That her prompting, was 
the Cauſe of his Imperfectneſs; and thus did 
cach lay their Faults upon the - other's Be- 
haviour. 

Though the Quarrel began with theſe two, yet 
it ſoon grew general; for from hence ſprung an 
Argument upon Diligence, and a Diſpute _ 

cr 
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hen one Actor ought to Err another upon the 


e. Grammar, who at ſtill ſome 'Time, 
without any ſeeming Attention to their Diſcourſe, 
at laſt, laid down his Pipe, and broke out thus : 

Zounds, can any Man diſpute about this Affair ! 
when it muſt appear plain, to the weakeſt Underſtand- 
ing in the World, that when one Actor prompts another 
before the Audience, it is only the Effect of Spleen and 
ill Nature ; a malicious Deſien to expoſe the other's 
Negligence, and give the People an Opinion of theiv 
ocon Sufficiency. As who ſhould ſay, © Do you mind 
« me? J am perfect in the <obole Play. ben 
do do fo? continu'd Grammar: No; J cover 
cover theſe T hings. If a Man makes a Slip, though 
it be a whole Page, I am ſoon after him; I can 
jump as faſt as he can. But pray, ſaid Miſs 
Whiffle, don't you think it hard, Ar. Grammar, 
that a Performer ſhould be cut ont of, may be, the 
beſt Heeches in their Part, by the Negligence of ano- 
ther Perſon. I am ſure I would not bear it, for [ 
will bring in my Jokes ſome hocu or other.---O dear, 
Miſs, reply'd Grammar, always coder; cover ever, 
ephile you live, as you hope to be cover d Indeed, 
faid Miſs Grin, I think Air. Grammar is in the 
right ont: I think eve ought to hide one another's 
Faults.--- Aye ] ſaid Grammar, looking at her very 
ſedfaſtly, and pray how long have you been of that 
Opinion ?---for it [ an't miſtaken, your ſtinking Breath 
is exving to the bad Report you make of your Friends --= 
This put poor Miſs in a great Fury; and what 
ſet all rhe People in a general Laugh, was, ſhe 
appeal'd to rhe whole — to witneſs how 
falſe Mr. Grammar's Accuſation Was,--- Hye, aye, 


ſays 
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fays Grammar, let em 2 for I am ſure they all 
know----they have all had a Smell. The Men not 
being able to anſwer for Laughing, Mrs. Robe 
broke Silence, by ſaying, My. Spruce, I believe 
you are the principal Evidence in this Affair. To 
which Mr. ö made no Reply, but went out 
of the Room; and Miſs Grin's running after 
him, look'd as if ſhe had a Mind to prevent her 
Evidence leaving the Court.---A great deal more 
was ſaid about Prompting upon the Stage, but as 
it was much to the ſame Purpoſe, I ſhall forbear 
repeating it; only I muſt ſay, 'That Mr. Gram- 
mar held forth ſo long, and his Arguments were 
ſo clear againſt this Sort of Prompting, that at 
laſt every one was convinc'd it was a very impu- 
dent, indecent, and ill-natur'd Behaviour, and 
what every little Country Company ſhould endea- 
vour to baniſh, as much as they do at the more 

regular and good-natur'd Theatres in London. 
he Play fix: on was George Barncvell; which, 
being ſoon ſettled, we ſat down to * A Before 
we had ſupp'd, we were join'd by Mr. Conſtable 
and the Doctor, to the great Joy of Miſs Hhiffle 
and Mrs. Robe ; for, as the Benefits were coming 
on, they had no Time to loſe in advancing their 
Intereſts : Beſides, a little Coolneſs had reign'd 
between Mrs. Robe and the Conſtable, ever ſince 
the Affair of Mrs Brief; but now all Animoſities 
ſeem' d to be reconcil'd, and the whole Company 
was in good Humour. -The Doctor and Con- 
ſtable fell into private Parties with their two 
Ladies----and the reſt were very well diverted 
with Granmazy's. odd Sentiments, upon many dif- 
erent 
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ferent Subjects; and, I muſt needs ſay, made us 
laugh heartily for two or three Hours, and met 
with the Approbation of the whole —_ 

We had ſcarce reſolv'd upon another Bottle, 
before we were alarm'd with a terrible knocking 
at the Gate, and a moſt diſmal Outcry of, Mur- 
der ! which ſurpriz d us all, and we ran out to 
know what was the Matter.--- When we came to 
the Door, we ſaw a Man quite naked, except his 
Shirt, all over Blood, and another belabouring 
him with a great Stick ; white a Woman, in her 
Shift, ſtood ſcreaming at a Diſtance. We im- 
mediately interpoſed between the Combatants, and 
Mr. Conſtable was as ſoon betwixt em with his 
Authority; crying out, Lookye, Gentlemen, d ys 
ſee; I charge you to lay hold of theſe Peace-Break- 
ern dye ſee, and bring em into the Houſe, that I 
may examine em. Accordingly they were im- 
mediately ſeiz'd, and brou into the Houſe ; 


where Mr. Conſtable 8 himſelf in the great 


Chair, and commanded Mr. Spruce to tell him how 
he came in that Condition. ; 

Mr. Sruce being too much out of Breath for an 
Oration, gave his Antagoniſt the Opportunity of 
telling his Story firſt ; which he began in this 
Manner An t pleaſe you, Maſter Conſtable, this 
Player-man here has us'd me very ill, for he has lain 
with my Wife behind my Back --- Hold, hold, Friend, 
ſays Mr. Conſtable, interrupting him; bat is 
your Name, d'ye ſee? and let me know, dye ſees 
whether you have a Wife or no: For, Gentlemen, 
continu'd he, I know there are a Hundred dirty 
Fellows in this Part, d'ye ſee, that pretend to m_ 
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the ole Pr of a Woman, d'ye fee, that, in 
— N. Half the County. This occaſion'd 
a Laugh, which ſo confounded the poor Fellow, 
that he could hardly tell his own Name---Hoy- 
ever, at laſt he made ſhift to inform us, That his 
Name was Porter, that he was a Drover of Cattle, 
and that coming Home ſooner than his Wife ex- 
pected, he found Mr. Spruce in Bed with her, 
upon which he had us'd him in the Manner we 
ſaw. Very <vell, ſaid Mr. Conſtable, and <vhat 
Evidence hate you of this? Evidence ! ſaid the 
Man.----- ye, ſaid the Officer, dye fee ; colo 
ſaw this ? I hy, I told you, reply d the Man, 
i ſaw it myſelf ; and it's very hard I ſhould not 
lieve my own Eyes.---IWell, well, tand aſide, d ye 
de, ſaid the Othcer, and let's hear what M. 
pruce has to ſay. Upon which Spruce, now a 
_ recover'd, advanc'd, and told his Tale 

thus: | 

This Fellow's Wife, Sir, is my I aſberevoman; 
and, not having the Linnen at Home that [ ſhall 
evant To-merroco (being engag'd to dine with ſome 
Ladies tevo Miles out of Town) I went to her Jo- 
iebbt, in order to give her Notice to have it ready; but 
{ kad ſcarce deliver d my Meſſage, before this Man 
came in, and immediately fell to abuſing and beating 
bis IVite. I ocun 1 took the Woman's Part ſo far, as 
to prevent his doing her any conſiderable Injury, and 
try d by Reaſon to moderate his Rage; but ſo far 
from pacifying him, he flew upon me, and ſtruck 
me : Upon evbich J ſtrip d off my Cloaths, in order 
to defend myſelf (for it is <vell known I never 
took a Blow from any Man living, without returning 
it) 
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it) but be being too ſtrong for me, catch' d me by the 
M aiſtband of my Breeches, and threw me upon the 
Bed. In the Fall, the Buttons broke off ; and, upon 
a ſecond Skirmiſh with him, my Breeches not being 
L- we at the Knees ſince I undreſs d from the Play, 
fell off, and by this Means I came in the Condition you 
now ſee me.---Here the Man was going to anſwer ; 
but the Conſtable ſtopt him, by ſaying, Held your 
Tongue, Felloc ; for lookye, d'ye ſee, this Affair 
vill go hard cvith you. Pray, Mr. Spruce, go on. 
Sir, ſaid Spruce, I have nothing farther to ſay, but 
that after I <vas down he ſcix'd all my innen. 
among <vhich cvere many Pair of Iac'd Ruffles, and 
a Tragedy Neckcloth <vorth nhwwards of eight Guineas, 
and threw em into the Fire Noc, Sir, J hope you 
<vill give me Satisſaction for the Bruiſes I have 


receiv'd, and make him pay me the Value of my 


Linnen. 

How ! how's this ! ſaid Mr. Conſtable, ſtarting 
= Aſſault and Robbery ! Gentlemen, d'ye ſee, this 

ellow cvill be hang d.----D'ye fee, Hrrab, you'll be 
hang d. hat ! rob a Gentleman, and then beat 
bim The Fellow, amaz'd at this Language, 
was not ready with an Anſwer; but Grammar 
got behind him, and bid him ſay, Sr, he has rolh'd 
mne of my Honour; which he accordingly did. 
What's that, Fellew! do you pretend to Honour, 
dye fee ? - Dye ſee, here's a Villain! Why, 
Sirrah, it's <vhat your Betters,] d ve ſee, tewerty Times 
told, have no Pretence to.---1 never met with ſuch Im- 


pudence ! a Fellow without a Hirt to bis Back, 


pretends to Honour ! ---- * if yen ſay a Werd 
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more of it, I'll ſend you to Jail for inſulting me in 
my Office. 

Here the Doctor, who had not as yet ſpoke, 
ſaid, loud enough to be heard, Pray, Mr. Con- 
ſtable, don't be in a Paſſion, for I don't believe the 
Man meant any Harm. -I can't think be did, re- 
ply'd the Officer, for I know the Man. He world 
for me formerly; and you knoxv, d. ye foes J am apt 
to ſay, by my Honour, and upon my Honour, myſelf, 
d'ye ſee; and I ſuppoſe he has taken it from thence, 
You knoey the little Ones vill ape their Betters.---But 
bharkye, Doctor, don't ſay any Thing in his Behalf, 
for wwe muſt diſcourage ſuch Notions, d ye ſee, among 
theſe Fellows, or there would be no Diſtinction be- 
#eween them and Men of Fortune.--- Huſh, I pray; 
you underſtand me, d'ye ſee.---He then call'd out, 
You, Felloev, <vhat Proof have you ?---The Man re- 
ply'd, He had no Proof, more than, indeed, he 
1 the Truth.—0 then ſtand aſide, ſaid the 

fficer, and let us hear what Proof, d'ye ſee, Mr. 
Spruce can hring of the Injury done Fim. Spruce 
immediately ſaid, Really, Sir, I have but one I it- 
neſs, and that is the Man's Wife ; and, J believe, 
ſhe <vill tell the Story juſt as I bave.---- Call her, 
2 d the Conſtable; "a her before me, dye ſee.--- 
The Woman being brought, Mr. Conſtable bad 
Mr. Spruce ask her what Queſtions he pleas d. 

Spruce, as I believe he knew himſelf guilty, 
hardly knew how to begin his Interrogatories ; at 
leaſt we may judge ſo, by the odd Queſtions he 
put to her.--- The firſt was, Pray, good Woman, 
<vas I in bed with you, when your Husband came 
into the Room ? No, ſaid ſhe, with her _ 

le 
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ſifted up, as I am a Chriſtian, you never <vas be- 
teen 4 Pair of Sheets <vith me in your Life.--- 
Aye, cry'd the Conftable, this is Evidence---this 
makes the Thing plain, d'ye ſee.---Sirrah, [ begin to 
nd you out.--- {ll trounce you, dye ſee.---- Go on, 
Mr. Spruce.--- Had J, ſaid Spruce, any other Buſi- 
neſs with you, but to enquire after the Linnen I ſhould 
want To-morrocy ?---Nothing elſe, ſaid ſhe, curceſy- 
ing, indeed, Sir; and moreover you tald me, You 
were to dine with ſome Ladies of Duality To-morrocv, 
and ſhould want your beſt Shirt. his Piece of 
Evidence ſer all the Table into a Roar; for, as 
Spruce had always either a Lord or a Lady in his 
outh, this Particular ſeem'd to confirm all the 
Woman had, or could ſay, in his Favour. 

Spruce then proceeded to ask her, Whether her 
Husband, without any Provocation, did not fall 
upon him, and uſe him in the Manner he ſaid; 
all which, with great Hypocriſy, ſhe conhrm'd. 
At length the Officer entirely acquitted the Hero, 
and diſmiſs d the poor Man with great Threaten- 
ings, if he did not make Mr. Spruce Satisfaction 
for the Violence he had offer'd him. 

This Aﬀair was no ſooner ended, than the 
Doctor, who had no great liking to our Hero, 
told the Conſtable, He thought he had been very 
favourable to Mr. Spruce ; had made a new Sort of 
Evidence for him, and permitted him to make the 
beſt Uſe he could of it. I can't help it, reply d 
the Officer; Gentlemen can't help being a little par- 
tial to thoſe of their own Breeding .--- 2” ſaid 
tother, but do you conſider the Injury of debauching 
a Man's I ie. Pſha ! Pſpa ! lootye, Mr. Dottor ; 
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eve muſt, dye ſee, diſcountenance theſe Sort of Proſecu- 
tions ; for, if <ve did not, the beſt Gentlemen in the 
County, dye ſee, would daily be brought into Trouble 
by 'em----the old Trade wad Basket-making will 9 
on---a Man's a Man---a pretty Woman is a pretty 
Woman, dye ſee---<ve love it ourſelves.--- Fluſh, buſh, 
dye ſee ; don't let us expoſe ourſelves---you underſtand 
7e; a 8 je8.--= 

This ation would have gone farther, 
had not Spruce interrupted it, by returning his 
Thanks to the Conſtable; which he had Lap 
finiſh'd, before Grammay broke in, by asking 

ruce, Whether my Lord was with him, when 
this Accident happen d. This made the People 
laugh, and they were willing enough to hear 
a little of Grammar's Scurrillity ; but poor Spruce 
was in ſuch a dejected Condition, that, with 
much ado, I prevail'd with him to hold his 
Tongue ; and, leſt he ſhould not keep the Truce, 
perſwaded our conquer'd Hero to go to Bed, and 
heal his Bruiſes. 

Though it was now One o'Clock jn the Morn- 
ing, Mr. Hunter join d our Company, and inſiſted 
upon calling for another Bottle, which ſoon in- 
troduc'd more of its Fellows, ſo that it was Five 
o'Clock before we parted, Some went to bed; 
but Mr. Hunter inſiſted, That Ramble and I 
ſhould go wich him, and once more try our For- 
rune a Shooting. We would gladly have declin'd 
the Invitation; bur, he was ſo importunate, that 
we were forc'd to comply with his Humour. 


CHAP. 
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CHASE ALL, 
Our going a Shooting, and the Iucky Accident that 


el us. 


Bonk we ſet out, we had a long Diſpute 
where we ſhould go. Mr. Hunter was ſtrong- 
ly for the old Place, but my Friend and I were 
as violent againſt it, having met with two or 
three Diſappointments before ; but as we were 
drowſy, and not very eager upon the Sport, Mr. 
Hunter prevail'd, and we follow'd him towards 
the old ſurly Farmer's. 

As we drew near, I began to repent my com- 
ing; for as it was very early, and no Body near 
us, I did not know but the Farmer might ſer his 
Dogs at us, or do us ſome other Miſchief, for we 
all knew he had no great liking to our Com- 
any. | 

g 2 walking round the Houſe, at a little 
Diltance, without ſeeing any Thing human, or 
meeting with any Sport, we retir'd into a little 


| Thigker, joining to the Back of an old Barn that 


ſtood in the Farmer's Yard, and ſat down to reſt; 
where Mr. Ramble and I, quite overcome with 
the Liquor we had drank over Night, ſoon fell 
aſleep, without any regard to our F riend, or the 


Sport he had ſo confidently aſſur d us we ſhould 
Wo 


meet with. 
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We had not enjoy d our Nap long, before we 
were wak d by the moſt terrible Out- cry of 
Thieves ! Murder attended with the bittereſt 

* 1 9 9 from a Woman, as they ſeem'd, that ever 
5 heard. I was alarm'd immediately, but it was 
not without that I wak d my Friend 

Rambk. We preſently miſs'd Mr. Hunter; and 
ran, as faſt as our Feet could carry us, towards 
the Place. from whence the Noiſe came; for we 
made no doubt but ic was ſome Accident had hap- 

d to him, that occaſion'd this Out-cry. 

Without farther Confideration we leap'd the 
Pales into the Farmer's Yard, from whence we 
eonld very plainly hear the Noiſe was in the 
Houſe. We thunder'd at the Door; but no An- 
ſwer being made, and the Screams ſtill continuing, 
we made bold with a little Window that was not 
barr'd, and went in; beſides, as we could diſ- 
ringuiſh Mr. Hunter's Voice, we imagin'd the 
Farmer, or ſome of his Family, had dragg'd him 
in, with defign to do him ſome Miſchief. 

The firſt Object we ſaw, was a Woman ftrug- 
gling 2 the Ground, with her Cloaths almoſt 
rorn off, her Hair in great Diſorder about her 
Head, and' ſcreaming out for Help ; bur that in 
fo faint a Tone, as ſeem'd to ſpeak her almoſt 


— Mr. Hunter all this Time had her by the 
A 


nd; and, upon our Entrance, feem'd to ſooth 
her, ſaying, My Dear, who hurts you ? --- Pray get 
off the Ground, and the like. But however ſoft he 
might now appear in bis Expreſſions, it was plain, 
from the foregoing Noiſe, and the * the 
* Oman 
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Woman made, he had treated her in another 
Manner before we came in. 

Without enquiring into Particulars, we began 
to aſſiſt the Woman; bur, in ſpite of our 
deavours to raiſe her, ſhe ſunk into a deep 
Trance. While ſhe was in this melancholly 
Condition, we ask'd Mr. Hunter what had oc- 
caſion'd this Confuſion, and how he came inte 
the Houſe. — Piſb, pifh, cry'd he, only a little 
Love- Affair; and the fooliſh Girl is ſo ignorant, as 
not to know chat s for her Good. This light An- 
ſwer immediately convinc'd me of his Guilt, and 
what he had been endeavouring to do. 

In about Half an Hour the Girl began to re- 
cover, which Time was very tedious to Mr. 
Ramble and I, for we could not be without Fears 
that the Farmer might come Home, and find us 
in his Houſe; and, as we had not any Body in 
that Part of the Country that knew more of us 
than that we were Players, we might have been 
ſent to Jail as Thieves, and the Conſequence 
prov'd fatal ; rherefore as ſoon as the Girl could 
move, we led her out of the Houſe into the 
Thicket we lately ſlept in, where we might hear 
more of this Story, without Danger- of the Far- 
mer's catching us. | | 

As we led her along, I obſerv'd Mr. Ramble 
very curious in looking in her Face ; which was 
not eaſy to ſee, her Hair and ſome Blood, which 
ſhe had drew in ſtruggling, covering it almoſt 
quite over. By that Time we reach'd the 
Thicket ſhe was a little recover'd, and with her 
Hands ſtroak d back her Hair, and began to — 
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her Face, at which Mr. Ramble ſtood amar'd. 
He gaz d, with his Eyes fixt, like one diſtracted; 
and, though we many Times ask'd him the Cauſe 
of his Diſorder, could not get one Word from 
him. At laſt he ſtarted ; and, catching up his 
Fowling-Piece, levell'd it that Moment at Mr. 
Hunter's Head, ſo that had we not that Inſtant 
ſeiz d it, he had ſhot him dead upon the Spot. 

We had ſcarce wreſted the Piece from him, 
but he flew ar Mr. Hunter with ſuch Rage, as 
though he would tear him to Pieces. Here I was 
ſtrangely puzzled ; for, as Mr. Ramble was a 
ſtrong Man, I had much ado to prevent his doin 
the Miſchief he ſeem'd to threaten ; nor 90 f 
think ſhould have been able to ſtop him, had 
not his Foot ſlipt, and brought him to the Ground. 
When he was there, he began to call out, O you 
Villain] <vill you wrong me ſo much, as not to let 
me revenge my dear Diana. 

The ftrange unaccountable Fury Mr. Ranile 
was in, had already ſtruck Mr. Hunter into 
Amazement; nor was I much behind him in 
Wonder, when I heard him mention Diana.---As 
ſoon as I could recover my Speech, I ſaid, Pray, 
Sir, compoſe yourſelf ; what do you mean? Here is 10 
Diana.----O yes, cry'd he, ſtarting from the 
Ground, that is Diana! That is ſhe, I have ſo lone 
ſoug ht in vain! He then ran and embrac'd her 
with the greateſt Tranſport : Nor was the Lady, 
though ſhe was filent, behind him in Rapture; 
tor the threw her Arms about his Neck, and 
held him ſo long, that I thought they would both 
expire in the Embrace. 

Without 
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Without asking any farther Queſtions, I wak'd 
em from this Dream of Pleaſure, and defir'd they 
would think of fome Means of. getting from that 
Place, left the Family ſhould return; and, miſſing 
Diana, purſue and part 'em for ever. The | 
'Thought of being ſeparated, immediately broughr 
em to their Senſes, and they follow'd me down a 
Bye-Path, while Mr. Hunter came after at ſome 
Diſtance. | 

When we had got about two Miles, to an ob- 
ſcure Village, where we thought ourſelves ſafe 
from the Farmer, we ventur'd into a little Ale- 
houſe, to enquire farther into theſe extraordinary 
Events. Mr. Hunter, as we turn'd into the Houſe, 
I perceiv'd, was for going back; but I went after 
him, and inſiſted upon his not leaving us, till I 
had reconcil'd him and Mr. Ramble + Beſides, I 
did not care he ſhould leave us, leſt he ſhould go 
into the Town, blaze the Story, and occaſion 
ſomething fatal to the Lovers. 

We were ſcarce ſat. down before Mr. Ramble 
began to ask Diana a Thouſand Queſtions---as 
how long ſhe had been in that obſcure Place; | 
how her Father had treated her ; and many other 
Things ; to which, I believe, he did not expect 
an Anſwer, for between every Queſtion he was 
ſure to prevent her replying, by ſtopping her 
2 with a Kiſs.—-At Rook the Lady began 

us: 
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CHAP, XXVI. 
Diana's Story. 


o COIN as your Father and you had left our 
« JF Houſe, my Father came into my Chamber, 
and told me he had good Reaſon to think I had 
* entertain'd Thoughts of being marry'd to Mr. 
% Valentine. I reply'd (with a Confuſion too 
« viſible in my Face) as he was the Gentleman he 
4 had deſign d for my Husband, I imagin'd he 
* could not be angry, as I had hitherto been al- 
« ways obedient ro his Will, that I had now re- 
« concil'd my Inclinations to his Choice.—- 
Choice ! reply d he, be told you he was my Choice? 
But, if he wat, I have now alter d my Mind, and 
am determin d you ſhall never have him.---Six, ſaid 
I, you cannot blame me, for ſhewing a Regard for 
one you once ſeem d to value ſo muth. 

« Lookye, Diana, ſaid he, a little haſtily, avhat- 
« ever your Judęment might be of my Behaviour, J 
« mow tell you, that I never thought of Valentine as 
« one proper for your Husband; but, on the contrary, 
« would ſooner give your Hand to the meaneſt of my 
« Grooms, than to that Upſtart. This, I confels, 
« rouz'd my Reſentment, and I (aid many 
Things in your Commendation, and too frankly 
* confeis'd my own Inclinations ; but all in vain, 
« for I could not even bring him to an Argu- 


„ ment, or provoke him to give any Reaſon for 
« proceeding 
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« proceeding ſo far in the Affair, as he did, and 
« then declaring he never had any Intent to have 
« jr perfected; but with a ſurly, reſolute Coun- 
« tenance he left the Room, ſaying, Remember, [ 
« command you never to think of him again. 
I was almoſt diſtracted at the Diſappoint- 
« ment, but reſoly'd to put on an affected Gaiety, 
and not provoke my Father to Cruelty, by re- 
« pining at his Commands. This Hypocriſy had 
« the defir'd Effect; for, as I took care not to 
« ſhew any Concern, my Father never troubled 
« me with any farther Lectures upon the Subject. 
« My Behaviour made him believe I had given 
« over all Thoughts of my Love. He was 
« mightily pleas'd with my Gaiety, and did all 
« in his Power to encourage it.---By this Means 
« I gain'd the melancholly Comfort of ſighing in 
« private, and praying for the bleſt Minuce when 
x; I ſhould ſee you again. A 
« My Father being for many Months deceiv'd 

« in this Manner, all Things concerning your 
Love, or my Marriage, ſeem'd quite ſorgot, 
« "till an Accident happen'd that reviv'd the 
© Affair, and ſet the whole Family in a Flame. 
« A Gentleman in the Neighbourhood having 

« a Son lately come from the Univerſity, was 
« very proud of the Youth, and fond of ſhew- 
« ing him to all his Acquaintance. To this End, 
he made a great Entertainment; where, among 
* others of his Friends, my Father and myſelf 
« were Gueſts, As my Father and this Gentle- 
« man were Intimates, he returu'd the Oompli- 
4 ment, and gave em an Invitation, in his Turn, 
Uz | to 
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* to our Houſe. How fatal has that Compliment 
« prov'd to me | | | 

« The Company were numerous and agree- 
te able; and, though my Heart was fill'd with 
* Sorrow, I ſo wel 7. aha my Affliction, that 
« my Mirth and good Humour was not exceeded 
by the moſt happy Individual in the Company. 
« After Dinner many Stories were told, ſome 
& merry, and ſome ſerious and moving; among 
te the latter Kind, our young Scholar too gave 
“é us an Account of a young Lady at Oxford, who 
© had lately lain violent Hands u herſelf, 
te being driven to this deſperate Reſolution by a 
« Diſappointment in her Love. The Company, 
&« eſpecially myſelf, were very curious to know 
* the Particulars, which the young Gentleman 
& gave us thus; 

« Miſs Nancy was courted by a young Collegiate, 
4e pho wa Heir to a confiderable Fortune, equal to, 
« if not exceeding, her own. Where they came firſt 
« acquainted, 1 can't tell; but, it is certain, they 


* bad carry'd on a Correſpondence for upward of 4 


4% Tear, and bad mutually L to confirm their 
& Love * T he Collegiate <vould have ſe- 
* curd bis Happineſs, by entering into that holy 
6 Fate, without conſulting either Relations or Friends ; 
& declaring, his Fortune yas independent, and he was 
« reſoly'd to purſue his Inclinations without going 


© through the Fatigue of obtaining his Father's Con- 


« ſer, whom be was pretty confident would raiſe ſome 
* Difficulty or other to delay bis Happineſs. 

I had been very attentive to this Account, 
te and could not help ſighing when he talk d of 


« Parents 
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„ Parents —_— their Childrens H appineſs. 
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« Whether my er obſery'4 me or not, 

« can't tell, but he broke out, ſaying, Had 14 
« Son that dar d to marry without my Knowledge, 1 
te evould not leave him a Penny; nor ever ſee, or for- 
« give bim. 

« 77s, Sir, ſaid the Youth modeſtly, many Parents 
tt are of that — by Thinking ; and many young Lovers 
«K thewarted in their Inclinations, and tuin'd in their 
« Fortunes, through their unfornivins Natures --- And 
« you very rarely find a Parent's Choice agrees <vith 
« the Deſires of the Child Nov is it to be cwonder d 
0 at, _ generally is fixt by Intereſt, and the other 

[ 

« He was going on with his Reflections, when 
« his Father prevented him, by ſaying, Come, 
come, Son, go on with your Story; the Ladies are 
« impatient. 

« You will eaſily believe this Diſcourſe river- 
t ted my Attention, and fixt my Eyes with Ad- 
* miration on the Speaker.---The young Scholar 
* went on thus: 

„ Notevithſtanding the Boldneſs of her Lover, <vhom 
. & ſhe <vas paſſionately fond of, and the Arguments ke 
« us to bring her to his Way of Thinking, /iiſs 
% Nancy had too much Duty and Affection for her 
« Father to follow his Example. She inſiſted upon 
% Ai ber Father's Conſent ; adding, That it 
* ſhould not be her ocun Choice, but his Fault, if ever 
* ſbe cv, diſchedient ; aſſuring; her Lover, at the 
* ſame Time, that no Force ſbould make her alter 
.« her Affecfion. 


« Seeing 
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« Seeing ſhe was reſolv'd, her Lover made no fay- 
« ther Attempts to alter her Reſolution, but waited 
« <vith [mpatience for the Event; urging her ſtrait 
«* evay to ſollicite her Father, that be might the ſooner 
« be eas d of his Doubts. | 

« She took the firſt Opportunity of diſcloſing her Eu- 
« gagement to ber Father, who, ſo far from conſenting, 
« that he fell into a violent Rage; and, deaf to the 
repeated tender Remonſtrances of his Child, ab- 
% ſolutely forbid ber holding any farther Correſpondence 
% evith her Lover. Miſs Nancy, warm d with the 
* Cruelty of this Command, dropt, ſomething haſtily, 
% That as ſhe had diſcharg d her Duty, ſhe <vould 
« benceforth /iſten to no other Monitor than her Heart; 
© that ſhe had fixt her Inclinations, and no Severity 
& ſhould change em. 

* Tranſported almoſt to Madneſs with this De- 
« claration, he ſeix d her by the Arm, dragg d her to 
1% her Chamber, lock'd her up, and vow'd he <vould 
i never ſet her at Liberty, till he had ſeen her mar- 
& ried to one of his own chuſing. 

% Poor Nancy, continu'd he, had now no Hopes 
« of Comfort; for though her Father viſited her every 
« Day, when ſhe never fail d to ſolicite his Forgive- 
« neſs, he ſtill ſeem'd refolv'd to keep her in cloſe Con- 
« finement till he could diſpoſe of her in Marriage. 

Her Reſtraint, and the ſevere Refleftions upon 
iber own Conduct in not complying with her Lover's 
* Requeſt, at length threw her into a Frenzy; and, 
% on the tenth Day of her Impriſonment, her Maid 
« being abſent, ſhe faſten d ber Garters to the Bed, 
and put an End to all ber Miſeries at once. 5 7%, 

: & 
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« This deſperate Action was immediately nois'd all 
« over the Town, and ſoon reach'd the unhappy 
« Lover s Ears; whoſe Diſtraction got ſo much the 
« better of his Reaſon, that <without once reflefting or 
« conſulting any Friend, be ran to his Bureau, took 
« out 4 Piſtol, and that Inſtant diſcharg'd it through 
« bis Head. 

This Story, bearing from the Beginning ſo 
« near a Similitude to my own Fortune, ſo rivet- 
« ted my Attention, that when it came to this 
« doleful Cataſtrophe, my Heart being full of 
« Sorrow, without remembering where and with 
„hom I was, I burſt into Tears, and cry'd out, 
2 This ill one Day be the Fate of Valentine and 
« me: 

« This Expreſſion, and the paſſionate Manner I 
« ſpoke it in, alarm'd the Company; and they all 
« came round me, as they would to aſſiſt one in a 
« Delirium : But my Father, who immediately 
„ gueſs'd the Cauſe of my Behaviour, deſir d 
« they would ſpare their Trouble, that he beſt 
« knew my Diſorder, and would find an infallible 
« Cure for It. | 

« He took me down Stairs, forc'd me into his 
« Coach, and order'd the Coachman to drive 
Home. On the Way I attempted to make many 
** Apologics for my Behaviour, but could not ob- 
« tain any Anſwer from him. When we arriv'd, 
« he led me to my Chamber, call 'd up a Maid who 
« had liv'd in the Family ſome Years, and or- 
« der'd her to lock me up, and not ſuffer any 
other Perſon to come near me, or ſutter me 


« upon any Account to go out of the Room. 1 
44 
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This Girl, though in all other Reſpects a 
« very civil Creature, ſeem'd to undertake this 
« Office with Pleaſure, and was very punctual in 
** the Execution of it: For I am ſure, for up- 
« yards of a Month ſhe never let me ſet a Foot 
& our of the Chamber Door; nay, would not 
« even indulge me with a Pen and Ink, or Book, 
« to entertain me. | 


« As ſhe was my onl ion, and almoſt 
« eternally with 2, Ups 7wor oh my Me- 


« Jancholly and her Tyranny, we ſometimes fell 
« into Diſcourſe, and from thence began to grow 
« a little intimate. I ſo far wrought upon her, 
t that ſhe confeſs'd, She thought my Father's 
« Treatment cruel and unnatural, and would be 
glad to aſſiſt me in any Thing that would not 
& hurt herſelf ; but, as ſhe obſerv'd, her chief 
% Dependence, as well as that of her Family's, 
« was _ my Father, ſhe was oblig'd im- 
« plicitely to obey his Commands. 

This Acknowledgment made me more fa- 
tc miliar with her, and I ask'd her if my Father 
« had order'd I ſhould not have the Uſe of Pen 
« and Ink. She told me no; only had ſaid, in 
general Terms, to take care ſhe did not hold 
* any Correſpondence with any Body. I then 
*© begg'd ſhe would furniſh me with thoſe Imple- 
« ments, and I would write to my Father, and 
** endeavour to move him with a Repreſentation 
of my Situation; and, if poſſible, obtain my 
*© Liberty.---- She approv'd my Scheme, and 
promis d to deliver the Letter to my 1 

** 4 wrote 
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« IT yrote an Epiſtle, full of Acknowledgments 
« of — own Errors, and his Juſtice ; and 
« beggd, in the moſt pathetic Terms, for the 
% Remiſhon of my Puniſhment : In ſhort, 
« ſaid every Thing that I thought would touch 
« his Heart, and reſtore me to his Favour. But 
c how was I deceiv'd ! for, fo far from liftenin 


4 to my Petition, he flew into a Rage, an 


* threaten'd to allow me nothing but Bread and 
« Water (for now he permitted me to have an 
« Proviſions I lik d) if ever I attempted ro ſend 
Letter or M to him again; adding, He 
«© beſt knew the Nature of my Crime, and would 
« be the Judge of my Puniſhment. 

« The Maid, thinking his Behaviour cruel and 
« unnatural, took upon her to reaſon with him, 
« and ſay ſomething in my Behalf; which fo 
« enflam'd him, that he order'd her that Moment 
« ro pack up her Things, and leave the Houſe in 
« ten Minutes. The poor Creature, frighten'd 
« at this Command, fell upon her Knees, and 
4 implor'd his Pardon; but all in vain, he ſwore 
* ſhe ſhould not Ray a Second longer in his 
Family than he had limitted. | 

1 Seeing him inexorable, ſhe ran up to me, 
« and juſt Time to tell me what had hap- 
pen d; adding, That ſhe ſhould go Home to 
% her Father's; and, if 1 could make my 
« Eſcape, ſhe would take Care ro conceal me. 
She had ſcarce ſaid this before my Father 
* came up, took her by the Arm, lock'd me in, 
and turn'd her out of Doors. 

X « had 
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« I had hardly Time to reflect on my Con- 
« dition, before an old, ugly, ill-looking Crea- 
« ture appear d; ſo maſculine and robuſt, that I 
* ſhould hardly have judg'd her of the Female 
« Sex, but by her Habit. My Father introduc'd 
©« her, and gave hea, in my hearing, the ſtricteſt 
« Charge to keep me faſt lock'd in my Chamber; 
4% and in a lower Voice, I heard him add, If you 
& find ſhe is particularly fond of any Diſh, 
« Work, or Employment, I charge you hinder 
« her from it; for as ſhe has croſs'd my Inclina- 
tions, I will debar her from every Thing that 
% can give her Pleaſure. CO 

« For the firſt Month this Wretch was moſt 
4 cruelly * to her Orders; and, by her 
« continual ill Nature, made my Confinement 
« more miſerable than ever it had been before. 
« Vexation, and want of Air, threw me into a 
« Diſorder which I thought would ſoon ſer me 
« free. It was a moſt violent Cholick ; and, 
« though I lay whole Days and Nights in Agony, 
« this inhuman Wretch would neither apply to 
„ my Father for a Phyſician, nor ask any Advice 
« for me herſelf ; telling me, when I begg'd for 
« Help, That as my Father had forbid her ever 
„ mentioning my Name to him, ſhe would not 
« run the Hazard of her Place, by any Applica- 
« tion to him. All the Relief " would ad- 
„ miniſter to me, was ſtrong Waters; ſay ing. 
every Time I roar d out in Agony, Come, drink 
44 4 Dram, and the Pain «vill be over. 

« I ſoon found, by her continual Recommen- 
« dations of this Cordial, that ſhe did not wy 
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% look upon it as for my Cholick, but as a 
« pleaſant Liquor for her own Recreation; which 
* I ſo indulg'd her in, that by Three o Clock 
„ in the Afternoon ſhe would have ſwallow'd 
« a Quart, and ſo fall faſt aſleep for four or 
« five Hours. 

« She had follow'd this Cuſtom for ſeveral 
« Weeks, before I thought of making any Ad- 
« yantage of it; but one Evening, while ſhe 
« lay in her uſual Condition, on {he through 
« the Window that fronts the Back-Gate, I ſaw 
« my Father, and three more Gentlemen, take 
« Horſe and ride away. It then ſtruck in my 
«« Head I might, with Eaſe, make my Eſcape ; 
« and, to encourage my Deſign, I look'd into 
% my Drawers, and found my Father had not 
« removed my 24 nor ſome Broad Pieces 
« of Gold which he had given me at different 
Times, when I pleas'd him; ſaying, There, 
Diana, lay that by towards buying you a Wedding - 
« Suit. I believe, in Gold, I had ro the Amount 
« of Thirty Pounds; and, in Diamonds, though 
« I never enquired their Value, for I have 'em 
« ftill, upwards of a Hundred. I put 'em all 
into my Pocket, then ſlipt on an old Gown, 
« Hat and Cloak, of my Guardian s, that hung 
« in the Room, took the Key from her as ſhe 
« lay aſleep, went down Stairs, and got out of 
& the Houſe without any Moleftation, I had no 
« Friend to receive me, unleſs my old Maid 
« would keep the Promiſe that ſhe made me 
« when my Father turn'd her away. As I could 
e not ſpare Time for Thinking, I reſolv'd to 

X 2 « make 
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« make the beſt of my Way to her Father's 

« Houſe, and truſt my Fate upon her Fidelity. 

4 She receiv'd me with the greateſt Tender- 
te neſs, and ſecreted me in her own Room, till 
« ſhe could get an 1 of breaking the 
« RBuſineſs to her Father; which in three or 
« four Days ſhe did, and the old » though 
« jt might have ruin'd him had it been known, 
c touch'd with my Story, 2 me his Pro- 
« tection, provided I would continue with him, 
«& and never fiir from his Cottage, without his 
« Knowledge and Conſent. I faithfi ly promis'd 
« him; and; the better to convince him of 
e my Sincerity; I put my Jewels into his Hands; 
AX telling hin * when I was inclin'd to 
at move, ask him for thoſe valuable Things again, 
« which I would not have him return me, un- 
« Jeſs he approv'd of my Deſign, 

« F have liv'd there now upwards of two 
« Months, and have often ſtood and heard the 
« Farmer's Men talk of my Eſcape, and what a 
% Rage my Father was in upon the Occaſion ; but 
*© no Suſpicion was ever raisd of my bein 
© there, nor any Search made after me in this 
« Part: Though lately I had ſome Reaſon to 
« think I was diſcover'd, which was owing (con- 


de tinu'd ſhe) to that Gentleman's — 


« the Farm ſo much (pointing to Hunter) --- 

« thought he was employed by my Father, u 

« ſome ey + ao: that had been given, but 

© never once ſuſpected his real Deſign; which I 

« freely forgive, and muſt inſiſt, Mr. Valentine, 
* you 


o 
* 
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& you do the ſame, ſince it has been the Means 
« of making us both happy.” 


Mr. Hunter interrupted her, ſaying, Zounds, 
Madam, my Deſien wat no <vorſe than what is 
attis'd every Day. I love a Girl, and you, 
* ſuch, firuck my Fancy, and then I ut d my beſt 
Endeavours to get Poſſeſſion of you. My Schemes have 
fail d---Well, I ant the firſt young Fellow that has 
n diſappointed.---- As to your Engagements to Mr, 
alentine, as it ſeems his Name is, bow ſhould [ 
know it, any more than I did bis Name cas any 
other than Ramble? But, if be had let me into the 
Secret, he would have found me full as willing to 

aſſiſt his Love, as purſue my own. 
Here Diana and myſelf took Mr. Valentine by 
the Hand, and infiſted upon a thorough Re- 
concilement, which was * conſented 
to by all Parties. We had ſcarce finiſh'd this 
Amneſty, before we ſaw two Men ride very hard 
by the Window, which immediately ſtruck us 
with Apprehenſion that they might be in Purſuit 
of Diana, and that it was dangerous for us to ſtay 
there any longer. But what was to be done? - 
No Carriage to be had--- Very little Money about 
us---Diana's Jewels might have been of Uſe, but 
they were left behind at the Farmer's, and it was 
impoſſible to return for em For had ſhe gone 
back to demand em (beſides the Hazard of being 
taken by other Spies) the Farmer, doubtleſs, 
would have inſiſted upon knowing her Scheme, 
according to the Conditions ſhe had agreed to 
when he promis'd to protect her, e _— 
ore 
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fore gave over all Thoughts of recovering any 
Thing from thence, or even keeping her Contra 
with her honeſt Guardian. While we were in 
this Dilemma, Mr. Hunter ſaid, Come, if you can 
<valk over the Fields about two Miles, I have a 
Friend of whom I can borrow a Chaiſe and Pair, 
evhich will carry you to ſome ſafe Place, where you 
may ſtay till you can procure a farther Conveniency to 
London.--- As for Money, I have Twenty Guinea: 
in my Pocket; and, as far as that will aſſiſt you, yon 
may command it. : 

Upon this friendly Offer we ſet out, earneſtly 

wiſhing no Accident might diſappoint us of our 
Carriage. When we came near the Houſe, Mr. 
Hunter defir'd we would walk down by the Hedge, 
and wait at the firſt Lane, till he appear'd with 
the Chaiſe, 
He was gone full Half an Hour; and, I be- 
lieve, never did Time paſs away ſo tediouſſy. A 
thouſand Fears were ftarted ; ſometimes we ap- 
prehended Mr. Hunter had left us; ſometimes 
we were afraid he would betray, and have 
Diana ſecur'd---At length he appear'd, and ended 
all our Doubts at once. 

He immediately got out of the Chaiſe, and put 
Valentine and Diana into it: After which he 
gave him Eighteen Guineas, and defir'd him to 
rake the Carriage as far as he pleas d, only to ſee 
it return'd in two Days, for that was the Time he 
had borrow'd it for ; then wiſh'd him Succeſs and 
Happineſs, and begg'd, if he eſteen'd him as a 
Friend, that he would let him hear from him the 
firſt Opportunity; which Mr. Valentine faithfully 

promis d, 
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hy with a Return of the Money he had 


ent him, I took my Leave in the moſt tender 
Manner, which my Friend ſeem'd to receive with 
the greateſt Sincerity and Gratitude. At Parting, 
he defir'd I would take Care of his Cloaths, and 
he would let me know in a few Days how I ſhould 
diſpoſe of 'em. 

Mr. Hunter and I then walk'd Homewards, and 
I was better pleas'd with his Converſation now 
then ever I had been before, for he ſeem'd to 
expreſs the greateſt Regard for Mr. Valentine, and 
was pleas'd that he had been the Inſtrument of 
their Happineſs. 

As I drew near the Town, I began to think a 
little of our theatrical Affairs; for Mr. Valen- 
tine s Abſence, would very much hurt our Per- 
formances. He was in every Play; and ſo well 
eſteem d by the People, both for his private and 
publick Character, that I was ſenſible as ſoon as 
it was known he was gone, our Audiences would 
leflen : Beſides, I did not know what Sort of Ex- 
cuſe ro make for his abrupt Departure, for I de- 
termin'd never to tell the real Cauſe. 

With theſe Reflections I came into Town. I 
went directly to our Inn, and ſent for the Com- 
pany (who were aſſembled at the Theatre, in 
order to rehearſe) to acquaint them with our 
Loſs, and conſult Meaſures to repair it. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVII. 
We meet with a new Actor. 


GOON as the Parties were met, I told em what 
had happen'd ; That Mr. Ramble's Father, 
Having heard of his Son's being engaged with the 
Actors, had ſent ſome Friends down, who forc'd 
him immediately into a Chaife, and drove away 
for London. Each Perſon being ſenſible of our 
Loſs, they all ſtood filent for fome Minutes; at 
Jaſt Miſs Grin began, by ſaying, I thought <vhat 
it could come to, for I always took him for a fhim- 
ſham Sort of a Gentleman. did I too, reply'd 
Mr. Broad; nor have I a better Opinion of his Fa- 
ther, for obliging his Son to quit a Buſineſs, that, 1 
anſcper for, is more reputable than any he'll engage 
him in.---Really, ſays Miſs Whiffle, I away look 
wpon Gentlemen, as dangerous Animals in our $0- 
ciety, for they have generally more Pride than 
Merit. --- As for this young Fellow, I have W - 
particular to ſay againſt him; only I think, if 
had kept his Engagements <vith us, it cvouid not have 
inj ur d bis 3 the leaſt, though he <vere going 
to be rais'd to the Dignity of an Attorney s Clerk. 
ſhort, every one had ſomething to fay of him, all 
to the ſame Purpoſe, that they never had any 
reat _— of him ; only Grammar, in the 
Midſt of their Exclamations, ſtarted up, — 
| : what 


wn- _ 
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ephat are you all about ! IV hy you were fond 

this Touth, when he <was . feud ; . — 
are tearing him to Pieces. And why ? Becauſe he 
happens to have wiſer and better Friends than you 
have. 1 think the old Gentleman is right in taking 
his Son from the Stage; for, I have ſo good an Opinion 
of him, that I think he may one Day BE one of 
thoſe great Characters in Life, that be has here re- 


preſented in Rags; and, if fome of you could per- 
me ſome <yell-diſþos'd 22 A do the _— 
Office by you, it might be of general Uſe ; for there 
are among you (I name no Names) ſuch ſtupid Dogs, 
that if you continue long upon the Stage, the People 
will ſpew at Poetry, and ſleep at Humour Te 
Coffins of the Muſes.---Nay, of this I am certain, you 
talk ſuch Nonſenſe, and make ſuch Figures, that if 
you an't hang'd, the Authors <vill be burnt. 

Grammar s ſevere Remark upon the Company, 
would, in all Probability, have produc'd many 
Diſputes about my Friend; but as I was willing 
to — him forgot as ſoon as poſſible, I in- 
terrupted em, by ſaying, Prithee, don't let us 
<vaſte the Time in Wrangling, but think of our 


 Buſineſs* Mr. Ramble is gone, and now let us con- 
ſider how to ſupply his Place. 


aſt then Mr, Conſtable came into the Room; 


and, being 1 * with our Misfortune, he 
put on his o 


cerical Face, and cry d out, O 


hai I had known this Teſterday ! e, dye ſee, 
i I bad, he ſhould 1 11 4 2 E 
Tail. -Aiy Power could do it, d'ye fre ---Lookye, it 
be comes through this Town in [ix Months in ſow 
Y Months, 
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Months, d'ye ſee; I'll teach him to run away from 
bis Colours---1 know the Law, dye ſee---But you all 
know my Pocver; I could deem you all Vagrants--- 
but, dye fee, don't be afraid; I wont Bu if I 
catch Ramble I Ramble him, d'ye ſee. — He 
was going on with a further Detail of his own 
Power, when Mr. Jale came in, and told us, 
There was a Gentleman in the Houſe, who had 
juſt lefr a Company about forty Miles off, and 
would be glad ro make one with us, if we would 
permit him.---This ſeem'd a fortunate Hit, for it 
was impoſhble to go on without ſome Aſſiſtance ; 
ſo we, one and all, deſir d the Gentleman to walk 


in. 

While Mr. Jale went with our a. I faw 
the Company in great Expectation of Diverſion, 
from this new Recruit ; but I begg'd they would 
not laugh, or ridicule the young Man, let him be 
good or bad, left they ſhould | 2 him out of 
C — I gave em this Caution, becauſe 
with the r of Actors, nothing is a higher 
Jeſt than a new Performer. By this the Youth 
appear'd. 4 

Nei « particalar Deſcription of his Dreſs 
and Figure, I am afraid, would be rather tedious, 
than Org; ſo I ſhall only ſay, to give you a 
little Idea of him, that he was not above five Feet 
high; a very thin Face, which he had made 
furious with an extravagant Khevenhuller Hat ; 
a greaſy Frock, with a _ Silver N 
l Velvet Breeches; and Silk Stockings, l 
Holes. He enter d the Room with an caty Con- 


fidence 
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fidence, ſaluting us by the Name of Brother- 
Comedians : Then, very familiarly, ſaluted the 
Women. This he did without Oppoſition, *rill 
he came to Miſs V biſſe, who fairly turn'd her 
Back upon him, and would not permit the Com- 
pliment ; which, ſo far from ſhocking him, he 
rurn'd off with a Smile, ſaying, Well, my Dear, 
we ſhall be better acquainted ſoon. | 
Here Grammar whiſper'd me Mr. Loveplay, [ 
hope you are ſatisfied we ſhan't put the Youth out of 
Countenance. F 
I ask'd him if he was ſtudied in many Charac- 
ters; and how long he had been upon the Stage 
O Sir, reply'd he, I am ready in more Characters 
than will do your Buſineſs for this Seaſon. But in 
chat Way, ſays Mr. Broad; Tragedy or Comedy:? 
O, anſwer'd the Youth, both, both; I am a true 
Gar rickonian. Then pray, Ar. Onion, ſaid Gram- 
mar, give us a Taſte of your Quality.---With all my 
Heart, ſaid he; vill you have a Start or a Die- 
O, a Die, by all Means, ſaid Grammar; Do you 
die, and cell tart. He then proceeded to the 
laſt Speech of Lothario; which he perform'd wich 
ſuch ſtrange Sounds, unaccountable Grimace, and 
ridiculous Stops and Starts, that any one would 
have thought he had got the Twiſting of the 
Guts 
When he had done, without er, for our 
Opinion, he call'd out, The Picture is like; Ha! 
von loc the Original: But I am no Copy, upon my 
Honour ; but Nature <vill be Nature, you know. 
[ minht have been meer; d in London, but I could 
2 uct 
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not have my Choice Characters: Beſides, my Organs 
are better in the Country; the Air agrees with me 
vaſtly.---Yes, indeed, ſaid Grammar, your Organs 
are very fit for a Gountry Church. And you really, 
continu d he, think that Die, as you call it, like 
Mr. G-. Yes, reply'd the Youth, 7 think J 
may venture to ſay that.---- And pray, ſaid Gram- 
mar, who told you ſo ? for I am ſure you never ſaw 
bim; or, if you have, if you can take no better a 

opy, ſtick to your own Original, or elſe you may 
chance to die and be damn'd. This odd Expreſſion 
of Grammar's ſet the whole Company a laughing; 
and Mr. Conſtable, having a Mind to ſhew his 
Wit, immediately anſwer d, Right, right, My. 
Grammar; and if any of my Family was to die ſo, 
die fee I would not allow em Chriſtian Burial, 
This was followed by another Roar; for, tho 
we had hitherto laugh'd at Mr. Conſtable, and 
taken every Opportunity of —_—_ our- 
ſelves with his Oddity, yet now, as the Benefits 
drew near, every one was ſtriving for his 
Favour, in hopes to engage his Intereſt; there- 


fore you muſt not wonder, if, upon this Oc- 


caſion, each endeavour'd to give the greateſt 
Applauſe to his Wit: And inded it was worth 
their while, for he was one of thoſe odd 
Animals, who will do more with Folly and Im- 

rtinence, than a better Man, though as warm 
in your Intereſt, could wit Modeſty and Good- 


ſenſe. 
* I ſaw 
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I faw my Hero was a little flutter'd with 
this Vein of Humour; for, though he ſeem'd 
to have a great Share of hae? it was not ſuf- 
ficient to make him quite blind, but that he 
could ſee the Laugh was at his Expence.----So, 
after whiſpering my Brother Manager, I took 
him aſide, and engag'd him as one of our 
Company. 

I fixt upon Lord Towyly for his firſt Part, 
and gave him three Days to be ready in it; 
which, he ſaid, was as much Time as he deſir'd. 
My Reaſon for allotting him this Character, 
was, The Play had been deſir d by ſome of our 
beſt Parrons, and would have bcen perform'd 
in a few Days, had Mr. Ramble continu'd in 
our Company. 

The next Morning he came and told me, 
he was perfect in the Part; but begg'd he 
might not rehearſe it till the Day of Performance. 
By which I found the Mirth his dying Heech had 
occaſion'd, ftuck by him, and he was afraid 
of a ſecond Scene of the ſame Sort. I promis'd 
to comply with his Requeſt ; and, to make him 
more eaſy, agreed to rehearſe with him by 
myſelf that Night; which I did, and found a 
great deal in him capable of Improvement. 

The Morning he deſir'd, a Rehearſal was 
ſummon'd, and he began his Part with great 
Fear and Suſpicion of meeting with Ridicule ; 
which I had promis'd to protect him from, 
but was uncapable of keeping my Word ; for, 
before he had finiſh'd the firſt Speech, the 

Drawer 


112 rug SCARRON. 


Drawer of the Inn brought me a Letter, which 


1 knew, at the firſt Look, to be Mr. Valen- 
Zine's Hand, and I retir d to my Chamber, * 


great JR, to read it. 
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